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Review on Individual Differences and Similarities
in Landscape Preference and Evaluation
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ABSTRACT

This paper reveiws and examines the empirical results of past research concerning indi-
vidual differences and similarities in landscape preference and evaluation. The conflicting
results (differences and similarities) found in the review are attributed to the variety of
methodology adopted by the past research and to the lack of comprehensive theoretical base
in the field of landscape research.

Two suggestions are derived from the review. First, both the landscape type to be evalu-
ated and the measurement context to be used by research subjects have critical importance
in results. Thus, it is suggested that researchers should be careful in selecting landscape
type and measurement tool. Second, more scholartic endeavours should be put into a devel-
opment of comprehensive theory of landscape experience that could explain both differences
and similarities in people’s landscape preference and evaluation. Once developed, the theory
would not only provide us more valid and specific research methodology, but also allow us
to design more healthy and valued landscape.
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