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(ABSTRACT)

An Investigation of Elementary School Children’s Conception
on the Structure and Function of the Human Body

Young-Hwa Kim + Wan-Ho Chung
(Korea National University of Education)

The purpose of this study is to investigate elementary school 6th grade children’s preconception on body’s digestion,
circulation, breathing and excretion. By means of questionnaire, teacher is presented with misconception which students
may have. On the basis of this way, firstly they draw up and put in free-concepts were investigated from objective
test and sought after misconeption which student had and inquired whether the result of response made difference by
sex and areas or not.

The result of study is as follows: _

1. In the course of investigating and analyzing mis—preconecptios, teacher had misconceptions partially, as like
students.

2. Many a student have misconceptions: nourishment in made for itself in body.

3. In circulation range most of students know that heart is making blood, and they don’t make conception that blood
is nourishment which was eaten from food.

4. They know the breath is only physiological function : they breathe to live. All air-breathing is necessary.

5. They are not relevant blood in course of urine and sweat formation they have non-scientific conceptions which
water eaten is so, They know that all of sweat and urine and ordure is excretion.

To sum up, many student have misconceptions as for digestion and circulation and breath and excretion of body
especially. Circulation and excretion is more so. if inspection in a field of sex, they will know male had less
misconceptions than female. in a field of region, student from rural are as had more misconceptions than the one from
urban areas.
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