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ABSTRACT

Investigation on Appendices of Science Textbooks
in Korean Middle Schools

Gyeong-Goo Rhee - Dae-Oh Kwack - Min-Wung Sung
(Gyeongsang National University)

Investigation on the appendices was carried out to acquire teaching materials about improvement of a appendices and
development of teaching-learning activities for science textbooks in Korean middle schools. We analysed the appendices
for 30 kinds of science textbooks used in Korean middle schools dl_u'ing 1969~1994 years.

In the results there were three kinds of pattern for the appendices, such as appendix, non-appendix, and similar
appendix without appendix title. The content of appendices were summarized as six categories, such as list of science
and scientist history, SI unit-constants and symbols, handling methods of instruments for basic experiments, measuring
methods and inquiry activity, safety and precautions, and supplementary data with figures and tables.

The appendices of six categories were mostly a content of general and integrated science, and were concentrated in
the first grader’s textbooks. There were many appendices about the methods for basic experiments such as ‘How to
Use of Experimental ‘Appliances’ in the first grader’s science textbooks, but there was no or lack of them in the second
and the third grader’s science textbooks in the middle school. By the ratio to the pages of appendices which were
included according to curmiculum changes, the ratio was found to be 4.47% which was the highest in middle school
science textbooks at the second curriculum and to be 3.47% which was the highest in high school biology textbooks
at the second curriculum.

The results of this study indicated that the science textbooks should include as many appendices as possible, because
teachers could utilize them in teaching activities and students should be able to be given much help in self-learning.
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