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ABSTRACT

A survey was carried out in Seoul Metropolitan area during December of 1993 and
January of 1994. The objective of the survey was to provide a useful information for
the development and improvement of recycling policies, regulations and systems in
Korea. Of the 782 individuals contacted, 473 individuals completed and retured
surveys, of which 437 were usable. The results were analyzed using a statistical
package SAS(Statistical Analysis System).

The results indicated that 86% of apartment area has recycling bins, while only 33%
of individual house(detached dwelling) area has those. About half of the respondents
felt that food waste is the major source of household waste,

The most serious problem to recycle more household waste is to provide space to
store recyclables at the source. The majority of Seoul Metropolitans(78.5%) are willing
to participate in recycling programs, while 14.4% want to participate only when there
are economic incentives or benefits. Respondents who want economic incentives
appeared to be low income people. 66.1% of total respondents said that they do not
use disposables. However, only 53.0% among respondents under 30 years old answered
they do not use disposables. People who graduated from middle high school only and
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are under 30 years old have tendency to dispose of used milk cartons without rincing
and drying, while those who are over 40 years old and graduated from university
prefered to rinse and dry used milk cartons before disposal.

Regarding disposal of newspapers, only 43.9% of the total respondents separated
newspaper from other types of used paper. In the case of alumium cans, 22,5% of the
total respondents answered that used aluminum cans are not recyclables. Much higher
portion(30.4%) of the respondents who graduated from middle high school only felt
that aluminum cans have no value to recycle. The results indicated that education and
information regarding recycling are highly desirable.
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