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Abstraet

The purpose of the study was to develop a model to explain how a fashion style is
determined within a society and how the style diffuses.

The research was carried out in two stages, theoretical study followed by empirical study.
In the theoretical study, explanatory model about decision of fashion style and diffusion was
developed and then fashion diffusion theories and fashion phenomenon of postmodern society
were explained by the model developed. The theoretical framework of the explanatory model
was constructed in that fashion changes by ambivalence of pursuit values within an
individual as well as within a society.

The empirical study was carried out to validate the model by looking into fashion
phenomenon in the postmodern society. A questionnaire was developed including style image,
pursuit value, preference style and administered to 19 to 30 year-old women living in Seoul
area. Frequency distribution, discriminant analysis, one-way ANOVA. were used for the
statistical analysis.

As pursuit values differed in each style preference group, and pursuit value coincided with
image of preference style it was corifirmed that clothing selection behawvior was determined by
pursuit value. In a postmodern society where variety of values are pursued, appearance of
various products and preference of all styles altogether considered, it could assume that

subcultural collective selection phenomenon appeared.
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