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= ABSTRACT =

The case was described of a 31 vear old female who developed fusiformn swelling of the right
third finger at the site of puncture by sea urchin spine. We ohserved a radiopague lnear
material suggesting @ remnant spine which the size was 24 rm in sonography  and
mammography. We confirmed that it exhibits a wrchin spine and distinet caseous necrusis with
central calcificativin

Sea urchins(Echinoideal are ublguitous marine creatures that resemble pincushions and are
covered by calcareous skeletons surrounded by numerous movable calcium carbonate spines. The
sharp spines are brittle and easily detach when touched by the victim. Contact with sea urchin
spines produces mense pain, some locgiized ervthema anpd edema. Inflammation develops in
response to releioed (ragments, Granulomas 1-5 mm in diameter develop rarely 2-12 months
after envenormation.

In treatment, hot water immersion and thorough wound cleansing are advisable. Analgesics
may De necessary afier bot waler inmersion. Altenpts to remove these spines should be
performed with good lighting sources, preferably with radiclogical direction. Chronie granulomas
usually require complete eacision Acelone has been suggested for rapid resolution of pain. No

antidotes are available,
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Figure 1. Two discrete nodular colleciions of large epithelioid cells with a peripheral
acowrnulation of vmehooytes. The lwmega oue exibits dislincl casecus necrosis with
central calcification. ¥ 100, H&E
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Pigvre 2 Cross sectivo of sen urching spiae, which nas foreign-hody gant cclls in the tissue

adiacent the spine. The forclp v~ bady s surrounded by fibrosis, 22000 H&E
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