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Regeneration Processes of Nutrients in the Polar
Front Area of the East Sea
I. Relationships between Water Mass and

Nutrient Distribution Pattern in Autumn
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A synoptic survery of chemical characteristics in the East Sea of Korea was carried out at the 11
stations near Ullungdo in November, 1994 on board R/V Tam-Yang. On the basis of the vertical
distribution patterns of temperature, salinity and dissolved oxygen, water masses in the study area are
divided into five groups; 1) Tsushima Surface Water (TSW), 2) Tsushima Middle Water (TMW), 3) East
Sea Intermediate Water (ESIW), 4) East Sea Proper Water(ESPW) 5) Mixed Water (MW). In the
vertical profiles of nutrients, the concentrations were very low in the surface layer and increased rapidly
near the thermocline. There was a slight decrease in the ESIW and the concentrations were constant
with the depth below 300m except dissolved silicate which still increased with depth. Relatively high
value of Si/P ratio (25.2) in ESPW, whick is the oldest water mass, suggests that Si is regenerating more
slowly compared to other nutrlents The relatively high value of N/P ratio (18.6) in the surface layer
might be related to high vertical eddy diffusivity (K.) of 1.19 cm?/sec and high nitrate upward flux of
103.7 ug-at/m*/hr, compared to the values reported in other areas. Apparent Oxygen Utilization (AOU)
was very low in the surface layer and increased in the TMW, but there was a slight decrease in the
ESIW. The highest value of AOU occurred in the ESPW. The slpoe of P/AOU was 0.50. The study on
the relationship between water masses and nutrient distribution patterns is important in understanding
the regeneration processes of nutrients in the polar region of the East Sea.
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Table 1. Distinctive values of temperature, salinity and dissolved oxygen reported previously for water
masses in the central region of the Korean East Sea

Water mass Temperature(C)  Salinity( %) DO (ml/D Reference
TSW
(Tsushima >20 <33.80 5.00~5.50 Park (1978)
Surface Water) >20 <33.80 5.05~545 Yang et al. (1991)
TMW 14~17 34.30~34.60 4.20~4.70 Park (1978; 1979)
(Tsushima 13~17 34.20~3440 5.00~550 Kim and Kim (1983)
Middle Water) 12~17 34.30~34.50 4.30~5.00 Yang et al. (1991)
NKCW 1~7 3395~34.10 - Gong and Park (1969)
(North Korea 02~4 34.00~34.05 650~7.50 Park (1978; 1979)
Cold Water) 1~6 <34.00 >6.80 Kim and Kim (1983)

1~7 34.06~34.20 6.00~6.45 Yang et al. (1991)

ESPW 0~1 33.96~34.10 5.20~6.00 Park (1978; 1979)
(East Sea 0~1 34.00~34.05 5.50~6.50 Kim and Kim (1983)
Proper Water) <1 34.02~34.16 5.40~5.90 Yang et al. (1991)
ESIW 1~3 <34.05 >6.5 Kim and Chung (1984)
(East Sea 1.1~27 34.02~34.11 - Kim et al (1991)

Intermediate Water)

508



I 34 #3s 949 £2s9) ¥4

o ojA7A BuE zARE Table 19 Yebi Aot T
S diagramI M E B8 AL{459 Sd 240 pH
o] FR82] ¥tor} T-0, diagramol A 383} F
tapel= s

2 AR

% A
EfFo &4 PC— ‘#E Hﬂ"fl(‘/}wr oz ¢
38} Figure 5(24H), Figure 6(?1’{}%‘) 2 Fi

of BAIEHT F 9 BF 30~50

NOj3™-N(ug-at/l)

30

100

200

300

Depth(m)

400 7

5007

Depth(m)

m TF7HA FEF WS Yu, O olF F4o] 7}
grE F7h87] Ao 28y 100~150 mel
AV 2 FAge Ae GFYdA o
29, 200~300m °J4ldAE i

T T2/t g 9ARg. Hage
doFoz old wat A& Frekhe dFe BY
=, ole AFdA FAdY AN 271 gE
FEEERY =27 fEo Yoju}= (Gamo and
Horibe, 1983) @322 479, 7493 Q449
8] & (Si/P ratio) & 2 (Table 2) 28 $9F 7%

*

NOj3"-N(ug-at/l)

1007

2007

300

Depth(m)

400

500

Depth(m)

Fig. 5. Vertical profiles of nitrate in the East Sea of Korea.

509



£33 384 - 013¢

PO43"-P(ug-at/l)

1007

2007

300

Depth(m)

400

5007

1007 >

200

Depth(m)

300 I>

400

5007

PO43-P(ug-at/l)

Depth(m)

1007

200

300

Depth(m)

400

5007

Fig. 6. Vertical profiles of phosphate in the East Sea of Korea.
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Fig. 7. Vertical profiles of dissolved silicate in the East Sea of Korea.
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Table 3. Calculated diffusivities and magnitudes of diffusive upward flux of nitrate at each station

Station K. (cm?/sec) Upward Flux (g + at-N/m?/hr)

C1 142 138.82

C2 1.03 88.83

C3 1.63 182.43

C4 0.66 48.26

C5 0.77 7293

D1 1.30 114.19

D3 143 107.59

D4 1.32 99.26

D5 1.19 73.38

D6 1.32 12397

D7 1.07 91.22

Average 119 103.72
Table 4. Comparision of diffusivity and nitrate upward flux with others
K. Upwad Flux

(em?/sec) (yg-at/mz/hr) Area Source
0.05~1.10 112~1118 eastern tropical Pacific King and Devol (1979)
0.13~0.72 55~ 36.2 southeastern sea of Korea Shim and Park (1986)
0.22~0.96 1348~ 92,58 East Sea of Korea Chung et al. (1989)
0.66~1.43 73.38~182.43 4 this study
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Fig. 9. Vertical profiles of AOU in the East Sea of Korea.
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Appendix 1. Data Table for the East Sea Cruise in November, 1994

1. 4 £39 999 2299 37

Temp.  Sal. Do AQU Nutrient(pg-at/D Chta POC  PON
St.(m) . . - E—

(© (%) (ml/D NO,~ NO.,” PO&  Si0,  (ug/h) (ug/V)
C-1-0 1860 3351 538 —0.02 0.76 0.20 0.09 0.29 0.35 19925  52.65
10 1860 3351 5.36 0.00 0.70 0.24 0.03 0.39 0.15 14385 25.10
20 1860 3351 5.30 0.06 0.74 0.28 0.03 0.82 021 11630 2640
30 1860 3351 5.29 0.07 0.70 0.24 0.05 0.30 0.40 8650 16,55
50 1680 34.08 4.56 097 9.95 0.44 0.08 0.31 010 15920 44.10
75 1350 3434 446 143 12.92 0.22 0.25 5.96 0.02 6440 1195
100 990 34.28 5.15 1.21 10.40 0.14 0.39 6.01 0.01 59.00 1395
125 640 34.10 6.01 0.88 10.33 0.18 0.73 7.64 001 120.80 6.05
150 410 34.00 6.21 1.07 10.18 0.26 0.54 822 ND 5515 19.22
200 200 3403 6.55 111 13.94 0.18 171 1226 ND 97.05 2.10
300 1.00 34.06 5.53 233 2191 0.14 127 2413 ND 68.05 8.70
500 040  34.06 547 251 2502 0.14 142 2447 0.01 8715 3360
C-2-0 1870 3351 5.37 —=0.02 178 0.30 0.04 2.21 0.67 14865 4675
10 1811 3351 5.38 0.03 2.02 0.22 0.09 245 0.31 14610 25.75
20 1870 3352 5.30 0.05 1.27 0.20 0.15 231 021 14000 1525
30 1870 3352 5.04 031 157 0.22 0.15 245 041 8490 1920
50 1660 34.26 4.60 0.94 11.46 0.14 088 1284 0.06 8330 17.20
75 1280 3435 4.74 124 12.35 0.10 054 1303 0.01 5960 1720
100 700 3413 597 0.82 11.88 0.06 049 1137 0.01 4360 1590
125 480 34.08 6.28 0.87 15.36 0.06 088 139 ND 70.50 7.35
150 320 3402 6.39 105 1343 0.02 069 1226 ND 9420 1720
200 170 3404 5.87 1.85 19.52 0.12 088 20.19 ND 7690 2310
500 050 34.06 541 2.55 25.1 0.02 132 3485 ND 8685 27.05
C-3-0 1850 3352 534 0.03 0.64 0.36 0.09 1.59 0.32 7785 2930
10 1850 3352 554 —0.17 1.97 0.36 0.08 115 032 15215 8545
20 1840 3353 555 —0.17 155 022 0.04 1.92 0.38 8395 29.70
30 1780 3346 557 —0.13 174 0.14 0.05 1.06 0.38 11760 2445
50 1650 34.16 4.68 0.88 12.24 0.12 1.37 6.54 0.02 79.80 5855
75 1210 3426 494 113 15.73 0.18 1.03 7.69 0.01 65.70  27.05
100 670 34.18 5.69 115 1397 0.12 1.04 413 001 12750 3035
125 440 3407 6.01 121 15.1 0.10 1.32 490 0.05 39.10 2050
150 340 34.05 5.95 145 15.98 0.06 1.08 0.97 0.01 3785 2575
200 190 3404 593 175 19.18 0.10 108 1106 0.01 7245 1130
300 1.00 34.06 5.29 257 2513 0.03 117 1442 ND 4680 1130
500 050 34.06 533 263 24.34 0.11 142 2101 ND 8650 14.60
1000 020 34.06 5.19 2.83 2496 0.14 103 3130 ND 54.14 9.35

ND : Not Detected
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Appendix I .(continued)
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Temp.  Sal Do AQU Nutrient(ug-at/1) Chl-a POC  PON

St.(m) . - = S

) (%) (ml/D) NO;~ NO.~ PO Si0, (ug/D (ug/D

C4-0 1680 3341 552 0.03 0.57 0.16 0.09 2.56 0.02 995 2445
10 1670 3341 591 —-0.35 0.69 0.12 0.08 2.55 0.37 16240 7035
20 1620 3346 579 ~0.18 0.84 0.06 0.05 2.56 0.25 161.75  26.40
30 1580 3351 5.78 —0.12 0.75 0.08 0.06 2.50 051 10955 1325
50 1600 3360 5.95 —0.32 0.3 0.24 0.03 284 0.01 8425 1590
75 850 34.06 5.63 0.94 9.89 0.2 0.34 9.47 0.02 5255 1325
100 500 34.06 6.01 111 14.05 0.18 0.83 9.52 0.31 90.70 1130
125 350  34.04 6.22 116 1597 0.14 084 1510 0.01 11820  10.00
150 220 3403 6.21 A2 17.06 0.16 078 1687 ND 4295 ND
200 140 3405 5.60 2.18 20.8 0.14 1.08 2134 ND 4040 6.05
500 040 34.06 549 249 1557 0.14 105 17.11 0.02 8300 1850
C-50 1590 3352 5.64 0.01 0.66 0.16 0.06 298 0.25 20595 27.05
10 1590 3352 5.68 —0.03 0.15 0.14 0.05 298 0.22 17490 3495
20 1590 3352 545 0.20 0.62 0.2 0.15 2.93 0.27 156.65 21.80
30 1590 3352 532 033 0.37 0.14 0.16 2.59 0.33 16275 1525
5 11.00 3391 5.60 0.63 749 032 0.20 78 0.04 90.05 1525
75 6.00 34.11 5.66 1.29 12.21 0.22 122 1135 0.03 100.95 18.50
100 380 34.08 584 1.49 15.88 0.1 113 16.06 0.01 11440 1195
125 280  34.05 5.93 1.58 18.01 0.21 103 1726 0.01 98.05 277.00
150 200 3404 595 171 20.01 0.03 147 2101 0.01 8045  36.90
200 140  34.05 6.36 142 23.02 0.14 117 26.06 0.01 18290 15.25
300 080 34.06 571 2.19 2342 0.14 152 3038 0.03 126.20 4.75
500 040 34.06 5.16 2.82 25.37 0.38 142 3509 0.37 32955 5395
1000 020 34.06 517 2.85 2411 0.14 163 4692 ND 88.75 19.85
D-1-0 2020 3386 5.26 -0.07 1.18 046 0.05 3.27 140 21010 2375
10 2030 33.86 5.29 -0.11 117 044 0.10 332 0.60 22355 3035
20 2020 3385 5.32 —-0.13 1.03 042 0.15 2.60 0.89 196.05  14.60
30 1920 3364 517 0.13 0.27 0.22 0.08 173 0.89 167.20  63.80
50 1840 33.70 5.24 0.13 298 046 0.21 4.23 0.15 130.05 475
75 1530 3427 4.04 1.65 11.23 0.24 054 1062 0.04 104.45 6.70
100 1440 3440 4.32 1.46 15.18 0.18 055 1115 0.02 99.30  10.65
125 1180 3445 532 0.78 9.14 0.12 044 7.50 ND 35.90 ND
150 760 34.25 5.89 0.80 11.72 0.12 069 1294 0.01 5130 2115
200 370 34.03 6.47 0.88 12.67 0.18 064 1453 0.01 12620 17.20
300 130 34.05 5.90 1.90 20.62 0.16 108 2399 ND 89.10 8.70
500 050 34.06 5.56 240 22.67 0.18 117 4216 0.01 56.10 ND
1000 020 34.06 537 2.65 2391 0.16 1.76 4985 0.01 90.70 7.35

ND : Not Detected
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Appendix 1.(continued)

Temp.  Sal Do AOU Nutrient(ug-at/1) Cht-a POC  PON
© (%) (ml/D) NO;~ NO,” PO’ S0, (ug/) (pg/)

St.(m)

D-3-0 1980 33.68 560 —036 049 038 006 096 067 26200 77.60
10 1970 3366 550 —025 0.71 107 010 140 045 23220 4150
20 1910 3357 531 —0.00 158 046 029 173 026 16850 17.20
30 1910 3357 528 0.03 08 044 015 096 035 20370 29.70
50 1800 338 446 0.95 185 034 016 149 017 17105 34.30
75 1490 3436 417 1.56 1148 02 059 966 002 13710 3820

100 1210 3437 479 127 123 018 064 1010 001 10030 605
125 760 34.20 547 123 1248 016 058 913 001 10380 14.60
150 450  34.04 6.24 0.97 1397 012 063 928 001 10635 3430
200 270 34.02 6.30 1.23 1191 034 049 1011 0.01 89.10 139
500 050 34.06 5.72 2.24 2383 012 142 1976 001 10155  6.70

D-4-0 1910 3360 533  —0.02 141 028 020 303 0/10 12845 2705
10 1910 33.60 545  —0.14 177 028 019 346 020 14160 2245
20 1900 3360 540 —0.08 1.78 03 021 361 011 17105 1260
30 1900 3360 531 0.01 1.96 0.2 020 375 017 19860 2445
50 1740 34.01 472 0.75 1069 016 034 43 006 10670  4.10
75 1330 3434 461 131 1136 016 064 1154 001 10475 27.05

100 980 3431 540 097 1043 022 069 1216 001 10955 1590
125 630 3415 5.77 13 1241 0.2 068 1048 001 11470 27.05
150 360 3403 627 110 2942 012 073 1216 000 5170 6.70
200 170 3404 59 1.77 2203 034 080 1269  0.00 7210  10.00
300 100  34.06 5.71 2.15 225 0.8 122 2803 001 6540  13.95
500 050 34.06 5.37 2.59 2372 0.6 123 3678 001 4230 2180

D50 1890 3350 527 0.06 132 129 015 37 012 12240 1460
20 1870 3349 549 014 221 038 020 514 016 10380 2575
30 1760 3339 564 017 183 022 021 418 040 13455 2445
50 1610 3425 475 0.85 1242 022 064 1413 0.16 14030 2445
75 1190 3431 5.30 0.79 85 014 059 851 0.01 7690 17.20

100 780 3420 569 0.98 1382 004 073 1245  0.00 64.10 1850
125 460  34.08 6.12 107 1292 008 078 1202 001 7115 1460
150 300 3403 638 110 1314 014 059 1268 001 74.65 7.35
200 180 3404 602 1.68 2781 0.8 132 2038 0.0 59.00 3230
500 040 3406 543 255 2545  0.06 113 3327 001 5195  6.05

ND : Not Detected
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Appendix I.(continued)
St(m) Temp.  Sal. Do AOU Nutrient( pg-at/I) Chla POC  PON
© (%) (ml/D) NO,” NO, POZ S0, (ugh) (ug/D

D-6-0 1790 3342 546 —0.03 2.79 0.36 0.15 5.58 037 27225 3500
10 1790 3342 566 —023 1.02 0.22 0.16 3.65 023 14030 2050

20 1650 3345 5.74 —0.16 2.16 0.22 0.20 4.04 017 12845 7.35

30 1610 3337 5.02 0.61 66 048 0.44 3.75 0.25 88.75 6.95

50 1480 33.89 4.96 0.80 343 044 025 543 005 107.35 2.75

75 1040 3428 4.39 1.90 134 0.22 073 1380 002 11660 12.60
100 620 3411 5.89 1.03 1212 0.34 0.78 10.96 002 18100 1525
125 330 3404 6.21 121 1543 0.26 064 1447 001 14190 1195
150 250  34.03 6.02 155 16.81 0.26 093 1784 ND 61.85 540
200 160  34.05 6.08 1.66 18.13 0.24 0.78  20.77 001 15280 27.05
450 050  34.06 573 223 21.3 0.22 103 3413 000 13360 2835
D-7-0 1560 3354 568  —0.00 0.31 0.14 0.06 346 085 61935 15045
10 1560 354 578  —0.10 0.16 0.14 0.05 3.37 033 10030 3165

20 1560 3354 5.65 0.03 045 0.08 0.04 341 019 12240 36.90

30 1550 3355 575  —0.06 049 0.1 0.05 361 041 14735 29.05

50 1410 3369 54 041 3.25 0.34 0.10 5.05 0.09 6220 23.10

7 830 34.05 5.89 0.7 3.89 0.26 054 1038 003 17235 50.05
100 420 34.06 581 45 15.09 0.14 034 1615 0.01 9420 2115
125 220 3405 5.94 1.78 18.82 0.18 123 2117 001 7945 2375
150 120 34.06 597 1.85 21.37 0.1 117 2461 ND 4840 1130
200 0.70  34.06 5.20 272 23.99 0.16 108 3057 ND 4775 1655
300 040 34.06 512 2.86 2421 0.12 107 3884 ND 11275 2705
500 020 34.06 5.06 296 24.99 0.14 147 5149 ND 17265 7495

ND : Not Detected
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Appendix II. Ratios of N/P (by atomic weight), Si/P (by atomic weight), AOU/P (ml-O./ug-at) and
POC/PON (by weight) in the East Sea of Korea in November, 1994

st./depth(m) N/P Si/P AOU/P POC/PON
C-1-0 10.67 322 2531 3.78
10 3133 13.00 76.59 5.73
20 34.00 2733 78.59 441
30 18.30 6.00 47.36 523
50 129.88 3.88 4172 361
7 52.56 2384 15.84 5.39
100 27.03 1541 10.09 423
125 1440 1047 525 19.97
150 19.33 15.22 7.76 2.87
200 8.26 717 257 46.21
300 17.36 19.00 449 7.82
500 17.71 17.23 418 259
AVG. 31.78 1348 26.65 9.32
C-20 52.00 55.25 56.84 3.18
10 24.89 2122 276.10 567
20 9.80 1540 15.62 9.18
30 11.93 16.33 17.35 442
50 13.18 14.59 3.77 484
75 23.06 2413 7.04 347
100 2437 23.20 7.62 2.74
125 17.52 15.84 448 959
150 1949 17.77 6.14 548
200 2231 22.94 5.86 333
500 19.03 2640 452 321
AVG. 21.60 23.55 14.12 501
C30 11.11 17.67 2591 2.66
10 29.13 1437 26.65 178
20 4425 48.00 53.39 2.83
30 37.60 21.20 4414 481
50 9.02 4.77 2.38 136
75 1545 747 3.62 243
100 13.55 397 392 4.20
125 1152 371 3.26 191
150 14.85 6.45 428 147
200 17.85 10.24 4.67 641
300 21.55 12.32 5.07 414
500 17.22 14.80 4.26 592
1000 24.37 30.39 6.09 5.79
AVG. 2057 15.03 14.43 352
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Appendix I1I.(continued)
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st./depth(m) N/P Si/P AOU/P POC/PON

C40 8.1 28.44 26.77 409
10 10.13 31.87 95.44 231

20 18.00 5.120 4461 6.13
30 1383 4167 38,35 8.27
50 18.00 94,67 69.83 5.30
75 29.68 2785 1104 397
100 17.14 1147 501 803
125 19.18 17.98 5.15 182
150 22,08 2163 6.00 ND
200 1939 1976 511 668
500 1496 16.30 563 449
AVG. 1732 3299 22.09 5.11
C-50 1367 4967 4041 761
10 5.80 59.60 4769 5.00
20 547 1953 17.43 7.19
30 3.19 16.19 17.15 1067
50 39.05 39.90 1647 590
75 10.19 9.30 350 546
100 14.14 1421 410 957
125 1769 1676 466 0.35
150 1363 1429 340 2.18
200 19.79 22.97 406 11.99
300 1550 19.99 367 26,57
500 18.13 2471 440 6.11
1000 14.88 28.79 386 447
AVG. 1470 25.79 13.14 793

ND : Not Detected
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Appendix 1I.(continued)

I.

FA 39 %Y 2X% #7

st./depth(m) N/P Si/P AQU/P POC/PON
D-10 32.80 65.40 43.17 8.85
10 16.10 33.20 2115 7.37
20 9.67 17.33 13.99 1343
30 6.13 21.63 29.96 262
50 16.38 20.14 1161 27.38
75 21.24 1967 7.56 15.59
100 2793 20.27 717 9.32
125 21.05 17.05 7.71 ND
150 17.16 18.75 532 243
200 20.08 22.70 6.29 734
300 19.24 2221 485 10.24
500 19,53 36.03 497 ND
1000 13.68 2832 346 1234
AVG. 1854 26.36 12.86 10.63
D-3-0 14.50 16.00 3136 3.38
10 17.80 14.00 19.96 5.60
20 703 597 784 9.80
30 8.60 6.40 15.36 6.86
50 13.69 9.31 2043 5.16
75 19.80 16.37 6.80 359
100 19.50 15.78 6.05 16.58
125 21.79 15.74 7.06 711
150 2237 1473 6.44 3.10
200 25.00 20.63 9.10 6.39
500 16.87 13.92 398 15.16
AVG. 17.00 13.53 12.22 7.52
D-4-0 845 15.15 11.26 475
10 10.79 18.21 11.22 6.31
20 9.90 17.19 10.46 13.58
30 10.80 18.75 1143 8.12
50 3191 12.15 9.09 26.02
75 18.00 18.03 6.01 387
100 1543 17.62 5.37 6.89
125 18.54 1541 6.01 424
150 4047 16.66 5.83 861
200 27.96 15.86 6.35 721
300 1851 2298 452 4.69
500 19.33 29.90 488 194
AVG. 19.17 18.16 7.70 8.02

ND : Not Detected
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Appendix 1I.(continued)

5 - FEA - 0BT

st./depth(m) N/P Si/P AOU/P POC/PON
C-50 17.40 25.00 15.64 8.38
20 12.95 25.70 10.77 4.03
30 9.76 19.90 10.33 5.50
50 19.75 22.08 507 5.74
75 14.64 1442 5.77 447
100 1899 17.05 5.25 346
- 125 66.67 1541 5.32 4.87
150 2251 2151 729 10.16
200 2113 1544 3.78 1.83
500 22.58 2944 529 859
AVG. 2264 20.60 745 5.70
D-20 21.00 37.20 15.36 7.78
10 .75 22.81 13.15 6.84
20 11.90 20.20 1117 1748
30 4.86 852 6.86 12.77
50 1548 21.72 13.05 39.04
75 18.66 18.90 6.30 9.25
100 1597 14.05 512 11.87
125 2492 22.61 6.86 11.87
150 1835 19.18 5.15 1145
200 23.58 26.63 6.38 5.65
450 20.89 33.14 548 471
AVG. 16.67 22.27 8.63 12.61
D-740 733 5767 40.52 412
10 6.00 67.40 46.63 317
20 13.25 85.25 61.53 332
30 11.80 72.20 4754 5.07
50 35.90 50.50 29.10 269
75 769 19.22 6.55 344
100 4.79 47.50 1341 445
125 14.84 16.59 399 6.14
150 1545 1721 414 3.35
200 18.35 21.03 444 4.28
300 22.36 28.31 5.66 2.89
500 22.74 36.30 587 417
1000 17.10 35.03 435 2.30
AVG. 18.28 42.63 21.06 3.80
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