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A Case of Orbital Meningioma Diagnosed
by Fine Needle Aspiration Biopsy

Ji Shin Lee, M.D., Kyung Soo Kim, M.D., Min Cheol Lee, M.D.,
Chang Soo Park, M.D., and Sang Woo Juhng, M.D.

Department of Pathology, Chonnam University Medical School

Orbital meningioma is a rare neoplasm that, even when suspected by CT or echograph-
ic examination, requires careful histologic study for precise identification.

Fine needle aspiration (FNA) biopsy has become the diagnostic technique of choice in
recent years for investigating orbital masses. There have been a few previous reports on
FNA biopsy of orbital menigioma.

We experienced a case of orbital meningioma in a 11-yr-old boy, diagnosed by FNA
biopsy. The cytohistologic features of aspirated material {intranuclear inclusions, psammo-
ma bodies, and cells arranged in whorls) made it easy to diagnose a meningioma.
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Fig. 1. Orbital CT shows a 1.5X3cm sized triangu-
lar mass with heterogenous enhancement in the right
retrobular and intraconal area.
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Fig. 2. The smear shows high cellularity composed
of many scattered or clustered cells(Papanicolaoy,
X 40).

Fig. 3. Syncytial sheets with psammoma body (ar-
row ) and whorl (arrow head ) (Papanicolaou, X200).
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Fig. 4. The tumor cells have fine vesicular nuclei
and moderate amount cytoplasm. An intranuclear in-
clusion{arrow) is found ( Papanicolaou, X400).
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Fig. . Histologic section of meningotheliomatous
meningioma with a psammoma body (H-E, X200).
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