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ABSTRACT
A Research of Chima in the Chosun Dynasty

A large quantity of exhumed clothing found
for recent 20 years has becom-e the material
for making a concrete clarification of the
structure of clothing in the Chosun dynasty.

Exhumed clothing means the clothing found

in the coffin when the grave of the ancestor
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buried several hundred years ago is removed
to another pla-ce, and it is almost comprised of
ordinary clothes of the grave-owner, not
mourning clothes, as well as clothing and
ornaments in the period between the 15th cen-
tury and the 19th century,

This research is intended to inquire into the
kind of chimas in the 16th century before the
Imjin Japanese Invasion of Korea during
1592~1598.

The after effect of the Imjin Japanese In-
vasion was generally reflected in clothing
them, and the structure of clothing in the
Chosun dynasty -began to overshadew its di-
chotomy with the Imjin Japanese Ivasion of
Korea as the point.

Accordingly, this research is concerned with
the study of the chima system of the early
Chosun dynasty, which shows that there is a
comynon point of the identical forrn though
clothing was exhumed in different graves.
Therefor-e, it was possible to grasp women's
clothing that was fashionable at that ti-me.

The object for research is the women in the

upper class of the 16th cent-ury, whose rep-
resentative characteristics are depicted as
follows :

1. Women in the upper class wore the splen-
did clothing similar to the ordi-nary clothing of
court ladies.

2. The division of ordinary chima and cer-
emonial chima appeared in the c-oncrete,

3. Ceremonial chima had its extra width and
length and exhibited its exag-gerated sil-
houette. In particular, it had a various forms
of over-pleats mad-e at its center front, which
play a role in supplementing discomfort in
walki-ng. This associate bustle and erinolin
styles, through which the modern de-sign of
clothing can be glimpsed.

4. The opposite phenomenon was shown that
has been perceived up to n-ow, such as folding
at the right, plain seam, the treatment of the
edge an--d the like,

5. The elaboration of manual needlework
shows the culmination of women's workman-
ship.



