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A Study on the Characteristics of Interior Elements of Frank Lloyd Wright's Residential Design
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Abstract

Frank Lloyd Wright, a master of the 20th Century Ar-
chitecture, contributed tremendously in creating a wholly
new form of American architecture called Prairie Style.
His idea behind the development of the building structur-
al system, organic relationships between inner and outer
space, horizontal vertical lines, and idea of extending and
expanding interior spaces came from nature.

He had completed over 390 projects throughout his life
and 90% of those projects were residential design. The
most typical characteristic shared by many of his
residential design was that each design element, whether
it is functional or aesthetical, has close relationship to or-
ganic nature, human scale, theoretical floor plans, and
maximum emphasis on horizontal lines in respect to na-
ture.

His concept of “flow of spaces’ reformed common the-
ory of room next to room in a enclosed space. His sense

of "wall” was no longer the side of a box. Careful selec-
tion of finishing materials, colors, and natural images en-
hance the design as well.

F.L. Wright was an artist, designer, and architect who
believed the exterior space should have direct relationship
to the interior space. His architectural philosophy was
not only to design exterior of architecture but also to ful-
fill his space through the careful development of interior
elements such as furniture, and lighting fixture. Even the
patterns for leaded glass windows were designed to have
unified appearance from outside to inside of the house.

The objective of this study was to analyze floor plans,
spatial organizations, and interior design elements of the
houses which represent the best of F.L. Wright’s design
principles and philosophy behind Prairie Style. The meth-
od used to collect informations for this study was based
on books, articles, journals, and actual site visits.
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library, 4 living room, 5 dining room, 6 kitchen
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