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ABSTRACT

A Bibliographical study on Modern
Agricultural Books in Korea

Bong-Hee Kim

The publication of books on modern agriculture started under the influence of
Silhak Thought developed from the late Chosun Dynasty., The common intention
found in these publications is the objective to enrich the country through increased
agricultural productivity and thus to secure national independence from the
surrounding powers,

The study reviews three different categories in this area: five general books on
agriculture, three on agriculture related legal regulations, and ten books introducing
techniques of commercial agriculture. The first category is comprehensive treatment
of general agricultural content and the second is legal regulations which affected
the contemporary agriculture. The third category is introductory books on
commercial techniques aimed at accumulating wealth through agriculture,
Silkworm cultivation occupies an important place in these publications owing to the
active encouragement given by the Section of Silkworm Cultivation in the Ministry
of Agriculture, Commerce and Industry, We can recognise the extensive
involvement of Suh Pyung Sook, who served as the Section Chief of Silkkworm
Cultivation in 1904, by examining introductions and prefaces of many books in this
category.

The examples of general books on agriculture are “New Agricultural
Administration” (RE{##%), “General Introduction on Agiculture” (B %K), “New
Textbook on Agricuture” (BB #£3H81E), “Pragmatic Agriculture” (BEF B HEr
#H). Of these, “New Agricultural Administration” (B2EE#E) is evaluated as the
first publication on modern agriculture. It was written in 1881, and the first edition

was published was published in 1901 with the second edition following in 1905,
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Examples of the second category are: “The regulation on utilizing uncultivated
state owned land” (A RBMF A L) legislated and declared with *he intention of
expanding cultivated area, “Mining and Forestry Regulation” (§&t.5:#]), “Forest
Land Regulation” (#k¥#4) to administer mining and forestry.

Books on commercial agriculture take up the highest proportion in the agrigultural
publication of this period. These cover silkworm cultivation, chicken farming,
vegetables and fruits. The books introduce Western techniques with more
scientific and rational approach especially on Silkworm cultivation and chichen
farming which had become increasingly significant as commercial agriculture from

the late Chosun Dynasty,



