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Forest Law and Forest Resources in
Five Northeast Asian Countries!

—R.O0.K., D.P.R.K., Japan, China and Taiwan —
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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to compare the changes in the forest resources and the process of establishment
and characteristics of the Forest Law in five Northeast Asian Countries, who share the Chinese culture as a
common background. The effect of Forest Law on forest resources of each countries is also compared.

This study shows that the forest management scherme and the modernistic forest law in the five Northeast
Countries were influenced by Japan around the early 20th century. The Forest Laws of the five countries were
reestablished after the end of World War I, and now the five countries have their own Forest Law. At
present, the five countries are depending on the import of foreign timber for timber supply because of the
shortage of domestic timber resources. The Forest Laws of the five countries have a lot of similarities
reflecting same cultural background, whereas there are differences originated from social and economic

discrepancies.
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Currently R.OQ.K. is worst in forest resources compared to the other countries. The Forest Law of R.0Q.K.

has too many articles, which has little direct relationship with forest resources management. Therefore it is

recommended to consolidate the law system in the field of forest and forestry in R.O.K. including the

amendment of Forest Law directing to sustainable forest and maintaining the efficiency of forest resources

management.
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Table 1. Periodical change of forest resources in five Northeast Asian Countries

Unit . Area million ha
Volume million m?

1810 1945 1960 1990

Vol. , Vol. . Vol. . Vol. Area Vol. Forest

Area Vol. per ha Area Vol per ha Area Vol. per ha Area Vol per ha per head perhead Ratio
m? m® m? m? ha m? %
R.O.K. 15.7 710 45 16.3 219 14 6.7 64 10 6.5 248 38 0.15 6 65
D.P.R.K. - - - - - - 9.9 150 15 9.4 403 43 0.43 19 80
JAPAN 68 23.9 1,811 76 24.6 2,064 84 25.2 3,138 125 0.20 26 67
CHINA - - - - - - 107.0 4,900 46 110.1 7,978 73 0.10 7 12
TAIWAN - - - 1.5 183 123 2.1 239 114 1.9 326 172 0.09 17 52
WORLD - - 4,126 4,087 327,000 80 0.77 62 31

Note : Data of R.0.K before 1945 means the data of the Korean Peninsula.
Data of World in 1980 is based on FAO Forest Products Yearbook (population 3,294 mil. people)

Data of Taiwan in 1945 is based on 1942
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Fig. 1. Classification of forest land and grazing land in Japan



M e 8401 9.

o] FHikelet Aslm o 7)ol FAEHE B
et FHBIoZA, FHAKE (Ubkol] v]3}ed
EHive s shd¥d, FEReE (ke REEER
ik, /RS HmikelA AREHcon g 5 9
o}, olo] uisled -eivielel ASE (THALE
£ (lifkolgl &of & Algslx, ZMog+= Il
ot kS st gl Ao, ATEAS.
2 AREE S RS itkEE 22 M opg b 7ol
FEFSIT Aok, 1990

Whkel e} 3 g 2%l lol shgehs
Ag wdch ol BREAT IR
sho R e oo s Edael s

dEe g Agda Ae YEFH

I 1 EA

o And ez 483 §JE -S| 24
AAE E 7

b olE . Eg Aok Afo] AREshA
® 2

gt d=

w}. 7bE W= chEotell U= A -
Fi

ololl wbabo] Jbage (UfkiE 224 Ukl
WFk el = akoll ol B - YRR £
o jetm FAE T e, dhEe A A2
zoll A BHEES THEKRRES tibel HE Y
23l Qe EE B - S Teie, ’r’rfl‘*
5 oza"rh ke #AD e g
M BUEEE 0.3 WA 2 ol HAM, Eﬁiﬂ\
i, iR, EEM, FEE, A, agn B
Frb UM ERMESE AAFY Fdo] sz d
o} 2 AFYstn ok E#ol Aol ke l‘i h
o 3ol %‘33}1‘ by, 55 4
ohRMRGEE 332) (FE—PBE, 1992 . ®W—, 1992)
ol9} o] Itk #AkE BFEN whet EF#A
ERed, dvEEs PRl Aol LAk (BRI & L117
tHio} BAEhiES TS EREEM E )
ol |UAK-S Bmkstod] dbslo]d @B B, %
Mol 4] LAk (FFK)-& Lapel b v
T arel EEAN e HFES UM E Bkt
2 & 4 doh. =3 gARANAY FEHol ==
BA MRIFEE-S felviele] [UAREEC] vl slo] ik
go] B} BHFENG2E T 5 Ut

19954 3H 17

3. W B4
7 (itkiEel A B R HilE e W
e Eaeta ded @\lel 7= ltkiE 32
ol 4] Frfy el whel HIAM R Bt L
My, AR GER ERER M SIER A

b= (UAR), BAM(EAKI; SFEK ooy W
Hle 2 ESEl, BAE BEAEWBEEAL LR
HEel Wtk W BEAEHEE A #HEde ok
M2 RAMNEAEN ool Itk o2 ikg
Eapsta ook, Zie] A$E e # 4ol

o Aste] BIEH BRKE o ERERAS KA
Fob gl WMD), FHEREE 22 LFEA

FrAel k), BEMERA T2 A &
of sl FrAHESE de k)R sk,
EEe kY HEHAES FAZ sk oo

(Fetk 32) . ofol ubsted hEE HMe By
B, R, SRERK, Bk, FPRAEMRe R B

Ap3kal 9o (B 42), e el &
Bho) fdto Z HRRIM, fREcH, HiEKR 3F2
2 tkE Eoekd A, dxe Ubikd e
ol of gb-g whol RERIMEAR, —RREM, K
AR, A, wubbfe R [Egrska glot ik
N

= gk, HA, F8A T2 ERERBIFRA 1
= oukke] Aol B IhMESE 4iHe
st R Hiel sl s i E e ﬁHﬂa g5
E#Eslw olv dbd, dtme B 2 e T
iélj%ﬂlﬂt ibke] BARAI Tl #Egsl 2

i

We 8 ¥ AHRUEEREO] W IS
Dm} st Aol 7h gleh.
4. BR

Uikl Heke 5= 53] #Eis Us&IE
AR eH, SRS H@aeR 2§ U
o} LMEHBIBIEEGIE = mEITE Ao, fRYCH
B fEIE & B, HA, E#Eol, BIrHREIEEEH
<+ wmEy F@o], kRS dbwma $Eel,
bR B, Jbs, &, EMo) A o
o (F 2)

el (LS el QA g 107
Yo B4y s g2 a8 slAg
A2 Aol visked EfgEscel 7hak ol 12670
of well= 2Fog F4sie] oy AxzE
fhEE el hikkikolE ZEo] shElo] Sl LIFkEH



18 Fitokl ok AR (W, b,

HA, i, %#) 9 Utk ILMRIE

Table 2. Content of Forest Law in five Northeast Asian Countries

R.0.K. D.P.RK. JAPAN CHINA TAIWAN
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Table 3. Number of articles by the content of Forest Law in five Northeast Asian Countries

Unit - no. of articles

ClassiZication R.O.K. D.P.R.K. Japan China Taiwan

General rules 50 8%) 9{ 209%) 30 3% 10( 249, 40 7%
Forest planning & management 10016 ) - 21021 ) 5(12 ) -
Forest resources establishment 37029 ) 9( 20 ) - 307 18( 31
Forest products utilization 302 ) - - - -
Protection forest 15( 12 ) 240 24 ) - 10¢ 17
National forest 190 15 ) - - - 100 17
Harvesting - 100 21 ) - 9021 ) -

Protection 14011 ) 10( 21 ) - (14 ) 7012 )

Punitive rules e 9 ) 9( 20 ) 17017 ) 6( 14 ) 7(12
Etc. 12(10 ) 34034 ) 307 ) 2( 3

Total 126 (100%> 47(100%) 100{100%) 42(100%) 58(1002!
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