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A Study on the Legal Interpretation of “not to impede the passage”
in the Rules of the Nautical Road
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Abstract

There is a vessel which shall not impede the passage of any other vessel in the COLREGS 1972. But
the issue was raised that the words of “not to impede” were vague. Therefore, IMO adopted new
paragraph (f) to be added to Rule 8 that a vessel which is required not to impede the passage of another
vessel is not relieved of this obligation if approaching the vessel so as to involve risk of collision. It
means that the ship which is obliged not to impede should contribute to avoid collision and to the safe
passage of the other vessel. Also it results that the application of Collision Rules should be changed. But
until now, it seems that the mariners are not familiar with this subject.

This paper, therefore, aims to define the meaning of "not to impede” and clarify it’'s legal concept so
as to adequate application of the Collision Rules for the collision avoidance at sea.
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49) Warning to through traffic : Vessels using the traffic lanes must comply with Rule 10 of the Collision
Regulations, but they are not thereby given any right of way over crossing vessels. When risk of collision is
deemed to exit, the Rules fully apply, particularly Rules 15 and 19(d), which are of specific relevance in the
crossing situation. at British Admiralty Chart No.323, 1989.
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