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Case Study on Organic Agricultural Techniques in Japan
Ahn Pyong-Ryol « Yasuda Shigeru

ABSTRACT

The Organic agricultural techniques were investigated through the observations
made for 3 years of the actual conditions of a farmer who has been practicing
organic agriculture over 21 years. The farmer was a member of the Ichijima-cho
Organic Agriculture Association.

The Farmer had not performed much of the organic agricultural techniques at the
beginning of his farming history. However, he has gradually developed techniques
upon the experiences with trial and error. The notable characteristic of his basic
organic agriculture was the utilization of a suitable organic fertilizer to make the soil
fertile.

Crop damages by diseases and insect pests were prevented through a fertile soil,
raising of good seedlings, adoption of tolerant varieties and planting at a wide
spacing and consequently considering not to use chemical pesticides. Introduction of
power weeder for weed control and paddy-upland crop rotation reduced the cost of
production for farming. The crop pattern and method of land us such as mix
cropping, crop rotation and conversion of paddy field-upland field were appeared to
be very important in organic agriculture.

The organic agricultural techniques get systematized upon the adaptation the
regional ecology and the development of skills of the farmer. The most important
point to achieve the success in organic agriculture system is not only by the
development of the technical matters but also by the building of healthy relation and

understandings between producers and consumers.



