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A Study on the Climatic Characteristics of Korean Coastal Area and Marine Casualties
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Abstract

By use of the Climatological Report(1982~1991) and the Marine Casualty Report(1982~1992), marine
casualties caused by meteorological factors and climatic characteristics along Korean coast were analysed.
Marine casualty by meteorological factors can be classified into three kinds such as collision, aground and
sinking. On the whole collision was mainly caused by dense fog and heavy precipitation, and aground and
sinking was caused by strong wind and high sea.

As results of analysis of the distribution of wind, fog and precipitation at major ports in Korea, climatic
characteristics along Korean coast are as follows.

In the eastern coast, wind was relatively weak and fog was not so frequently formed, while strong wind
blew all the year round and fog appeared from April to August in Ulleung Island.

In the southern coast, the wind was strong in both winter and summer, fog formed frequently in late
spring through mid-summer and heavy precipitation was in summer. Typhoon affecting Korea was usually
passing this area to the East Sea.

In the western coast, strong wind was prevailing in winter at southern region and fog was formed very
frequently throughout the year.
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