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Rural Health Subecenter Utilization Pattern and Its Related Factors

Seok Joon Sohn
Department of Preventive Medicine, Chonnam National University Medical School

= ABSTRACT =

In order to estimate the utilization pattern of a rural heslth subcenter, and to identify the
recognition for it among the inhabitants in Kogsung district, a questionnaire survey was carried
out for obiects of 708 population

The resuits observed were ag Iollows;

1. The snpual utilization rate of & rural health subcenter for a basic health service unit was
275 per 100 persons, and annual mean visiting tmes was 143 {imes.

2. The most frequent disease by annual health subcenter utilization illness was respiratory
disease(26.5%), and the next was musculoskeleral disease{239%), gastrointestinal disease
(1R.09) hy order,

3. Faverite reasons for community health subcenter utilization were lower medical cost{23.4%),
nepr distance from living place(20.7%) and lower disease seventy(195%) by order. But
disfavorite reasons [or iU were non effective reatment(26.2%), msufficlent equipment(25.4%s)
and absence of specialistil?.424) by order.

4. insufficient items about commaumty health subeenter utilization were restriction of treatmment
Himit(47.1%), lower reliance(22.4%) and not punctral{Z1.8%) hv order.

5. The resuits of logistic regression analvsis suggested that statistically significant factors in
heaith subcenter utilization were age, educational level and the nearest medical facility class,

&, There was no difference between recognition for a commumty heslth subcenter’s work and
actual utilizing service, and desirable works for it were disease preventing service, disease
control of elderly and sanitation contrel by order.

These resuits suggesied that to increase the ulilization of rural health subcenter and to oromote
the accessibility of rural residents to primary health care, there must be considered public relation
sbout health subcenter, expansion of heaith equipmment and recognition about access time.
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Table 1. General characteristics of study population

E;m{iy popation

Characteristics
N /u
Sex
Male 235 473
Female 373 52.7
Age
=79 FHid PRE
3039 21 L3
A0~ 49 K oy
) --59 134 188
60 213 “0.1
Foucationa) levellyear)
g-- & ABR 6.8
P13 41 129
vver 12 125 182
Oenupaiion of houscholder
Farmer 4 78
Cormmerce 73 32
White colfar worker at 115
Blue collar worker 33 47
Others 27 3.8
Medival securily seuius”
Gavernmment 7 104
tndustrial 122 72
Fegional 240 339
Medicaid ¥ 251
Non beneficiaries it ag
Monthly family income
(x10000won;
=19 432 61.0
il il 15
-39 26 a7
A1~ 44 7 10
53--58 36 51
B 156 A
Duration of residence{vear}
z 8 [78 252
s o0 71
EARES 52 7.3
H1--35 71 104
d0= 357 50.4
Total 08 1000

» Gavernment © Medical insurance for ;!owmmeni
ermdoyees and private school teachers

Industrial establishment medical
msurance

Industrial

Regional - Regional medical insurance

Tahle 7 Vilizafion and mean visit aumbers of
community health sub-ocenter
o B o i%)
Utilization of Mo, of Mean vish
medical care Case He.
513 (725
JESRVARS

08 (10045

MNon utilization
Uilization

Total
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Tabde 3. Distribution of disease by annual heslth
subcenter utilization iih £55

( L-lwsf i ation %

HRespiratory disease 265
Musculoskeletal disease 3.9
Dental discase 97
Cardiovaseular disesse 8.0
Neavous & sensusy disease 7,

Gaatrointestinal disense 52
Skin & subhcuraneous disease 53
Infectious & parasitic disease 4.4
Frjury or poasoning 35
Hematologic disease 1.8
Pregnancy and child hirth 1.4
Neoplasms 0.9

Other il defined condition 49

Torat

asanlel aledlel B AR o 8 B
< -
:

el -&m o] a8z 7t

N o
S5 e

A8} o] §et
e /3—%7% 2{}?@/ "m‘i “19«% Alahaba) ghoba
7} 19.5% ﬁ--~é??}alr A e &
Wgrt weld oty 1S
=} 7w ﬁé%ﬂ% A 2kxb 118%, 1
| SadaEysht Boda

]‘Q% FgdeH R 4,

- 100 -



Table 4. Diswibution of reasons for commumity
health subcenter utilization

Table &. Distribution of insufficient items for
community heatth subcenter utilization

Contents %

Near distance from living place 207
Lower medical cost 243
Lower severity ' 1495
Effective treatiment 118
Kindness 11.2
Orthers ] 125
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Table 5 Disinibution of reasons for communily
health subcenter non-uiilization

(‘,nn?en |2 27

o
Cood health condition 234

00 (2627
198 (254
78 (10.2)
135 (174

Non effective treatment
Tpsulficienl eguiprners
Shart care time per day
Mo specialist

Unkindness AN
Oithers 120 (107

* Nurpbers i parenthesis mean percent
freqguency excluded good health condifinn
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Cortents %
Restriction of treatment Hmit 471
Low reliance 2.4
Not punctual 218
Unkindness 45

(thers 4.1

Table 7. Opinion on the medical service of com-
munity health subeenter and medical doctor

{temn 4

Satisfaciion on the medical service

very satisfaction 66
satisfaction 338
mmderate 43.4
dissatisfaction 154
very dissatisfaction 05
Relience on medical doctor
very refiable 106
reliable 454
moderate 313
unrehiable ils
very unreliable 8
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Table 4. Commurity health subcenter utilization

by predisposing variables

Varjabie Utﬂ{lé/f}tl{}ﬂ P-value
Sex B
Male 8.1 NS
Female 218
Age
=29 180 0.1
-39 46
449 273
S0--54 341
Bz 373
Fducational [evel(yr}
- B 3.2 .01
P12 226
over 12 6.0
Oceupation of householder
Farmer 288 NS
Cuniierce 120
Whife collar work 782
Blue collar work 147%
Cther 206
Medical security staius
CGovernment BB NS
Irdustrial 26.0
Regional 25e
Medicaid 0
Mon bencficiarics 312
Monthly family
meomedx 16 000won)
2029 419
3039 269
A0 40 4249
S50 H1 B
6l= 287
Nurarion of residence{year}
<9 27 No
1-~19 8.5
2029 3.4
3035 A
40= xiq
Access time{minute)
Under 15 325 NS
13 & over 257
Mearest redical facility
Health subcenter 32 001
_________________ Others 214 .
Total
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Taple 4. Result of Logmm: regreabmn (md]‘, ais for

C 'iteg’ WY Ode

Indepencent vanahles -t 85 CL
Reference Targer Tato
Age {vear) <) s 155 107-217
Educational jevel <h a< 282 179-443
(vear) )
Nearest medical athers  subcenger 158 111292
facility
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Table 10. Recognition for community health sub-
cenfer’s work of study population and
actnal utilizing service

(96}
Recoguition  Uidlization
Medical treatment 11.3 21.2
Drug supply 561 he.7
Health conmulting and euducaiion 4% 43
Pamnily planning and MCH 113 6.7
Th and leprosy control 2.4 05
Communicable disease centrol 42 14
Others Lé 10
bio answer 24 B2

Total 1960 1000

Table 11, Desirable work for comimunity health

subcenter

%
Hypertension control 6.2
Disease coniraed of elderly 2
Tiealth education 0.7
Pisease proventon service 308
Sanitation control 171
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