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Termites-Biology and their Behaviour

1. Introduction
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II. Biology and behaviour of termites

1. Characteristics of the castes
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Fig. 1 A queen and a worker Nasutitermes exitiosus. The
queen is many times the size of the worker near
her head(Source : Hadlington 1987).
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Fig. 2 Two physically different types of soldiers(Source
" Hadlington 1987).
(a) Mandibulate type : Coplotermes acinaciformis
(b) Nasute type . Nasutitermes walkeri
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Fig. 3 Different castes of termites. Left to right . solder,
worker, reproductive(Source : Hadlington 1987).
(a) Mandibulate type : Coptotermes acinaciformis,
(b) Nasute type : Nasutitermes walkerr,
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2. Food and feeding habits of termites
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3. Termites nests or colonies
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1) Ground mounds
Ground mound= Nasutitermes triodias®) A4 =07}
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Fig. 4 Different types of ground mounds by mound-bui-
ider termites. (a) Nasutitermes triodias mound(
Source : Hadlington 1987), (b) Drepanotermes ta-
mminensis mound(Source . Park 1993).
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Fig. 5 Arboreal nest of Nasutitermes walkeri on a tree(
Source : Hadlington 1987)

4. Harvesting behaviour
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Fig. 6 Seasonal variations in the foraging activity of (a)
Trinervitermes carbonarius, and (b) Macrotermes
natalensis in the lvory Coast(Source | Hadlington
1987).
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Fig. 7 Foraging hole(F, Diameter=4mm) which was
opened by Drepanotermes famminensis during the
harvesting period(Source : Park 1993).
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Fig. 8 Termite harvesting underneath thich litter guarded
by the soldiers of Drepanotermes tamminensis(Sou-
rce . Park 1993).

5. Natural enemies of termites
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IlI. Conclusion
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