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FAMILY DYNAMICS OF INCEST PERCEIVED BY ADOLESECENTS
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Family is a primary unit of the major socialization processing for children.

Parents among the family members are one of the most important figures from whom the
child and adolescent acquire a wide variety of behavior patterns, attitudes, values and norms.

An organization of family members product family structural functioning.

Abnormal family structure is one of the most important reference models in the learning
of antisocial patterns of behavior. Therefore incest and child sexual abuse including spouse
abuse, elderly abuse. and neglect occurs in the abnormal family structural setting.

In particular. incest. a specific form of sexual abuse, was once thought to be a phenomenon
of great rarity, but our clinical experiences, especially over the past decade. have made us
aware that incest and child sexual abuse is not rare case and on the increasing trend.

Therefore, the aim of this study was to determine the family problem and dynamics of
incest family, and character pattern of post-incest adolescent victim in Korea.

A total of 1,838 adolescents from middle and high school(1237) and juvenile correctional
institute(601) were studied, sampled from Korean student population and adolescent delinquent
population confined in juvenile correctional institutes, using proportional stratified random
sampling method. The subjects’ ages ranged from 12 to 21 years. Data were collected through
questionnaire survey. Data analysis was done by IBM PC of Behavior Science Center at the
Korea university, using SAS program. Statistical methods employed were Chi-square, principal
component analysis and t-test etc. The results of this study were as follows s

1) Of 1071 subjects, 40(3.7%) reported incest experiences(sibling incest : 1.6% 5 another
type of incest 1 2.1%) in their family setting.

2) The character pattern of post-incest adolescent victim was more socially maladjusted,
immature, impulsive, rigid, anxious and dependent than non-incest adolescent. Also they showed
some problem in academic performance and their assertiveness.

3) The other farily members of incest family revealed more psychological and behavioral
problem such as depression, alcoholism, psychotic disorder and criminal act than the non-
incest family, even though there is no evidence of the context between them.

4) The family dynamics of incest family tended to be dysfunctional trend. as compared
with non-incest family. It showed that the psychological instability of family members, parental
rejection toward their children, coldness and indifference among family member and marital
discordance between the parents had significant correlation with incest.
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