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{Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to investigate the incidence and dynamics of
premarital abuse among never-married college students. 21.3% of 497 male and
female respondents reported that they had experienced premarital violence at least
once. Types of violence most frequently used were pushing or shoving, slapping,
and throwing objects. It is interesting that both victims and aggressors interpret
violent acts as expression of love most of all. Behavioral response to violent acts
were to try to make up, to talk to the partner, and to apologize.

In general, the respondents had negative attitudes toward violence in premantal
and marital relationships. Males showed more positive attiutudes toward violence
than females. This sex difference appeared to have some inflence on marital
abuse. It is suggested that counseling program and shelter for victims of severe
violence need to be developed. ‘
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