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ABSTRACTS

A Study on the Effect of the Searcher’s Subject Background on
the Result of Online Database Searches

Lee, Keun Bong*

The Purpose of this study is to verify the effect of the searcher’s
subject background on the result of online database searches.

To achieve this purpose, an experimental method was adopted. 180
students performed online searches in the three different libraries
chosen for this study. The subjects were classified into two groups
according to the scores of the test.

Data concerning processes, behavior,and results of the searches
performed by the subjects in real situations were gathered. Immedi-
ately following the searches, the extent of their subject background
were assessed through interview.

The search effect consists of the 4 elements : search efficiency (the
number of terms used per unit time), the number of relevant docu-
ments, the number of relevant documents per unit time, precision
ratio.

The major findings of this study are summarized as belows.

1. The searchers with strong subject background has significantly
higher efficiency in searches made. Group A (of those with strong
subject back-ground) use more search terms per unit time than
Group B(of those with weak subject background) do.

2. In the searches made by those with strong subject background,

% Senior Researcher, Korea Tax Institute.
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more relevant documents are retrieved.

3. In the searches made by those with strong subject background,
more relevant documents per unit time are retrieved.

4. The searchers with strong subject background has significantly
higher precision ratio in searches made. In the searches made by
those with strong subject background, more relevant documents of
documents retrie-ved are retrieved.
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