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The Introduction of Western Ecology into Korea
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ABSTRACT

The sicence of ecology was introduced into Korea as a part of biology translated into Chinese or
Korean from western biology textbooks imported by way of China or directly from the West at
the end of 19th c. to the beginning of 20th c. After the Japanese annexation of Korea in 1910,
Japanese technologists had studied applied ecology to exploit the natural resources of Korea. Re-
forestation, vegetation ecology, riparian vegetation, etc. were investigated by workers from the
West. Such ecological researches, however, did not contribute to the introduction of ecology into
Korea, and the nature of the Korean peninsula was utilized by foreign ecologists as ecological re-
search sites. Several Korean ecologists, not many, worked actively at the end of Japanese ruie,
and contributed to the settlement ecology in Korea since 1945,
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Table 1. Major field and the number of papers of ecological works by Korean biologists before 1945

Name Major field No of paper
Chang Hyung Du (3% 3}) Plant geography 2
Chung Tae Hyun (8¢ 8%) Plant toxonomy 1
Hyun Sin Kyu (ZEE) Forestry 4
Kim Choon Min (% i&#) Ecology 1
Kim Dong Sup (&EE) Meteorology 1
Lee Won Mok (ZTE) Mushroom 2
Park Man Kyu (FrEg4s) Plant taxonomy 1
Suck Ju Myung  (ff#) Entomology 2
Suh Ki Duk (HBUH3) Bamboo flowering 1
Won Hong Gu (i) Ornithology 1
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