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Table 1, General characteristics of the teachers
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Elementary Middle & high College & university
Characteristics school school
(n=73) (n=641) (n=410)
Sex
Male 50.7 % 774 % 878 %
Female 49.3 22.6 12.2
Age(years)
= 29 219 % 6.6 % 22 %
30 - 39 17.8 41.2 24.9
40 - 49 31.5 251 39.0
50 - 59 23.3 24.6 24.9
60 + 5.5 2.5 9.0
Marital status
Single 16.4 % 6.6 % 59 %
Married . 83.6 93.4 94.1
Experience of travels abroad
Yes 6.9 % 30.6 % 700 %
No 93.1 69.4 30.0
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Table 2. Source of knowledge about AIDS

Source of knowledge Elzg:f;:?ry Mldcg:hﬁ)\hlgh College ‘E‘ university Total
(0=73) (neb641) (n=410) (n=1,124)
Newspaper & magazine 87.7 % 931 % 953 % 93.6 %
Broadcasting 91.8 91.6 90.9 91.3
Poster 64.4 81.4 82.1 80.5
Health personnel 559 68.9 78.2 71.6
Publicity booklet 54.8 70.5 53.0 63.1
Education on AIDS 8.2 10.3 58 8.5
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Table 3. Proportion of correct response on questions about mode
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of transmission of AIDS

Questionnaire statements Yes No Don't know
Transfusion with infected blood 98.4%% 0.4% 1.2%
Neonate and old people can be infected 90.3"* 2.6 71
Infected mother to fetus 78.9* 8.5 12.6
Shaking hands with infected person 9.5 78.2" 12.3
AIDS cna be cured if treated early 10.8 66.9" 223
Eating and drinking with infected person l6.1 65.5" 18.4
Taking a bath with infected person 26.2 52.6* 21.2
Mosquito bite 252 45.2* 29.6

* : Correct answer
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Table 4. Proportion of correct response on questions about mode of transmission of AIDS by teachers

Elzac;l(:iiry Mlddsl:h;%l high College &4 1u(l;ivert;ity
Questionnaire statements (n=73) (n=641) (0=410)

Yes No Don't know Yes No Don't know ,  Yes No Don't know

Transfusion with infected blood 98.6%* - 1.4%  98.1% 0.6% 1.3% 98.8% 0.2% 1.0%

Neonate and old people can be 90.3* 2.8 6.9 89.5 3.5 7.1 91.6 1.2 1.0
infected

Infected mother to fetus 84.9" 4.1 11.0 81.1 7.7 10.5 73.3 10.5 16.2

Shaking hands with infected person 6.8 822% 110 121 75.9 12.0 5.7 81.1 132

AIDS can be cured if treated early 12.5 5977 278 13.5 63.8 227 6.1 73.0 20.8

Eating and drinking with infected 205 589% 205 18.7 62.4 18.9 11.1 71.7 17.2
person

Taking a bath with infected person 338 493% 169 28.8 48.7 225 20.6 59.3 201

Mosquito bite 26.0 342" 397 26.7 46.1 27.3 22.7 45.9 31.4

* : Correct answer.

Table 5. Mean number of correct response on questions by general characteristics

Elementary Middle & high _ ’
Characteristics school school College i& university Total
(n=73) (n=641) (n=410) (n=1,124)
Age(years)
< 29 5.9 6.0 6.1 6.0
30 39" 5.8 58 6.3 5.9
40 49 53 58 6.1 59
50 - 59* 53 5.4 59 5.6
60 + 6.8 4.9 49 5.1
Sex
Male 54 5.7 6.0 58
Female 5.8 5.7 59 58
Marital status
Single 6.5 5.8 58 6.0
Married” 54 5.7 6.0 58
Travels abroad
Yes* 5.4 5.5 6.0 5.8
No 5.6 58 5.9 5.8
Total* 5.6 5.7 6.0 5.8

*p < 0.05 (significantly different between three groups).
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Table 6. Mean number of correct response on questions by source of knowledge about AIDS
Elementary Middle & high N
Source of knowledge school school College §L41u(;l)wem‘y (niriatlaéﬂ
(0=73) (n=641) (n= =1,
Newspaper & magazine
Yes 5.7 5.7 6.0 5.8
No 53 5.4 6.2 5.6
Broadcasting
Yes 5.7 5.7 6.0 5.8
No 5.3 55 5.1 5.6
Poster
Yes 5.5 5.7 6.0
No 5.9 5.6 6.0 3
Health personnel
Yes 6.0 58 6.1 59**
No 5.3 55 58 5.6
Publicity hooklet
Yes 5.7 5.7 6.1 59
No 5.5 5.5 5.8 5.7
Education on AIDS
Yes 6.0 5.4 6.5 5.7
No 5.6 5.7 6.0 58
** p < 0.01(significantly different between two groups:yes & no).
Table 7. Proportion of cormect response about high risk group of AIDS
Elementary Middle & high N
Risk group school school Collcgtznfzﬂu(l)lxversxty Tln ‘1% 4
(n=73) (n=641) =410) (n=1,124)
Homosexualist 795 % 825 % 88.0 % 75.4 %
Sailor for overseas service 80.8 75.8 76.3 74.3
Prostitute 82.2 73.9 73.2 74.2
Drug abuser 26.0 27.3 359 303
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Table 8. Attitude about HIV infected student

Attitude El:;?;? v Mid(ll:::hcital bigh College ;&41“6“""““3’
(n=73) (n=641) (n=410)

If there are infected siudents in your children's school?

Pressure into him for leaving 20.8% 13.3% 12.1%
Avoidance of contact 62.5 69.4 60.7
Ordinary contact 16.7 17.3 27.2

If there are infected students in your children's school?

Pressure into him for leaving 17.8% 18.5% 16.2%
Avoidance of contact 52.1 494 429
Ordinary contact 301 321 40.9

Table 9. Attitude about HIV infected student by level of knowledge about AIDS

Level of Knowledge about ALDS -
Attitude
0-1 2- 4 5 6 7-8
If there arc infected students in your children's school?
Pressure into him for leaving 13.6% 19.1% 15.1% 9.6%
Avoidance of contact 81.8 64.8 67.4 62.9
Ordinary contact 45 16.1 175 27.5
If there are infected students in your children's school?
Pressure into him for leaving 23.8% 24.0% 18.3% 13.7%
Avoidance of contact 59.5 505 48.3 44.4

Ordinary contact 16.7 255 3.39 41.9
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Table 10. Self-reported competence level of health education on AIDS for students

competence Elesrx:;?ry Middle & high College & university Total
level (n=73) (n=410) (n=1,124)
Competent 9.6 % 10.0 % 81 %
Not competent 74.0 73.3 77.9
Indifferent 164 16.7 14.1
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-Abstract-
Knowledge and Attitude about AIDS among Teachers in Taegu City

Tae Yoon Hwang, Jun Sakong, Kyeong Soo Lee, Seok Beom Kim
Chang Yoon Kim, Pock Soo Kang, Jong Hak Chung

Department of Preventive Medicine and Public Health
College of Medicine, Yeungnam University

Taegu, Korea

The AIDS is a serious health problem worldwide today and also in Korea. Increasing knowledge and
modification of behavior by health education is an important goal of human immunodeficiency virus(HIV)
prevention strategies. And school health education is an important part of health education.

This study was conducted to evaluate the knowledge and attitude about AIDS in teachers and professors in
Taegu City and to provide the basic data for school health education. A self-administered questionnaire was
given to 1,124 teachers and professors from April to June 1992.

Indced, the majority of the teachers and professors have a lot of knowledges about AIDS, but many of
thern also have misconceptions. The level of knowledge about AIDS was positively associated with attitude
toward infected students. The sources of knowledge about AIDS were mainly TV, ncwspapers and magazines,
but a few of the subjects obtained their knowledge from health education programs.

This study suggests that the reinforcement of health education for the teachers, professors and students be
needed to provide the accurate knowledge on AIDS and adequate knowledge sources and materials for school

health education on AIDS should be developed.

Key Words: AIDS, Knowledge, Attitude, Tcachers



