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(Abstract)

In general, grandparents have been very influential resource persons on their
grandchildren’s gross development. Nevertheless it has been difficult to find many
empirical studies that focused on the specific competence of grandchildren and showed
strong evidence in its regard. Therefore this study was intented to investigate the
influence of grandparent’s social support on their grandchildren’s social competence
in the light of grandchildren-grandparent relationship.

The subjects were 230 fifth grade children in elementary school who were 123
boys and 107 girls. Among them, 94 children were related with grandfathers, 167
children with grandmothers 101 children with maternal grandfathers and 182 children
with maternal grandmothers.
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The questionaire was used as a methodological instrument and the statistics such
as frequency, percentile, mean, Pearson’s correlation, One-Way ANOVA and Scheffé

test were used for data analysis.
The findings were as follows :

1) Children’s affectional intimacy to grandparent

was positively correlated with perceived grandparent’s social support. (2) Perceived
grandparent’s social support was atfirmatively correlated with grandparent-mother
relationship, that is. grandchildren-grandparent relationship was mediated by mother.

And 3) children who more perceived grandparent’s social support than less perceived

grandparent’s social support were highly rated in social competence by teacher. In

the result, children emotionally, evaluatively, informatively and instrumentally

supported by paternal or maternal grandparents showed high social competence defined

as interpersonal relationship ability on the significant level respectively.
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