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Department of Landscape Architecture, Seoul City University

ABSTRACT

The citizens seek to maximize convenience, pleasantness and safety when they use
urban facilities. However, existing practices of urban neighborhood parks have applied
not qualitative standards such as adequacy, efficiency, accessibility, equity, or socioeco-
nomic issues but very limited quantitative standards such as area per person. Therefore
it is not rare that citizens have lost their accessibility to near-by neighborhood parks.
And park regulations based on the distance of lien are supposed to be uniformally
accomplished regardless of the consideration about users or geographical special situa-
tions. Futhermore, it has been found that some urban neighborhood parks don’t reach
to the standards given by the regulations.

This study tries to accomplished several purposes. The first purpose is to extract the
boundary of real user-accessible zones derived from the city survey. Comparing with
real user-accessible zones, the second one is to propose the most efficient measurement
indices among many accessibility measurement indices in urban neighborhood park.
The third one is to demonstrate which measurement value is more efficient than others
for each accessibility measurement index. Based upon the above arguments, the last
one is to review the propriety of the access distances(e.g., semidiameter) of an urban
neighborhood park in a law.

The measurement indices of accessibility examined in this study are walking
distance, walking time and walking difficulty. The comparison of visual discrimina-
tion, the comparison of area and the comparison of differences of maximum distance
showed similar results.
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Each index can also be compared in the size of area and differences of maximum

distance.

Walking difficulty with the turning showed the best measurement values among the
measurement indices. This indicates that walking difficulty with crossing and/or turn-
ing may be another important indices in measuring accessibility, while other existing
studies have mainly dealt with walking time and distance as accessibility indices.

The results of this study also supported that the existing regulations related to park
allocation(e.g., access diameter) are close to the findings of this study.
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