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Chirality of Drug Molecules and Biological Activity
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Summary — Chirality is important in the conlext of biological activity because at a molecular level, asymmetry
dominates biological process. While most pharmaceuticals of natural origin are single enantiomers, most of the
synthesized chiral drugs are used in the form of racemic mixtures of two or more diastereomers. The
enantiomers of a racemic drug generally differ in phammacodynamic and pharmacokinetic properties as a
consequence of stereoselective interaction with optically active molecular components of living organism. In
pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics enantioselectivity plays an important role.

The information on the sum of eutomer and distomer in a racemic drugs is very important in the estimation of
therapeutic advantage and/or toxicity of racemates. The choice of preferentially developing a single
enantiomer should be based on actual therapeutic advantages and especially improved safety.
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HICHE Ma} 42| &M
Pasteur= “$-5-= ®]thA o] th(The universe is dissymme-
trical).” 2}37 ZYaHERR)HAA T o] FFol| glelA] = vt A4
o] F8Ao] A 2= F rh(HegstromF, 1990; Ma-
son, 1984; Bradley, 1994).

dapdez ) 2o SHIE B (optical ac-
tivity)y2 1815 &3k Z=|5=} Biotell 28] X& &l
ik FEAde|2t sghgo] B A& sHAA S
S FE g oo, olelw WAL $Ate) WAl 7]
elglt}= alAle] Biote] A|AFsIw Pasteurel] &]#iA] &9ls]
GAth(Weyer, 1974; Wainer, 1993).

shabEaiz viefAe] =7 fdAe AR LAz
32k A o] Fatol s 53] Fol oli= AL giAle)
AAZE A& o) F Afld BEAFFE Fof wgA wR4
(asymmetric catbon)7} 91-& A% ¢]5-2 A= ALAle
Al JA H o] & £ A #AAH(chirality) == A4k 1A
Al (enantiomerism)o |2} Fhe}, Wit A 47 nof Y=
hAse] glg W 2709 |1Ale] A7} olg <= ol} A

* To whom correspondence should be addressed.

2+ A 9li= o] AE A-gAb o144 Al (enantiomer)2t
I sk o] ol AlE Brd AR st HAe] oH
222 #PAL 3)A uhsfo] A8 uiry e}, AR/
ey #Ewe] shtal 3l dihc}(Ariens, 1986b).
Aldel| EAsls A E> T FEAAL 2w gl= Il
o)A R EAshed FEAo] LRFA] 150091 de] At
AR E 7L o5 2hAs] oldlslA] ko glt viRk

HY
o Ho

Agshd FAelA Bokg of ddoldAe] WsEEE &

3329 racemate R} wl=rl= AlAo] 2 oz glxr
wgk bl 3k skt el QAAE JAEe]A
g Z43tu 2y of - §& o)A Ate] tS ] ExA
22 A= e AT 3 oA AT PAE =S 213}
ghrlolely A7Her 4= glul(Williams, 1990; Pifferi, 1995).

o)ekEo vl Mo F23 72 FgHEe] ExlpFi
A AeldAdg viepd o 3838 4% 7] wZelr}. ¥
A Ao AFEEMS] AA AL opu} v|dA 48 2+
T 9l ER M= At o1 A A Y A=l @A gleiA
Akat ate]7t 912 4 ¢)=H(Sheldon, 1993; Wainer, 1993;
Testa, 1986).

A o JAAA BEA HellA F=r, B, thA}, vixd =}

A3} e obEH A% wE 480 Faske] 4z

o
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Fig. 1. Enantioselectivity in taste and odor perception(Sheldon,
1993).

o2 ol vehls kg el BAlo] glejAE lo)7) o)L

‘3{),7] o s#o | chBrodie, 1972; Simonyi %, 1984; Testa 5,
1986; Ariens %, 1986a; Drayer, 1986; Jamah , 1989).

o]ZL RE A=y Ao AL 5 gl Uk
LB o] ekZ W ut opz} A, A&A|, ¥E 1
AlFER 7S BED e Ariens 5, 1988; 1990; Eichel-
baum, 1988).

A7) WA e B9l 27 A7} o= u
WAoleie Qe AN W AR BAT AT
2Ajske] AaAgel Qo Hig Yol TG B 5
glets 7L 444 olsig 4 drk(Williams 5, 1985;
Ariens, 1987).

BE 24 I ESL AL o)A A7) 50:50L 2 A
=o] g]om o]F hA|v] Al (racemate)2} g}, =hAw| A 25
Bl E2|F AAs spekE Adzle] 2 A o AAEAE
E2 Fegcte A2l resolution) #-¢- o294 A
e o7 ghed ARlellA] S Foltt. 1o oF
ol e 2Pl Al £ 5 ol vkt 7]Ee] e
che) A Aate] 7healH T A b2 o] ookl
At 27] DARE w o] AR tE o] AlFe| Fel=
M 9= Aot} {Arens £, 1984; Walle 5, 1986; Ariens

=, 1986a; Drayer 5, 1986, 1987, 1988) (Fig. 1).
49| HEM O[MEA ME|M(Enantioselectivity)

ojoFgE-e o Rela Az FoiEE o)A BEhEA
o1of o]zl oAl FHeFE o] A2 YL Yehilr]
A= 7R HAE AXA Dci(Ariens, 1988). F =7
# (exposer phase), 2F%2 3}A (pharmacokinetic phase) =L
257 o:Z-% el =] (pharmacodynamic phase)o 24 olgt
ovgo] Folgw B4, 2, WAL B el oE s
£ AAA He w23 oA 3l g 2o A
o] -8-(bioavailibility)o]=} &}, mar kg2 ®A FA
(target tissue)?) &+8-2.9) & £E A} £ 40} Azl
45 Fo A4S s = old AHL oFF

Selspdels) gk,
FEEAAD FEENTNANN FoB AL G

A =
A A1 chiralehEel 2lolA] QA1 4
Hauze] AR Holt Yoe v o
o] zfo)z} A7|A Hr}(Kragh-Hansen, 1988; Tucker 5
1990). <rEZAFE F=2 A=) glev HAwHEE HSA
(Human Serum Albumin)¢} AGP(cu-Acid glycoprotein)e]t}.
=a3te] ofx]7} gl AL ol)X|RH(Brodersen S, 1984;
Honore, 1990; Kragh-Hansen, 1988) HSA|= 271¢] A&hs-
%](major binding site) = warfarin-azapropazone¥} indole-
benzodiazepineol 8] AGPel= 179] ZAg397) 9l=
7Zeg A5 3 glrhMuller, 1975, 1979; Sudlow 5, 1975;
Fehske %, 1981; Sjoholm%:, 1979; Brunner -5, 1985).
FAaol AgAal o]gA A A]=1A] (enantioselectivity )y <F
EEeel B U ohfel cRERHANALR e T3l
th. @] alzl(xenobiotics)el FE-& Aulela] Fhel o))
abEle) oh2 FA 2 wsled F)EEAel A9 o=
oA FoflA] 5A} o)A Aol MR F Ao 2L
ubA] o A7) 24 2R (prochiral molecule)el| A% o A]
wh7 bR th(Jamali, 1989; Lee 5, 1990). )&l &) =g
S AgAt o)A A Aol gc). FA YAl FLT
A7} = galge] AgEe gl 1 F shrE ke
2872 vped v File]l B 4 gle AL ATIH
Aeoletz stz zeldk TAUAE 2 2AkE A2
22t ghot o1 A diaksel 4% 52 F diAbAl= vt
walela] g Bake & FAE vhebd 5= gleh(Tucker
=, 1990; Low 5, 1978).

AL} o)A BEolAdoz Y aLEe] SAS v}
el o= TaekH A<l prilocained ol EFE0] AR shd
Prilocaine-2- A A ol A] amide B E 4] 2H2-2 wlol &
slEm old elEsEFE] ¥ Z(methemoglobinemia)2|
2le]l E2el o-oluidinee] A ¥ (Reynolds, 1987). Pri-
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olerge| ojddn Ma] 24 21

locaine-2 B ARHAR7} shlelm g 2702 A4k o|AA
A7t EAQE o 9lom 1 FollA Rl AE BalgErt
uFut kel o-toluidines] AJAlo] FA3%) Erlsln g4
=4S e A "t ey [S]e]A Als Ak ks
A Ratgo] A glch(Takada 5, 1966; Benoit 5, 1972)
(Fig. 2.).

delddeeoz of¢ 283 AW (biotrans-
formation)® 2.4 A+7|2A 9] A E-o] A (prochiral stereos-
pecificity)®} =¥ &l24 dopamineof|4] [R]-noradre-
nalineo] #{A s+ 7€ F 4 ¢} Dopaminee] PB-hy-
droxylase®l] &84 A=A 22 [R]-form7to] FA]=]m o
A A EA & Z 23 hormonee|t}.

AzAog <tEe] <kf)lFdlE  pharmacodynamic¥h
pharmacokinetic 7] 25%9] d3kS wkx]ut, §4-9) cnan-
tioselectivity¥= o= 7 9-of| £ #AlA datS- s}y glc) 1
WA 2R A Foll A MBS 2R @A GFL o ]’H
A& distomerz} St A 0B S le] F F
ooz BHad Boego|zta & 4 gloh #Ade] 7 °]
A A Z eutomer(Hansch, 1973)8} 331 5 7-2-4F 0|42 |
= eutomer®} distomer?] A-47}%w|-2  “eudismic ratio
(ERY =} stc}. Butomer?] @Al w7} 29 52 ERE #
At} =4t % enantiomer?] A E A= kLekal alx A
Q] FA7} glen] ekggko] ztowm 222 enantiomer?]
A EAE o ARk o7l dEFs AIuFozA
Pfeifferty] 2 o2} e} (Peiffer, 1956).

olu] Avigl nle} o] elAn|Ae] AEAo|AAES F
A AAANEReb] A AA] AFEage 2 wgte]
FEE B b5 A Zolr) oAl Ak vl B3
S| O dRAAUAEL R gjekFoe] Ml Aate A
AL 9A F3AY ol du® I YulE ol ER] E

8 SAEal A g o Aw FUdAEIe)| A A B
the 2 A E E O R ol F w|dgle] AREE] ¢
=l Zlo)tH(Drayer, 1987). Chiral2]ekE o4 E3] AEI=

CHs \CHg 3 oGy o CHe
m}\ : \/\N/g]/N
: O

(S)-Prilocaine (R)-Prilocaine
slow rapid
hydrolysis hydrolysis
CHs
H
\/\HBC% oH + H;N
. . CO -
(no methemoglobinemia) E

produces toxic metabolites
(methemoglobinemia)

Fig. 2. Enantiospecific biotoxification in prilocaine.

AbdelAlvE E&elA ddjuid-S vehll= D, L R, S 2
22 g sAwaRg vl (+), (o 4, 12 EF3}

B3 £ 3E 2R ARSS A e ARk 7
7t woka Edfo] & ] 74EE o] $hrH(Gal, 1988)

2AoldH e gl FMTHH

A g A TRl Al o)A Ao el
A DA ole} 3Ee] ofE{r}A] AR re] 4e
T qdck A7 izl vize dFqldA ehrlA=
FoJale= Aol FRlE Av% i £ dY o|HAR F
o3z Zo] felat A$= lct
Distomer2| MO0 &12}51X| 42 AL

27 o)A Al o Bhr) A EEAT} gl BRE ope &
A% A3 ¢gs distomerE isomeric ballastz} FHc}(Ariens,
1986a). o238} <& WEA <] AL 2 FF /UL 3 9]
= vigabatrin-g- F 4 9)t}, Vigabatrin(gamma-vinyl-GABA)
< AAPEE ’%l’é?—l%"]iﬂl AH-E = 2ekRe 2 A
y-aminobutyric acid transaminase?] ¥]7}ed <JA Aotk -
Amionbutyric acid transaminased= A173x1EAQ]  y-am-
inobutyric acid(GABA)E-s)e} o] gl HAeo|rh(Grant
Z, 1991). Vigabatrin stereocenter”} 17fo] 22 R-9} §-o]
AA7Y 9lem okelane} aAlld HA4L 2 7L Svi-
gabatrin®] 37 R-vigabatrin2- 2] 587} FAle] Ag] ¢glmo
2 R-vigabatrin- “isomeric ballast’ ol dlw3Elc}. 1A ok
Aol Eale] »F ¢)& R-vigabatring A A% ZAE S-vi-
gabatring- 7S 712 v]=idA] A feE|3lR] go=
Z racemate = 39 % 3 ¢)ch(Fig. 3).

Aryloxypropanolamine | #3}7, ]'3}24] = BArAl 2 A 3}
Gtz o 2= ol U] E% 8 2] noradrenaline£]
T3 FAlsle R (SIS oA A Te] AR
= zkw it

£ propranolol®] 7-¢ [S]olA A7} [RlelAA] Xt
1308) 7<) Fsles [Rle1gsle <kart A9 o
ok & = git}d. 2322 [Rl©]AHAS distomerz} &
gl=r] o] distomeri= F-Ak-go] Aol glous atd|u|A 2
AR-E 7 gleh(Barrett 5, 1968; Albani 5, 1984).

=3 AP AR AR E AL oA £87 7R

HOOGC-HyC-H,C CHzCHx-COOH

H
N ; 2

o ; ‘C

HC=HC  NH2 : HaN™  GH=CH,

(R)-Vigabatrin (8)-Vigabatrin

Fig. 3. Enantiomers of vigabatrin.



212 Soon Kyoung Kwon

HO.

R.
-

H “OH H ~H

% N
H “OH {

(R)-Noradrenaline

Ar= R’=”’< (8)-Propranolol

NH
—m 2 —< (9)-Atenclol
——Q/\’COCH:’_< (S)-Metoprolol

(—'O
N N_) -‘é (8)-Timolol
= -Timolo
‘é (8)-Penbutolol

Fig. 4. Structures of the eutomers of [B-blockers and f-
adrenergic stimulant, noradrenaline.

HO

(S)—-B-Blocker

o whgeges 4R dvhes olfE 9%tk Atenolol
(Hanson %, 1973)3} metoprolol(Koch-Weser, 1979; Ben-
field 5, 1986)% o] A FFE=2A AL oA A A=
ZAJn] (eudismic ratio, ER)7} Z-zk 129} 2700] A1k o] & ok
X dA AR AR ARSE 2 gl

o st o]l F2 A ABAR AM-ET S
£ timololZ A48 g [SeAdA= =8 BviElx
alth(Keats, 1984). Ul x5 220 2 A9 wi ok
0 b 7 gl BHE okEely pARLLS 03
# 38}A] g2 Fakgql 4 glr}(Franciosa 5, 1972; Ul-
rych 5, 1972).

IEF} penbutolol®= (S)-(-)-o] A A2 =gl=]e] o]-&x 7. §)
ov} AR} e B BN Wil a7
3t} (Kaiser -5, 1980; Lund-Johansen, 1979).

wked @5 Aryloxypropanolamine7] (-2}ka)|7} 4lekeo
2 ot Ed] ol ojdAR g Aoz A7t
Ak s F2hgo] Hohis SHARE X S & e of
T 7% B4R Fahs AEe] Autelu £3kw]o] 9ot
AL vl A EA) o47) wEelt}. =itk 3]s o}
A2 o ZhAA Q] BA - JlsAE wA g
8171 wjFoc}(Fig. 4).

Distomer2] SM0| Al2}5t P

Distomer7} SA12 vlehfl= 7924 olu= ek n] A
2 AT ol AeRE] 9 oA E daleput
e},

HEA] 24 196099 saAZ AMEW  thali-
domide®] ®v]FH <l Al E & 4 glrk(Lenz, 1988).

& e S

0 o] o]
T — Qe
————
0 O""NT Vo o O7TOH
1

()thalidomide (+)N-phthaloylglutamine

S-(-)=embryotoxic and teratogenic l

R-(+)=not embryotoxic and teratogenic
Q
o

o Q" "oH
(H)N-phthaloylglutamic acid

Fig. 5. The metabolic pathway of thalidomide in mice and
rats(Lien, 1995).

Thalidomide= H] A &t47} glo vz Fjatizle) S
A2 ==y 2r)dde HobE 28-S 2hx)81x] 23
2% 2w AZ geEgdch eyt sefjeke] F7)3le)
w2} 3| F4F 7] 5 o} (phocomelia)e] EAo] FE2H T, 1 F
FA} A7E ulel| &3ha [R]o] A A= FHET ool
o2 Fahgo] giglovt, [SlelAAlE <1zt elolel] 4
58] 71 2he-& Zhar glar o] 2 Helofu} gle} 7)
HE Al Hdalo] Ak A4S B3R H5A @A =
i} (Fabro %, 1967).

Thalidomide ¥ racemate & E8ts}o] &jokTo o xlg3)
b ofstalng g 9 9ol Zolch(Lien 5, 1976,
1995; Soudijn %, 1983). S-(-)}-Thalidomide’= AJ |1 ¢l A]
(-)-N-phthaloylglutamine@ A3 (-)-N-phthaloylglutamic
acid® iAbE] =] o] F A2 -2 mouse?} rat2] efjo}el] 7]
dmgel ggel Wk R(IIAE AT o)
= (+)-N-phthaloylglutamine-Z 7]3 (+)-N-phthloylglutamic
acid2. AbEH o] HAFEELS wlolr|H-pnatge] gt
(Blaschke &, 1979; Ockenfelds %, 1970, 1976, 1977).

th &k New Zealand4l 27]ol| A3 thalidomide?] 37}
2 FEO| A (+), (), () ZF7}F o]t fUgt
the 7] B33l vt gleh(Fabro, 1967). F&2] &7l o2
2po] 7t YF A B2 = Munstert] 3} e3-7%-2 A g
A1 A pHEZSIA] PR ohdel 27| Aol A R-(+)-
2f S-(-ye A4 A7E etA v 5} Frhe ARAS g} mheka
Abtel] lelA= 2hAlel gl = 7lsAde] 9lem g EAle] ¢
= Ao deHY R-(+)-thalidomidex. ®o}7]) 8 slahg-o
Sk 2= 9]8-g AAFsha 9)uk(Stinson, 1994) (Fig. 5).

Yo ZshAIQl o-methyldopai= "ol A& sabs] o
EA) 3AHAH A FIZeFelct. LdopadA etilz|7}
oA 2 2A] Hetaleahs$ vhel]= noradrenalinee] A3
714 =4 a-Methyldopa”} w}= decarboxylase?] Z:wj=t
45 AA3l= 2 noradrenaline$] 3418 %] )&} (Finch
=, 1972; Day %, 1972).

o-Methyldopa®] (S)-(-)-¢]Ad A|gke] aromatic amino acid




decaboxylase?| 7]Aeo| =|lmzx Hi}sl 28 el
T QA HBRZ [S]-elAd Aol Atele) BujEm 9},
[RI-e] A= 549 le] E| R AS3E FdA= /)
whyl ekolr.

ot At AFAR d2) L= T 9l E ketamine2 B3}
Mo g2z @goE< phencyclidines} w|$- fA}3lct. o] of
2 ohs A3} o] Fof Veh= pata o g gaaaa &
28] A=A glch Ketamine£ 713 #2jo]w] 2 o=
ZHA R A 2 AR ghok. F Ak o| AR A E vl ard Tl
hel] 2]3b3 [S]-(+)-ketamine-2 =} 2HERkS Zkw glow,
Fztalgs) 22 Hahg iR [R]-(-)-o]Ad A2}k whalo)
glehe 7o th(White 5, 1980, 1985; Meliska,, 1980).

Distomer2] 541 ool vhel o)A A2k Tojafjof sl
B2 BH P A== penicillamine™ 23 X g A
ol ethambutole = 4 glvh. A olv|icAbal penicilli-
namine®] [S}-°]4 A7} eutomere]lT [R]-0)A A7} disto-
mero]th. ¢| distomery o] fiat o] o ol
FAo] 7 ER A FA 2 AL eutomere L £%
(€e=99.98%)7} £.7-%] 3 9]tk (Knabe, 1995). Ethambutol2]
79 [S,S]H#)-1A A7} w1 AY) A8 59 247 9led

HO. COOH - HOOC, OH
D =
(%) (R}
anti-Parkonson granulocytopenia
C H. CH;

Hy .N.H e
=40 g =\
o c Cl o
) ®)
anaesthetic hallucinogen
HC, CHy . HaC, CHg
)S,COOH Penicillamine HOOC\%

HS e
HN %y & sH
H NHz
8 ®)
antiarthritic mutagen
H
Ol
PG B
N e N,
AN S
oM H HO
(8,3) (R.R)
tuberculostatic blindness
. o
N .
@:: N Thalidomide N N@@
o % H H 9 4
(8) ®)
teratogen sedative
S\FN H H N.-,-‘rs
oy SR
(8) ®)
immunstimulant vomiting

Fig. 6. Examples of chiral drugs where the distomer exhibits
undesirable or toxic side effecis(Sheldon, 1993).
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ER% oF 2000]c}h. [RR[()-o]d Al sf2de xgas
Aol glent AAlHEE doAd A gle]l & £
©}(Karlson, 1961).

Parkinsons#] ¥ x| #A)al L-dopat= [S]-(-)8] €53} o+
2 oA ® 220 ¢t 87 H e kst Do) A
= 37342 (granulocytopeniayg: o 0.7]7] wjEo|c}
(Sheldon, 1993; Knabe, 1995).

Levamisole< 2l A2 E9i¥ oekZ oz wddzat
FEI7} F7LE 9 ER 9w (Verhaegen 5, 1973) 724
ol¢fefl FulAa AFARAFAZ AMSHT 9l
(Huskisson%-, 1976; Basch %, 1975; Trabert &, 1975;
Schuermans, 1975).

(SO Aol oleie A 23 Lo Re(+)o]
AAT Fag2 FEfLaRLo] gloh(Forsyth, 1968).
Racemate<?] tetramisole?] 232 A== o}

R Z7A] odggr GBS distomerr} Hahge] gale]
HEZ2 ddo] A2t Hu=ojelul gl 2L APt
Qele} shArhFig. 6)
= O|MA7L M2 CIE X2 S1I1E 2= AT

F1ZekEe] T oA} AriBAlo] Hepr] 2 o} E
28 EAHO T AMLEZ 7o)t oled WA AR
Fok oz} gHA] ek Fel . 24U gk 47} i)

Jts A3 B quinine™ quinidine?] FHIF TR EolF
v A g4e] ofAuldoe] thad) sEhrEA o F
XA 47 wHA 3, F 3, 4, 8, 9 o) 9lo wh
2ta elBH g 16702 o)AV} EAIR 4 slot A
AR Foll= 3 40 eie] JAuld-L Fdsia 8
3 o] widule] Zpolr} gl Folr) z2} o] e
de) Bals Dok A B G k) 8S, RIS quin-

2 e

]

&

-

HaCO.

(85,9R)-Quinine (antimalarial)

CHy

#

HC_H

(8R,95)-Quinidine (antiarchythaic)

Fig. 7. Enantiomers exhibiting different therapeutic effect
(quinine and quinidine).
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N=(H1C)2

(2R, 35)-(+)-Dextropropoxyphenc
(DARVON) (analgesic)

(25, 31)-(-)-Revopropoxyphene
(NOVRAD) (antitussive)

Fig. 8. Propoxyphene enantiomers exhibiting different
therapentic effect.

O5g-oH P HO-¢?
m H“V\/Q
NH; 5 HoN

R-(+)

Dextrothyroxine (DT,)
(antihyperlipoproteinemic)

Levothyroxine (LT,)
(thyroid hormone)

Fig. 9. Thyroxine enantiomers exhibiting different therapeutic
effect,

ined Ao 2 abdele|olAl R ARE AR, (8R, 9S)N
2] quinidined -4 0.8 A= &AM 2 A= 9]
tHAlexander =, 1947; Klevans &, 1977, White &, 1983)
(Fig. 7).

FAJokE o] ) EA gl o= propoxypheneS S 4 3o}
CHES] Al Mg FAE 2t e 2R 55 A
= olAAe Al =R dextropropoxyphcncO]E-]—E}U%
A8 Zh g, wbell 28, 3R wEE 2 oA A
Fxde] B2 levopropoxyphenez} 3}w A SF o= ¢l
AN ETTE 2 olek. Wb AP Al Lilys 5
oA =T Zzt o2 AHEH R gelsta slc). & dex-
tropropoxyphene-2- Darvono|&k AFZw o7 2 EA 2 13
I levopropoxyphene-2- Novradzl= AFHEH o R 2l3A =
#Hol3lz ¢rH(Young, 1984; Murphy 5, 1976; Drayer,
1986) (Fig. 8).

Al 52 R AJ_E.o‘l thyroxine & = o)Al A 9] xﬂe,]:é:u-l
off zle)7} gJu}. Hed4l thyroxineS FH-A(-EL S-thy-
roxine, LT,).2. 2 4] levothyrox1ne°]E]r e ZhAF i7] =5}
Zoll AHS-Hoh

4 thyroxine-2 -4 4 (4-F2 R-thyroxine, DT4)2 2.4
dextrothyroxineo|2} 317 cholesterol#] 34| 2 Al-8-dt}
(Boyd 5, 1960a, 1960b; Cuthbertson -, 1960a, 1960b;
Schneeberg -5, 1962; Duncan -5, 1962). Dextrothyroxine-=
AGEAe] glomz AMgAke] A% FAE W et
(Coronary Drug Project Research Group, 1972) (Fig. 9).

Barbiturate®] 2] DMBB(5<(1,3-dimethylbuthyl)-5-ethy]-
barbituric acid) racemate5-&o]) w2} deldAlo] F2]=
s)A A zkankS el b

2 N}L_".

klodr

9] (S)-(+)-enantiomerE <5

S-(+)-DMBB
(convulsant)

R-(-)-DMBB
(anaesthetic)

Fig. 10. Enantiomers of DMBB.

il o
Cl §H3
S )

HOOC

(8)-Indacrinone
(uricosuric)

(R)-Indacrinone
(diuretic)

Fig. 11. Enantiomers of indacrinone.

 (R)-(-)- enantiomer= =& 2H8-& 7k 9lr}. =8 LDgel|
1o} A% 2te]7} 910w (S)+)-DMBB: 3.1 mgkgel b
R-(-)-DMBB¥ 72 mg/kge|tHDownes %-, 1970) (Fig. 10).
5 0|MA7| X|2E0 HMoA Eist=s P

T ol AL Agr) o] 2R AelEAde] AR Ht
Holold FES AREAE bl FIdtEE Aok
A2 /94l jndacrinone-S- distomer} eutomer®| ¥
Lol A7 2eslr 2 23]8 cutomerd) BILS
A 7lE Aol [Sl(+)-eldA7} olwaTE Ze
eutomero] & [R](-)-0]1A Al ol wial= glxlat g4tulld
Z7] 242 72y glch HE oAl 2ArEA T} e
245 el o [S)-indacrinone® 2ATZA 9] FAl-go]
ol ch(Trvin 5, 1980).

2314 [R]-indacrinone-2 E31 24go] alelA]
[SleldAsl 24 57 ahgwh 2& $A4E AR
ol #| gHeH(DeSolms %, 1978; Vlasses =, 1981, 1984). o] 7
3£ RIASY I4RAZ $488 BaAA 459 &
g hehils geme oald sl Belsks 2ol
Wl sfeh (ShelAAlsh REe1Y A wave] 23} o)
ol Fak 24 7her) Fdsivl 2T A o]kl &
Ful&-2 Llolehar & 5 qlv}. 2t A2 F oA Al
7} 8:1(S:R) & of #Ae] g aAE eldvks A

o] uks] Fcl(Tobert 5, 1981; Vlasses 5, 1984) (Fig. 11).

Janssenol|A] ukgl B-zbdal ¥ k2] =A<l nebivolol
2] A% d-nebivolol-Z B-2het &E5}7} 9)x]7t Lnebivolol
pabaists glw YBHY AxkE 2w glrk v R
A pARETS FRYFA} TF vl e o
Al AE ARG A5 T o)A A7 A2 ohE 2R 7]Alel
JejA dztslebe U F3Xel dwtol <fA) wirHEE
) 2 = lemg 2Rl A gl ol Aurt 28] f
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L

]
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2]spcH(Van de Water 5, 1988; Saavedra %5, 1990; De
Cree 5, 1990; Gill 5, 1990).

= &rhF| A bupivacaine®] 7% ehRZlR|T) d-o]Ad x
BaolA4E 2w 2o loldAE 2Reea
zk3 9lt}. Cocainex} 22 Hed Fivh s @3
.“;7_ Z__}xa__o.— E/R] oﬂ 1——7 01;(]1:!11- ‘E}-/K—] EI-AU]__F];(.]]‘—-— c:\_:] ]!
L2 g A7 FALGe] 9ler® Y 54
epinephrine-& J¥ H7ls]A AREsc} 24 ol A
Foid o) P3i ’“""01 2% olfre et S5
2AH FHE AL BE FEY REAZS ¢
7= EHE Jehg ) IIH-T—O]L-]— Bupivacaine 2] 739
oA Lol AT WA Al BhE AE AL
o =l akeHAps 5, 1975)

P9 oo,

Nebibolol
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.
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Bupivacaine
S0|MA|Q G ZIEQ SM0| He Sast s
3}5)~e}ql A 9] promethazine [R]-2} [S]-o]Ad Aol <k
7} A0 UG #=) ozt SAE FAs). b of
# Aol Fehed racemate S £33 2 97} gict

I H CH,
e
H2 | CH3
CHs

Promethazine
SFSCHAIZL o M URHHO0| HimE| = A
Z3 29 o-Arylpropionic acid¥ <FE<¢l ibuprofeng 7
opx] A PG FEANE wo] ARgE 7 9= OTC oF
goleth o] UEZ U B4F du glovz 7T IF

H, ,GHs CHa

H
=, acyl-CoA synthetase % SCoA
COOH ——————»
o]

(R)-Ibuprofen (R)-Tbuprofen-CoA

Tbuprofen-CoA
racemase

H .¢H
& hydrolase S0 cto
COOH ——m———
0

(8)-Tbuprofen (8)-Ibuprofen-CoA,

Fig. 12. Mechanism of metabolic inversion of ibuprofen and
related anti-inflammatory drugs (Williams. 1990).

o2kE el SO M2 2y 215

olef, whebr] 2708 A4} o|AAA A} EAigct 1=l
292F EF-F veblE 22 [S]-o]Ad Aol th(Day, 1988;
Jamali, 1988a, 1988b; Evans %, 1989, 1992; Williams,
1986). Fuigl= A& 2492F £971 ¢l RIlA4A7}
Aol HalE whol lAuide] HPA(REE)P] Lot
[S]elA Az Walvhe Al elth(Adams 5, 1976). & o}
T2 degoly g A2 Fojsltials distomerel] 3]
35 [R]-0]14 A7} eutomers] [S]-o]Ad A2 Walla] ok
E el Al #oie AHolu} [R]-Ibuprofene] [S]-Ibuprofen
22 vk =E=dlE= acyl CoA synthetaser} Fedsle] oo
[R]-ibuprofen CoA thioester} 3 Ad = dcl7} 2hA| w5} of
ot & o]oji] 7lpEE)Ele] [S]-ibuprofenc] AA3Ech
(Fig. 12. 2= )(Williams 5, 1985, 1986, 1990). o]elzt-2 =
Ab2 A o] o] 1A 9 ibuprofen ¥ o] 2} ketopro-
fen, naproxen3} 7--& v} orarylpropionic acid % 3 of 4]
= dojudri(Caldwell, 1988; Jamali, 1990a, 1990b; Foster
=, 1988). £3) naproxen= ZEAIF oA 3, A&, g4
EH3= Z£ prostaglandine®} thromboxane®] §AolA 2
Eag A gel glelA  S-(+)naproxene] R-(-)-
naproxen¥ t} A 738t} T enantiomer?te] FEA1 T =}
o]z Al Bt Aedddel o] ZA Vel
2 ol AAN A S-o1 A7) R-¥ 22 k=) ulF
A Aow ¥ wlglel R-o)AAL] S-o|dA=e] whA
5 ok F3] wlvlslez Ro|Ad A oke] Ave Aoge
& < gt} (Bvans 5, 1992).

o-Arylpropionic acid¥ A= &]gFe] Ffol we}
Ztoliz AT A v R Ao R dnlgte} e o] X A
7 v Foha FAE ugl o84 27 el 2 4§
gl eH(Simonyi%, 1984; Cox %, 1991).

Cyrtomivm< o2 F AlE<l  3-hydroxyfarrerol(Kishi-
moto, 19552 AdH=3l A4S 27 9oi(Conti =,

OH OH
¥ OH ¥ o
Me H T Me
HO. 0. Y HO. &
—
Me Me'
OH ©

OH O

H

®)

Fig. 13. Mechanism of racemization 3'-hydroxyfarrerol.
(Pifferi and Perucca, 1995).
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1990). F214k2 (S)-o]Ad A1l whH 34 A& racemateo]t}.
(R)-2} (S)-enantiomers= =gl Fof|a] Al&3lA ldv|3)
Hz2 g¥e] o)z} glvh(Magistretti 5, 1992; Ursinis,
1992). wj2ta] B4kl 7br) vt walolAd AlE /et dg
7} @k shAlehk(Fig. 13).

Enantiomer 2|9FZ 2| J{d& &

1992'd 549 FDAZ} enantiomer2| ef-Eol] cfj 5l A} slu}sk-o
A A7 F AA A A 22 chiral drug?] enantiomer] kA
72 FAAS T 9l o 19949 6l = 93 o v]E}e] 27%
Z718 cH(Announcement, 1992).

HA FA 25t dAl Ald= 2 gl F 1850% F
dlAl Adak s 9hA) o)ekEe] AivlE chiral 8%
Eolm vt A= AL 250 gy o)A AR
EAeg ddAZ FoEe] AgE T gk T o)
s dzH o P4 wdA FFL BE 2ln AR 4}
L3 2.3 9 12%) sEste 61FRte] Ty o)A =

Natural and Semisynthetic Achiral -
593 6 Sold as Single Isomer
509
Chiral
517 Sold as Racemate
Drugs | 61
1850
Achiral
Syntheti
ynihetic 99 Sold as Single Isomer

— 1327
61
Chiral
528

Sold as Racemate
467

Fig. 14. Chirality of drugs and their application as single
isomers or racemates prior to 1992 (Scrip Magazine, Feburary,
1993, p. 16).

2elgol AH4 T Qck(Fig. 14. ).

HAEe]l 20 a% FEEFEAN o o)t =24 Foo}
A 317] YA ) enantiomereFE-S el 7L
g Bt olE} Al A& doleka & 4 ). BALE
o) Mo} sk QAR ik SoRE) T 2TE B
Zo|E] 7 o). Fig. 15904 B vle} 7be] racemate 2]k
F o d2% s FAE Holu glz AadateletE
gl olebE 2o 4] epantiomer2|F = Zylslyw 9o}
(Pifferi and Perucca, 1995). FA7] Holr} 214]7] Zell=
racemate2FE7 RS- Fxgl 7 B2 elido] ¢l ol o}
ok AZbdEl Aol ALE e AHATE A
ghebalw 9la, gk BHFT oA E racemate] 2F(NCE,
new chemical entity)x=3ol] Wl o2 T8z 9l=
A A o]t} (Campbell, 1990a, 1990b) (Fig. 15).

G FDAS] 213 Aol] 2]5PA racemate] 2kEe] st}
#Ho)E A WlE 22 oAt & FH ] A E
wkoelw 2lAnl Al gk ALE o]#ox Z+zh9] enan-
tiomer®] ok #F ofEFefol V& HEY A2 E 875
T Sl Aol ng ZHAAle] el gl A= ol

Table I. Six established drugs now sold as single enantiomers
(Stinson, 1995).

[ Single stereoisomer/natural sources
M Single stereoisomer /synthetic sources
Racemates

* Predicted

Drug/brand name Developer Use Launch

Levomoprolol/ Simes Hypertension Italy, 1981
Levotensin

Dexfenfluramine/ Servier Obesity France, 1985
Isomeride

Levodropropizine/ Dompe Cough Italy, 1988
Levotuss

Ibuprofen/ G. Broschek Gebro Analgesic  Austria, 1994
Serectil

Levofloxacin/ Daiichi Seyaku Anlibiotic Japan, 1993
Cravit

Bamidipine/ Yamanouchi Hypertension Japan, 1992
Hypoca

E B Racemate
+ predicted

80
60
40
20

Chiral

1980 1990 1995 +
year

2000 *

Racemate

1980 1990 1995+ 2000 »
year

Fig. 15. Proportion of chiral and racemic drugs being developed by the pharmaceutical industry over the period 1980~ 2000(Pifferi

and Perucca, 1995).
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Table II. Twenty-two compounds which are redeveloping from racemic drugs as single isomers (Stinson, 1995).

Drug Developer Marketer Status Country Launch date
(S)-Ketoprofen Chiroscience Menarini Approved Spain 1995
(S)-(+)-Tbuprofen Merck J&J Merck NDA-submitted U.s. 1995

Bayer Bayer NDA-submitted U.Ss. 1995
Levosimecan Orion-Farmos Orion-Farmos Phase IIT U.S. 1997
(R)-(-)-Verapamil Knoll Knoll Phase III Germany 1997
(R)-Loxiglumide Rotla Rotta Phase III UK 1997
(S)-Fluoxetinc . Sepracor None Phase II U.S. 1998
Dextroindobufen Pharmacia None Phase 11 U.S., Japan 1998
(R)-Ketoprofen Sepracor SmithKline Phase II U.s. 1998
Beecham
(R)-Pyridinium Eisai Eisai Phase 1II Japan 1998
(R)-Albuterol Sepracor None Phase II U.S. 1998
Levobupivacaine Chiroscience Pharmacia Phase 1T UK. 1998
Dexifosfamide Chiroscience Nonc Preclinical Canada 1998
(S)-Ketoprofen Sepracor None Phase I U.S. 1999
Ondansetron Sepracor None Preclinical U.S. 2001
Cisapride Sepracor None Preclinical us 2001
(R)-Salmeterol Sepracor None Preclinical u.s 2001
(R)-Formoterol Sepracor None Preclinical U.s 2001
Doxazosin Sepracor None Preclinical U.s 2001
(8)-Amlodipine Sepracor None Preclinical us 2001
Lomefloxacin Sepracor None Preclinical U.S. 2001
(R)-Ketorolac Sepracor None Preclinical U.s. 2001
ST H AekstA 5o §7) enantiomerthg EutAvh mwli= 27
OO__/\,H\[/ Mo enantiomers zZtZb S3 w8 4 9]t} Racemic switches 2
AL DA o)l 2 bF-S Table [4] B vhs}
Levomoprolol crs . 7o) 6%°]E}(Stinson, 1995) (Fig. 16).
Dexfenfluramine _
on Baky] ohel o)Al Ae] okEne »E 7)) racemate 2]
D0 s w FE gl dexr} levozhe ATALE Fbsted Eoix]
— 3 gith aeht Ee) TR 4TS FPT 9
Levodropropizine Touprofen = E’]%—’] %‘Uﬁ:"ﬂﬂﬂﬁ](USAN)l’]' WHO= 013'1 iy %%E

CDOH
(\N HacoOC l ‘ \/Q
w_J o oy

Levofloxacin Barmchpme

(Mepirodipine)

Fig. 16. Structures of six established drugs now sold as single
enantiotners,

(PMA, 1990).

Racemic Switchesi= =& 7Nubed-A] racemate 2 A1k}
F WoIX| Rt Foll 11 enantiomer® A NE o)orE-g o
Z13= Holrh(Stinson, 1992, 1994). Racemate2] 27} enan-
tiomerg 37} o] o)Avt == 270¢] enantiomer?)

ofelago] S M2 HE

739l racemic switchesS-

A Tl FRRelet i ol Bl AR A
9 Folz dex2} levo-2 ALFE 2Fo] FFE o7
Hol Egto] slEdE $eUt alr] wEelt)h F& R
cephalosporinA] &4 A}e] =E ekEwlo] cef-T Al2tgm R
H EEe] oW|HI 9l E L F F Uk dellA dFEE
o] racemic switches= 671 A Eo)7 wlZoi|i= o}&] hujj=]
= 7o) AR fal 207 2]ekEo] ddo] A2 A s
oo wZFAlAre] SEZaf)Abo|u)(Stinson, 1995; Gal, 1988)
(Table TI).

Racemic Switches7j &2 DE M

A A-85a A1 A ok

Folle B

52 9|oFEo]
AURASIA b8 SHLZARe] S )

o} o)2) % 53]k E o eFS(generic drugs)yg E3Hsle] W
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ol A YA MEL 53 H5T 4 AUck FDA
F71E k2 ARl A ojekEo g He] whdo|d A )k
< Mksbevls Al vl ge] AA 289 5 ok gyt
&9 FDA7} S7she 7R EAE ] vl3d 7] &
olt}. A2 f|ekEsN ol = 10~121d0]2 = 7]7ka) 2
47 wk2o] Blgo] T ¥w “racemic switches 7f kol A=
#d Ao} 7120w 3RkE Axe] v]-8(89%8 1)) & A
° 2 &E73 9lr}t ulebi FFHEEE ftEFE AT
2 &= 3 AN racemate-Z enantiomer= Al 7k} 2 »
F5E 9] racemate £ oFE B LfEALE L£38]8 U4A
F X vk olze dAFAIgEAke] d=lo] gluky s
enantiomer”2to] racemate/ vl o f-2]eictz A}
71e ASch dhvisha clakx] B3 o327 EAlF el
5% 750 w] o) Fo|cH(Stinson, 1992).

nHYHEA)el <3t o wlel-atghA| labetalol S 2R
F & 2712 stereo center7} 9l 0. B8 4702 o)A A £2)7}
71=3 2L Table Il A} Mz whel 2bo] el Altawl= F
Z RRoJFAwFolw ub el o} AdE = T2 SR-
o] v o] ¥ H o} (Tenero =, 1989). 5,8-2} R,S-¢]
AAE Aol A2 ¢ isomeric ballasts] © 2 2 (Brittain
2. 1982) RRo|AAE dilevalolZ 7310l (Sybertz =,
1981; Baum %, 1981) W&} At 2 =4lg ou} Bas| =
delevalol& ol7]7] E3t 115A o] WA= 2n FuFct
5)9Jth(Clark £, 1990; Cavalla, 1996) (Table TII).

o|n] ool A% elFaR| 5t 27§] enantiomer7} 2F=]7]%]
£+ A= fE2X5 b B o zhgsle] R E 2o
A7l 7-olt}. Jasseno] 7PHEE B-3heddy T E A A
2l nebivolol®] 79 (+)-nebivolol-2 B-XFkA]o] 2|7t (-)-ne-
bivolol- H3H&atatgo] glct. THYA| Bollw A= ThE
o] F71%] ofe]&Ado] = 4 gle]A] racemate7} enan-
tiomer®.r} o] f-2l3lc}. ap2ba] Fele] B2 v 4§ 5o
enantiomer- 7wg a7} ¢l AolLo]tH(Van de Wat-
er'%, 1988; Saavedras-, 1990, Jansen, 1991).

RacemateZ “FA18H= 27] enantiomerZ: §Eo] &Ajo]
Sl= 79 Fae] 9l epantiomerih-g kel e

o =)

Asteha 2] AAY  Qont 184 e fE

Table III. Pharmacological characterization of four isomers of
labetalol (Pifferi and Perucca, 1995).

pPA2 values

Rabbit aortic Guinea pig left Guinea pig tra-
strip (alphaj-  atrium (beta;- cheal strip (beta
adrenoceptors)  adrenoceptors) ,-adrenoceptors)

R.R-isomer 5.87 8.26 8.52
S.S-isomer 5.98 6.43 <6.00
R,S-isomer 5.50 6.97 6.33
5,R-isomer 7.18 6.37 <6.00

Ado] 9lE enantiomer®] #3232 racemateRv} 20 7}at
olm# ekgake wlo g 7lekm = 9]2 7o) w(DeCrec

, 1990; Gill 5, 1990), Fojgko] S B2 E #4] Hal8
7FEAE ZHAE Zle) 7| E 7] wiEelr.

o] 71 & Bhfe] Zhdol ]t iAo 2 ]l EalE =
CFETFZH-$]7} chiral centerr} ohd ©hE RHd AE
e 4= 9l o] 7§ B 2717] epantiomer?] EEA
£=7F 59 Zio|n) ze2lvh, 2849 cnantiomer?} F
s & digk 71 249¢] 2Hgo] o] Zhsiehd & enan-
tiomere REE e YAe] 5o 3} v
Ao)x whebd AuoA] GFEA LA o] ZoA)A B 4
olt}. #A enantiomerit-2 Fof 84S o) 234 enantiomer
2] ¥Eakgo] glojx] 2z &4 enantiomer?] £&-4]35}s}
whE = Bfof] glvh weba] Fdgl GF g vehdr] YA
= #4 enantiomerE racemate®] WHEE(ZETR)0] opd Fo
22 Zodgfof dlc). 7l w4 epantiomeri= racemate®
o IHEEeIEE SUPET AGke] 9l Helrt
(Stinson, 1992).

¥= 7| el= ch= A racemic switchesA 2] Felyo]
2AE Zlx ofdrh HBA wla|Zel=Al gl
(NSAIDS)®]efg-& z3}4}elo] B2 HAA Fo] 1F T}
A kA F Bl o] glve g & e dng
s glch. Pizers} 7iubst tenidap-2 2¥e]7)Ho] k= w o
FA A 2 A Fololl A Avlzk 2132 ®o| gle] ibupro-
feno|} flubiprofen®} 7H-2- NSAIDS2] racemic switches|
L u|glA & =% gt} Tenidap& cyclooxygenase Tt
& A3} aspirine]} indomethaciniR= wa] cyclocxy-
genase 2} lipoxygenase S FAlol oA} 2hg 74L& Zh3
pernz duwert Yoz & $ lch(Blackbum Z,
1991).

E37]7ke) Ad Fo| = t}E FAlr} generic drugE A
Abshs Zlo] $ol8hA] g2 ASE i}, AvEsld generic
drug®] & 2G3 A e A A7) SAEA 2F
Zkel A7l difEe|ln2 AAGArg Aol g Z=71A|
& stttk Bake] glev wleba] racematedtide]
T3l o)A A2 kEe] ML E PEoiR)7] wFeld)

1

0" NH,

1o off B

Q HG, \\\HKI

HaN %,
HaC //H
HO

Dilevalol

Nebivolol

Tenidap
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ol dellA] shtake] of27hA] HH 24 E dFAUAN f
2k A SolHr|E vk Ald 1A A4 5 sle A

o) Bas10el ARl BalrIzbe] A Arl
W] ¢k2 racemate?F2-2] cnantiomerE 7iiEle] EFE
H]%[q_'ﬂ _1,_].. /1—0] _1_.7(']7(4 D] 41.].:11 = 7_”,_,_% 'E-]— w

i

J‘ racemic switcheseF3-2] oF-&ako] vlo 2
234 2 SIS A5 2l 9
olv] 2] ’\]-53 whel o] A) A 2] 2} & (enantiomeric drugs)
o) AAeE © FF3 AR Asscks Holo
Ibuprofen®] 7% (S)-o)AdAgte] shdzha-g Zkw glw
R)-o] AT FE7} AT Avel A R)-1 A7} (S)-2]
A= Hdﬂ-i]_.i racemate?} W2 o}-E u} gic} s1Et

A 2kE)ALE-2 (S)ibuprofen elo]Ad Al ebFe| 2 ]
& 5 9}% QA dnkel o] Z25E st 9ok
H oo

o) HA5R fopEe] g Fole A
2 JAe]Ad A7 Ex4e 7§ < enantiomer 2 7H
& 4= glv}(Chafetz, 1991). Y4 © 2 enantiomer
FER A A O] glolM MR Afo)7f glom g Al Hol
racemate 2| oFFo] oo 2= clol
tiomere]ofF 2 2 A== A2 A7 EEAL 4
a "37 Fth(Campbell, 1990a, 1990b).
gl ellA] el W-&-& FEokw distomerel a3t
L cnanliomer® Y-§He 2 Bxldog Aotsl o= ¢
t}. Distomer7} 412 f9lel Aew Q=R 3R
HEAE o= AL T 9ly wEl 235])8 cutomerd} B2t
oz AgalEzd His ZAAFVIE W GehA
racemate£} enantiomero]] ™ g 4 gk okr e 18
E3l =53] 7 B3 Tl racemic switches o BB 7 =) 5
ok & Aot & racemic switchesol] 2™l A7} A
=2 )k "HA A4l racemated]eFE 3E el
enantiomer®. 7= 7leAle] 9l FROEES 200 Fo
A}A] ¢rom, ) enantiomer2 7PgE ojelut & ojokZ
Aony Ty oA glekEoz o)n ZEalElgitle
JeH(Caldwell, 1995; Cavalla, 1996).
oA % enantiomer?] A|FE h¥2 w34 whEal race-
mate Z2 ol 2|3t glovt vlfells dAdHA A
Yol F53 o) A2 nols| o] wlel glo}4 22l
B o] olslemE A Brlsad A vk

enan-
o2}
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| E=
L
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