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ABSTRACT

To provide data for the contents regarding environmental health (environmental hygiene, environ-
mental pollution) in the textbooks of primary, middle and high schools, a total of 243 textbooks
was analysed for two months from May, to July 31, 1993,

Among the total 52844.50 pages, 1.65% was related to the environmental health, which account
for 870.00 pages. In the textbooks by school level, the rate of the contents regarding environmental
health in primary school was 1.63% (148.75 pages). that of middle school was 1.96% (243.25 pages)
and that of high school was 1.53% (478.00 pages).

The area of environmental hygiene was 0.24% (129.25 pages) and that of environmental pollution
was 1.40% (740.75 pages) which is slightly high. In the field of environmental hygiene, the rate
of the contents in the middie school textbooks was 0.53% which was the higher than that of
the primary and high school textbooks. The rate of environmental pollution area was not significant-
ly different by school level but the number of the pages was the higher at the high school than
that of the primary and middle schools, which account for 428.8 pages.

The contents related by the areas were as follows:

1. Contents related to environmental hygiene

1) Among environemtnal hygiene contents, the rate of housing sanitation was the highest as
0.14% (73.00 pages), that of air environment was 0.06% (33.00 pages) and that of water supply
sanitation was 0.03% (17.25 pages). The portion of air environment was 5.00 pages in the primary
school textbooks and that of housing sanitation at the middle and high schools was each 35.0
pages, 35.50 pages, which was the more than that of other fields. By school year, there was no
contents related at the 1st and 2nd grades but were 4.75 pages at the 4th grade which were
the more than those of other grades. At the 5th grade, water supply sanitation part was found
but not air environment. Housing sanitation was found at the 3rd, 5th grades and insect or rodent
control was at the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th grades.

2) In the middle school textbooks related to environmental health, 41.0 pages were included
in the textbooks of pysical education, the highest number. The next was 195 pages in home
economics, 2.8 pages in social studies and 3.00 pages in others.

The contents of air environment were found in the textbooks of physical education and science,
those of water supply and housing sanitation were in home economics and physical education
and those of insect control were found 0.5 pages in home economics only.

3) In the high school textbooks, the highest number was 27.8 pages of home economics and
the next was 11.5 pages of others, 7.8 pages of physical education, 2.0 pages of science and 0.3
pages of social studies. Air environment parts were included in the textbooks of science, physical
education and home economics and water sanitation was in home economics, physical education
and others. Housing sanitation was showed in home economics and social studies, on the other
side the contents of insect or rodent control was found in home economics and physical education.
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4) By the subjects related to environmental hygiene in the primary, middle and high school
textbooks, 51.0 pages of home economics were the highest portion. It was also revealed that 49.5
pages of physical education, 14.5 pages of others, 13.5 pages of science and 0.8 pages of social
studies were included. The number of 33.0 pages of air environment portion was distributed into
9.75 pages of science, 19.0 pages of physical education and 4.25 pages of others. Among 17.3
pages of water sanitation, 3.5 pages of home economics, 11.3 pages of physical education and
2.5 pages of others were included. Housing sanitation portions were 73.0 pages, which were distri-
buted into 46.5 pages of home economics, 0.5 pages of social studies, 18.3 pages of physical educa-
tion and 7.8 pages of others.

5) The number of photo, figure, illustration and table related in the primary school textbooks
was 31. Among them, the number of photos was 21, that of figures or illustrations was 9 and
that of table was 1. The number of 63 in the middle school textbooks was classified into 3 photos,
32 figures or illustrations and 28 tables. At the high school, the number of 56 was included 2
photos, 41 figures or illustrations and 13 tables.

2. Contents related to environmental pollution

1) In the field of environmental pollution, the rate of water pollution was 0.39% (203.3 pages),
that of air pollution was 0.31% (161.5 pages) that of soil pollution was 0.1% (57.3 pages), that
of refuse disposal was 0.08% (40.3 pages) and others was 0.5% (278.5 pages) by school level,
the rate of water pollution in the primary, middle and high schools was each 40.5, 48.0, 118.8
pages and that of air pollution was each 20.8, 38.3, 102.5 pages.

2) Environmental pollution areas were not inserted in the textbooks at the 1st grade of the
primary school but found 5.5 pages at the 2nd grade, 30.5 pages at the 4th grade, 36.3 pages
at the 5th grade and 495 pages at the 6th grade. Water pollution was included from the 2nd
grade, air pollution and refuse disposal from the 3rd grade and soil pollution from the 5th grade.

3) In the middle school textbooks, environmental pollution was distributed into 90.25 pages
of science, 42.8 pages of physical education, 20.5 pages of social studies, 19.5 pages of others
and 4.0 pages of home economics. At the high school, the contents were found 191.3 pages in
science, 119.3 pages in others, 88.5 pages in social studies, 28.5 pages in physical education and
1.3 pages in home economics.

4) By subjects of the primary, middle and high schools, the portion of environmental pollution
was classified into 322.2 pages of science, 195.0 pages of social studies, 138.8 pages of others,
76.3 pages of physical education and 8.5 pages of home economics. Air and soil pollution parts
were not found in the subjects of home economics.

5) The number of photo, figure or illustration and table related in the primary school textbooks
was 218. Among them, the number of photos was 61, that of figures or illustrations was 149
and that of tables was 8. At the middlke school, the number of 153 was distributed into 99 photos,
34 figures or illustrations and 20 tables. The number of 129 found in the high school textbooks
was included 129 photos, 73 figures or illustrations and 100 tables.

Keywords : Contents of the environmental health, environmental hygiene, environmental pollution,
water supply sanitation, housing sanitation.
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