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Perceived Fitting Problems of Ready-to—-Wear Garments
with Asian Women in U, S. A.

- Focusing on the residents of Twin Cities in Minnesota -

Kim, Sun-Hwa
Dept. of Design, Housing & Apparel, College of Human Ecology, University of Minnesota

ABSTRACT : Recently, the population of Asian people has increased constantly in the United States. ,
but appearances, culture and thoughts of Asian people are different with Americans in various ways, especially
body shapes. Despite the recent developments in apparel size ranges in U. S. A., few changes have been
made in sizing for Asian Women, Size ranges designed for Asian Women are not available on the mass market
in U. S, A. They have many difficulties in finding clothing that fits well. Especially they do experience such
as clothing problems in varying degrees. Therefore this research was designed to investigate the specific clo-
thing problems of Asian Women in relation with size and fit, Asian Women’ s present means of resolving their
clothing problems in U. S, A.

60 Asian Women.in Twin cities, Minnesota were interviewed during the period of October, 1991. Data
were analyzed by descriptive statistics for demographic information on the selected sample and the chi-square
test for relationships between the independent variables and clothing problems. .

The results indicated that most respondents had shopped in a department store and 38.3% of the respo-
ndents answered rarely—fit of suit, Also 40% of the respondents answered that pants length was too long.
There were significant relationships between the demographic variables i.e. age, marital status, occupation,
height and clothing problems of Asian women,
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Table 1, Demographic Characteristics of the Sample

. Frequency | Percent-
Variables (n=60) age (100%)
Nationality | Japan 8 13.3
Korea 31 51.7
Taiwan 11 18.3
Other 10 16.7
Age 20-24 11 18.3
25-34 38 63.3
35-54 11 18.3
Marital Single 18 30.0
Status Married 42 70.0
Occupation No 32 53.3
Yes 28 46.7
under 15
Heighy 158cm 25.0
158cm 27 45.0
under
164cm
164cm 18 30.0
and over
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Table 2. Sources of Clothing Purchase according to Ciothing Items

n=60 (%)
Blouse Sweater Skirt Pant Dress Suit Coat
Never Buy 19(31.7) | 12(20.0) | 10(16.7) | 3(5.0) |24(40.0) | 32(53.3) | 20(33.3)

Discount Store

9(15.0) | 14(23.3) [ 11(18.3) | 20(33.3) | 2(3.3) 3(5.0) 4(6.7)

Department Store

25(41.7) | 29(48.3) | 27(45.0) | 25(41.7) | 23(38.3) | 18(30.0)

24(40.0)

Specialty Store 7(11.7) | 5(8.3)

12(20.0) | 12(20.0) | 11(18.3)

6(10.0) | 12(20.0)
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Table 3. The Fit of Ready-to~Wear Garments n=60 (%)
Blouse Sweater Skirt Pants Dress Suit Coat

Never Fit 2 (3.3 1 1.7 5 (8.3) 6 (10.0) 6 (10.0) 5 (8.3) 3(5.0)
Rare 14 (23.3) 7 (11.7) 5 (8.3) 3 (5.0) 15 (25.0) |23 (38.3) |11(18.3)
Sometimes |15 (25.0) |11 (18.3) |22 (36.7) {21 (35.0) |13 (21.7) |13 (21.7) |14(23.3)
Usually 21 (35.0) |27 (45.0) |20 (33.3) |24 (40.0) |19 (31.7) |14 (23.3) |22(36.7)
Always 8 (13.3) |14 (23.3) 8 (13.3) 6 (10.0) 7 (11.7) 5 (8.3) 10(16.7)

Table 4, The Fit Problems of the Garments n=60 (%)

Neck to |Sleeve |Skirt Pants
Bust Waist Hip Shoulder |Waist at|Length |Length )Length |[Crotch
Back

Too 7(11.7) | 5(8.3) | 5(8.3) 4(5.0) | 2(3.3) [13(21.7)]12(20.0) |24(40.0) | 2(3.3)
large/
long
Large/ |29(48.3)115(25.0) {19(31.7) [29(48.3) [37(61.7) [31(51.7) | 22(36.7) [19(31.7) |13(21.7)
Long
but can
wear
Fit 24(40.0) (33(55.0) {28(46.7) |27(45.0) [18(30.0) [16(26.7) [ 26(43.3) [14(23.3) 138(63.3)
Small/ 0(0.0) 5(8.3) 6(10.0) 11.7) | 3(5.0) | 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 3(5.0) 6(10.0)
Short
but can
wear
Too 0(0.0) 2(3.3) 2(3.3) | 0(0.0) | 0(0.0) | 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(1.7)
small/
short
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Table 5, Methods of Solutions to Fitting Problems

Methods of Solutions Fr(f::g)c y P(Zi'ggr.l(t);)ge
Alternations 24 40.0
Purchase only brands 14 23.3
that fit

Make own clothes 1 1.7
Nothing, just live 20 33.3
with them

Other 1 1.7

Table 6, By Whom Alternation done
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Frequency | Percentage
(n = 24) (100.0%) Table 7, Relationship of Marital Status and
Sel f 14 58.3 Garment Fitting Problems
Store 6 25.0 ] Marital Status
Friend or Relative 1 4.2 Fitting Problens iigﬂ(e)o%h::;l(;go S
Dressmaker or Tailor 1 4.2 Neck to Waist at Back
Cleaner 1 4.2 long but can wear | 7(38.9)[32(76.2)(8.311"* 2
Other 1 4.2 fit 10(55.6)| 8(19.0)
short but can wear| 1(5.6) | 2(4.8)
Crotch
5 WHAER ABEAH ST i long but can wear | 4(22.2){11(26.2)[11.875"* 2
(1) d%3 JEZAFERS] TA fit 8(44.4)[30(71.4)
AR A E S W2 o BFA e g short but can wear| 6(33.3) 1(2.6)
Al F98x ¥ Aoz ey, FE9 * p(.05, **p¢.001
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Table 8, Relationship of Occupation and
Garment Fitting Problems

Occupation
Fitting Problems No n=32 [Yes n=28] X*® (d.f.
(100%) (100%)
Skirt Length
too long 10(31.3)} 7(25.0)8.704*| 2
long but can wear{16(50.0)| 6(21.4)
fit 6(18.8)[15(53.6)

*p<. 05

Table 9, Relationship of Height and Garment Fitting Problems

Height
Fitting Problems under 158cm | 158cm~164cm over 164cm X2 d.f.
n=15 (100%) | n=27 (100%) n=18 (100%)
Bust 10.934* 4
too large 5 (33.3) 2 (7.4) 0 (0.0)
large but can wear 6 (40.0) 15 (55.6) 8 (44.4)
fit 4 (26.7) 10 (37.0) 10 (55.6)
Waist 15,432% 6
too large 3 (20.0) 1 (3.7) 1 (5.6)
large but can wear 7 (46.7) 5 (18.5) 3 (16.7)
fit 3 (20.0) 20 (74.1) 10 (55.6)
small but can wear 2 (13.3) 1 3.7 4 (22.2)
Hip 20,088%x* 6
too large 3 20.0) 2 (7.4) 0 (0.0)
large but can wear 7 (46.7) 9 (33.3) 3 (16.7)
fit 5 (33.3) 15 (55.6) 8 (44.4)
small but can wear 0 (0.0) 1 (3.7) 7 (38.9)
Shoulder 10.071% 4
too large 3 (20.0) 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0)
large but can wear 5 (33.3) 15 (55.6) 9 (50.0)
fit 7 (46.7) 12 (44.4) 9 (50.0)
Neck to Waist at Back 13.725% 4
long but can wear 14 (93.3) 19 (70.4) 6 (33.3)
fit 1 (6.7) 7 (25.9) 10 (55.6)
short but can wear 0 (0.0) 1 (3.7) 2 (11.1)
Crotch 15.834%* 4
long but can wear 9 (60.0) 5 (18.5) 1 (5.6)
fit 5 (33.3) 20 (74.1) 13 (72.2)
short but can wear 1 (6.7) 2 (7.4) 4 (22.2)

* p{.05,

*xp( 001
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