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Comparison of Present and Past Traditional
Korean Farmhousings.
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Abstract

This study investigated the Present traditional Korean farmhousing and Past
housing (from 1928~1956) based on a survey of 23 Korean women from Kyongki
Province. It was primarily concerned with a Comparlson of the present and past
housing : the size and plan of the house and finishing materials of Anbang(The
masters bedroom : ondol) and the kind of furniture, lighting and heating in the
Anbang. I was also interested in identifying the socio-demographic and physical
variables that influenced the housing, past and present. :
Bibliographical studies, cultural approaches and field surveys with tape recordings
and questionnaires were used to collect the data. The results showed that the
former housing(averag ' 54 years ago) was very poor. Most homes lacked sufficient
space, furniture and experienced a shortage of fuel. The most decisive difference
from the present was the large family size. It would be beneficial to make a
similar study in both the southern and northern regions of Korea.
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