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Social Division of Labor in the Traditional Industry District

Foursed on Damyang Bamboo Ware Industry of Damyang and
Yeoju Pottery Industry of Yeoju, South Korea,

Yang-Choon Park*,

Summary

This research is concerned with the social
division of labor within the traditional industry
district: Damyang bamboo ware industry district
and Yeoju pottery industry district in South
Korea. Damyang bamboo ware and Yeoju pottery
are well known of the Korean traditional
industry. The social division of labor in an
industry district is considered as an important
factor. The social division of labor helps the
traditional industry to survive today.

This summary shows five significant points
from the major findings. First, Damyang bam-
boo ware industry and Yoeju pottery industry
have experienced the growth stages until 1945,
the stagnation in the 1960s, and the business
recovery in the 1980s. Most Korean traditional
industries had been radically declined under the
Japanese colonization; while, Damyang bamboo
ware industry and Yeoju pottery industry district
have been developed during above all stages.
The extended market to Japan helped the local
government to establish a training center, and to
provide financial aids and technical aids to crafts

men. During the 1960s and 1970s, mass production

Chul-Woo Lee** Soon-Ho Park***

ki

of substitute goods on factory system resulted
in the decrease of demand of bamboo ware and
pottery. During the 1980s, these industries have
slowly recovered as a result of the increased
income per capita. The high rate of economic
growth in the 1960s and 1970s was playing an
important role in the emerging the increased
demand of the bamboo ware and pottery.
Second, the production-and-marketing system
in a traditional industry district became diversi-
fied to adjust
Damyang bamboo ware industry district, the level

the demand of products. In

of social division of labor was low until the
high economic development period. Bamboo ware
were made by a farmer in a small domestic
system. The bamboo goods were mainly sold
in the periodic market of bamboo ware in
Damyang. In the recession period in the 1960s
and 1970s, the production-and-marketing system
were diversified; a manufacturing-wholesale type
business and small-factory type business became
established; and the wholesale business and the
export traders in the district appeared. In the
recovery period in the 1980s, the production-
and-marketing systems were more diversified; a
small-factory type business started to depend
on subcontractors for a part of process of

* Professor, Dept. of Geography, Kyungpook National University.

** Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography, Kyungpook National University.
*%* Lecturer, Dept. of Geography, Kyungpook National University.
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production; and a wholesale business in the
district engaged in production of bamboo ware.

In Yeoju pottery industry district, the social
division of labor was limited until the early
1970s. A pottery was made by a crafts man
in a small-business of domestic system and sold
by a middle man out of Yeoju. Since the late
1970s, production-and-marketing system become
being diversified as a result of the increased
demand in Japan and South Korea.

In the 1970s, Korean traditional craft pottery
was highly demanded in Japan. The demand
encouraged people in Yoeju to become craftsmen
and/or to work in the pottery related occupation.
In South Korea, the rapid economic growth
resulted in incline to pottery due to the develop-
ment of stainless and plastic bowls and dishes.
The production facilities were modernized to
provide pottery at the reasonable price. A small-
business of domestic system was transformed
into a small-factory type business. The social
division of labor was intensified in the pottery
production-and-make-ting system. The manufac-
to be
the production process of pottery. Within the

turing kaoline began seperated from
district, a pottery wholesale business and a
retail business started to be established in the
1980s.

Third, the traditional industry district was
divided into “completed one” and “not-completed
one” according to whether or not the district
firms led the function of the social division of
labor. The Damyang bamboo ware industry
district is “completed one”: the firm within the
district is in charge of the supply of raw
material, the production and the marketing. In
the Damyang bamboo ware district, the =ocial
division of lator was accomplished between the
supply of raw materal and the production of
bamboo ware

bamboo ware, and between

production and marketing. The social division

upekE « ol A o w5 oHEHXIZ| 88|21 30(3) 1995
of labor was partly found in the process of
production of a few goods.

The Yoeju pottery industry district was “not-
completed one.” Out of the district wholesale
stores and retail stores led pottery market.
Within the Yoeju pottery district, the social
division of labor worked in the production
process, between the supply of raw material
and the production of pottery, and between the
productin of pottery and the related machine of
the pottery tco. The social division of labor and
the production weakly worked between the
production and the marketing too.

Fourth, the research and development within
the districts did not work well to open the new
market and to develop new products to meet
the changed tastes of consummers. For more
continuous development, firms within the districts
maintained the horizontal social division of
labor, and reorganized labor system to improve
the external economics effect through intensifying
the social division of labor.

Lastly, the social division of labor was playing
an important role in the development of tradi-
The subdivision of
production process and the diversification of
reduced the
overcame the labor shortage through hiring

tional industry districts.

business production cost and

low-waged workers such as family members, the
old people and housewives. An enterpriser with
small amount of capital easily joined into the
business. The risk from business recession were
dispersed. The accumulated know-how in the
production and maketing provided flexiblility to
produce various goods and to extend the life-
cycly of a product.

Key Words: social division of labor in the
industry district, traditional industry, production-
and-marketing system, Damyang bamboo ware
industry, Yoeju pottery industry
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