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< Abstract >

Factors related with the adolescent cigarette smoking

Yun Ju Kang * Sung Jae Suh
(Seoul Scheol Health Center)

The purpose of this study is to examine the associated risk factors for adolescent cigarette smoking. In
February 1995, a total of 1793 students from 17 general high schools in Seoul were assessed with a self-
completing questionnaire pertaining current smoking status and school - family - peer environmental factors.

The results are as follows;

1. The overall proportion of current smoker among students in the study was 17.3%; 27.7% in males and 6.6% in
females.

2. There was significant association between smoking status and all school environmental factors (ranks at school,
satisfaction at school,study hours after school,extracurricular activity) examined.

3. Siblings smoking in males and family structure in females were significantly associated with the smoking status
of students. '

4, Functional aspect of family environmental factors, such as APGAR score, parental supervision,attachment to
father or to mother were related to smoking status of students,

5. Association with friends who smoke was significantly associated with smoking status of students.

6. In males, association with friends who smoke, ranks at school, siblings smoking were significant positive
predictors and APGAR score,parental supervision, attchment to mother were significant negative predictors. In
females, association with friends whosmoke, ranks at school, satisfaction at school were significant positive
predictors and parental supervision, attchment to father were significant negative predictors.

These findings suggest that strategies that influence smoking behavior need to be directed not only to
the individual student but also to their peer group, family and school environment.



