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Abstract

The purpose, of this study was to identify the effect of perceiver’s clothing attitude on male
impressions created by the clothing cues and contexts. In addition, the effect of perceiver's
evaluations of clothing appropriateness on male impressions.

The subjects consisted of 256 male undergraduate students and 256 middle aged men.

The experimental materials developed for this study were a set of stimuli and response
scales. The stimuli were 8 color photographs of drawings of a male figure in clothing which
were minipulated in two levels, each of three clothing cues including type, style and color.
The experimental design was full factorial design of 2(contextXclothing typeXclothing
style X clothing color). Each of the 16 sub-samples includes 16 subjects from the two perceiver
group. Questionnaires used to measure perceivers responses to the stimuli were 7-point
semantic differential scales composed of 37 bipolar adjectives representing personal traits.
Four aspects of clothing attitude(fashion interest, status symbols consiousness, clothing
conformity, practicality & comfort)were used to classify subjects into groups of 20 five-point
likert type questionnaires adapted from the previous research.

Clothing appropriateness were developed 5 point likert scales for evaluation of a stimulus

_person in each context.

The data was processed by factor analysis, ANOVA, multiple classification analysis,
Duncan’s multiple range test, cluster analysis, MANOVA and pearson’s product moment
correlations.

The major findings drawn from this study were as follows:

1. Perceiver’s clothing attitude influenced impression formed by the social contexts and
clothing cuses. In three groups classified by their clothing attitude, the status symbol-oriented
group was most affected by the social contexts and clothing cues.
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2. Perceiver's evaluation of clothing appropriateness was related with impressions by a

stimulus person.

In summary the effect of contexts and clothing cues on impression formation varied

according to perceiver’s clothing aftitude and clothing appropriateness.
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