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The Spatial Structure of
Ch'ang-ts'ai-ts'un Village

A Case Study on a Rural Village of Korean Immigrants in Yen-pien Area of China

L.ee, Kyu Sung
(University of Ulsan, Professor)

ABSTRACT

Ch'ang-Ts'ai-Ts'un is a rumal Village near lamg-jing City in Yen-pien Korean Autonomous
Province of China, It was formed about 100 years ago by Korean Immigrants and has been
developed maintaing the characteristics of traditional Korean architecture. Therefore investigating the
spatial structure of this village is a meanigful work to confirm and explore one branch of Korean
architecture,

This study aims at analyzing the spatial structure of the village using direct data collected from
the field work and indirect data from books and maps. The field work consists of on-the—site survey
of the village layout, interviews of residents, observation notes and photography.

Ch'ang-Ts'ai~Ts'un is located 30-370 m high above the sea level and at the side of a long
valley. A river flows in the middle of the valley and relatively flat arable land exists at the both
sides of the river.

The location of the village related to the surrounding river and mountains suggests that the site of
the village was chosen according to Feng-Shui, Chinese and Korean traditional architectural theory.
The main direction of the house layouts is South-westem.

The village has been growing gradually until today. Therefore it is meaningful to meke the village
layout before Liberation(1946 AD.) because the characteristics of Korean architecture prevailed more
in that period The area of the previous village is limited to the west side of the creek New houses
were later added to the east of the creek, forming a "New Village'.

Previously the village was composed of 3 small villages: Up, Middle and Down.  Also the main
access roads comnecting the village with the neighboring villages were penetrating the village
transversely. Presently the muin access road comes to the village longitudinally from the main
highway located in front of the village.

The retrospective layout shows the existence of well-formed Territory, Places and Axes, thus
suggesting a coherent Micro-cosmos.

The boundary of imaginery territory perceived by present residents could be defined by linking
conspicous outside places sorrounding the village such as Five-mountains, Front-mountain, Shin-dong
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important places such as Bus-stop, Memorial tower of patriots, Road-maitenance building and the
village itself. And inside it 5 transverse and 1 longitudinal axes exist in the form of river, roads and
mountains.

The perceived spatial structure of the village formed by Places, Axes and Territory is geornetrical
‘and well-balanced and suggests this village is fit for human settlement

The administrative area of the village is about 738 ha, 27 % of which is cultivated land and the
rest is mountain area

Initially the village and surromndings were covered with natural forest. But the trees have been
gracually cut down for building and warming houses, resulting in the present barren and artificial
landscape with bare mountains and cultivated land.

At present the area of the village occupied by houses is wedge-shaped, 600 m wide and 220 m
deep in its maximum.  The total area of the village is 122175 ni. The area and the rate of each
sub~division are as follow.

116 house-lots 0146 it (749 %)
Land for public huildings and shops 200 m* (24 %)
Roads 1716 mE (140 %)
Creek 1%6m (11%
Vacant spaces and others 928 m* (76 %)

TOTAL 1215 m (1000 %)

Each lot is fenced around with vertical wooden pannels 15-1.8 m high and each house is located
to the backside of the lot. The open space of a lot is sub-divided into three areas using the same
wooden fence! Front yard, Back yard and Access area. Front and back yards are generally used for
crop—cultivation, the custom of which is rare in Korea. The number of lots is 116 and the average
size of area is 647 nv’. '

Outdoor spaces in the village such as roads, vacant spaces, front yard of the cultural hall, front
vard of shops and spacse around the creek are good ’behavioral seftings’ frequently used by
residents for play, chatting, drinking and movie-watching.

The road system of the village is met-shaped, having T-junctions in intersections. The road
could be graded to 4 categories according to their functions Access roads, Inmer tunk roads,
Connecting roads and Culs-de—sac.

The total length of the road inside the village is 3709 m and the average width is 46 m The
main direction of the road in the village is NNE-SSE and ESE-WNW, crossing with right angles.

Conclusively, the spatial strucrure of Ch'ang-Ts'ai-Ts'un village consists of various components
in different dimensions and these components form a coherent structure in each dimension. Therefore
the village has a proper spatial structure meaningful and appropriate for human living.
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