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Abstract

The forming process in the symbolism of dress can be approached by the semiotics of C. S.
Peirce. According to Peirce's theory, semiosis consists of sign, its object, and interpretant.
Especially Peirce classifies the sign into three categories; icon, index, and symbol. The icon is
based on the similarity in properties and forms, and tke index is based on the actual connection
with their objects, while the symbol is based on the association of interpretant. These
classification method can be considered as a theoretical base for symbol of ritual dress.

On the other hand, it was discussed the analysing method of the concept of dress séme
(symbolic element) by introducing the isolate concept of structuralism for explaining how the
symbol reveals itself. So it is discussed the several concepts of structuralism; the concept of
relation syntagmatique and relation paradigmatique, the relation binaire, and the units. It
would be also necessary to consider dimension of contextin addition to dimension of dress itself
for the dimension of total symbolic elements of ritual dress.

It is proposed that the above developed dress symbol elements should be used for under-
standing the society or culture that includes the elements by introducing the symbolic
anthropology such as V. Turner’s three dimensions of symbol.
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