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Living Conditions of the Rural Elderly Women
and Activities for Extra Income Promotion

Lim, Pyoung-Ja-Choi, Kyu-Reon

Home Economics Division of Rural Development Administration- Living Science College of Suweon University

ABSTRACT : The objectives of this study were 1) to identity the living conditions of old women at rural area, 2)
to inquire of the activities for extra income 3) to provide information on the social service program development
for old rural women.

Data were collected by interview with the questionaire from 396 old rural women in Korea. In analyzing
data, x*-test has been produced by S A S program package at Rural Development Administration.

The major results were as follows

1. The average age was 69. 7 years old of the subjects, illiteracy was 54. 1%, widows was 58. 6%, and the 18.
4% of elderly have led a solitary life. Also, the degree of health care was very low.

2. The source of living costs in most old rural women lay on agricultural income. Also, because of the edu-
cational expenditure for their children, etc., they led to poverty, and then could not provide for their old age.

3. In spite of the 60. 4% of the old women did farming, a lot of them wishes to have a side job. The rea-
sons why they wish to do a side job were making money, spending their time in working, being proud before
their children, etc. .

4. According as they rely on their husband, the eldest son and his wife, for the psychological, physical,
economical support, their position among family was low. Therefore, only the 43. 3% of old women were sa-
tisfied with their life.

5. Finally, in the result of this case study, the old women, who particpate in the extra income promoting
program, were satisfied with their rural life, and their social position were high rather than elswhere.

Key words : old rural women, living conditions, extra income promoting program, satisfaction of rural life
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