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Table 1. Number of publications in literature related to polyhydroxyalkanoic acid.

Spcies Microbial Biochemical Genetical
Alcaligenes eutrophus 27 57 16
Alcaligenes lactus 5

Azotobacter beizerlinkii 2 12

Azotobacter vinelandii 12

Bacillus cereus 15 9

Bacillus megaterium 31 18

Methylobacterium extorquens 4 4

Pseudomonas aeruginosa 13 3

Pseudomonas oleovorans 25 6 6
Pseudomonas putida 12 1 3
Rhizobium leguminosarum 4 3

Rhodospirillum rubrum 9 12

Zoogloea ramigera 20 2
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Fig. 1. PHB-biosynthetic pathway in Alcaligenes eut-
rophus. (1) 3-ketothiolase, (2) NADH-linked
acetoacetyl-CoA reductase, (3) PHB synthase,
(4) Polyphosphate kinase
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Table 2. Properties of PHB-biosynthetic enzymes in Alcaligenes eutrophus.

Substrate specificity Molecular weight Km Subunit
B-Ketothiolase
A Cito G 176,000 1.10 mM
B C, to Cy 184,000 0.23 mM 4
Acetoacetyl-CoA reductase
NADPH-dependent D-(—)-C, to Cs 92,000 ND 4
NADH-dependent L-(+)-C4 to G4 150,000 ND
PHB synthase D-(—)-C, to Cs 160,000 0.68-1.63 mM ND

*ND; not determined
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Fig. 2. PHB-biosynthetic pathway in Rhodospirillum
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Table 3. Synthesis and accumulation of PHA from unrelated substrates.

Organism

‘Carbon source

PHA detected]

Alcaligenes eutrophus strain R3
Alcaligenes sp. SH-69
Corynebacterium hydrocarboxydans

Glucose

Fructose, gluconate

Fructose, glucose, succinate,

Poly(3HB-co-3HV)
Poly(3HB-co-3HV)
Poly(3HB-co-3HV)

acetate, lactate

Haloferax mediterranei Starch

Rhodococcus sp. ATCC 19070

Fructose, glucose, sucrose,

Poly(3HB-co-3HV)
Poly(3HB-co-3HV)

acetate, lactate

Rhodococcus sp. NCIMB 40126

Fructose, glucose, molasses,

Poly(3HB-co-3HVY)

succinate, acetate, lactate

Nocardia strain 107-322
Nocardia lucida

Butane

succinate
Pseudomonas aeruginosa
(and other fluorescent pseudomonads)
Rhodobacter sphaeroides
(and other non-sulphur purple bacteria)

Acetate

Fructose, glucose, acetate,

Gluconate, fructose, glucose,

Poly(3HB-co-3HBen)
Poly(3HB-co-3HB)

Poly(3HB-co-3HD-co-3HDD)

Poly(3HB-co-3HV)

Abbreviation: PHA, polyhydroxyalkanoates
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Table 4. PHA synthase genes available and strategies employed for cloning{10].

Bacterium Source A B C D
Alcaligenes eutrophus H16 [5-8] DSM 428 + + + +
Chromatium vinosum D [29] DSM 180 +
Ectothiorhodospira shaposhnikovii N1 DSM 243 +

Lamprocysis reseopersicina 3112 N.Pfenning +
Methylobacterium extorquens 1IBT6 W.Babel +
Pseudomonas aeruginosa PA01 [30] DSM 1707 +
Pseudomonas citronellolis DSM 50332 +
Pseudomonas oleoverans {31] ATCC 29347 +
Pseudomonas putida KT2442 [32] +
Pseudomonas sp. DSM 1650 +
Pseudomonas sp. GP4BH1 DSM 5927 +
Rhodobacier sphaeroides [33] ATCC 17023 +
Rhodococcus ruber PP2 [34] NCIMB 40126 +
Rhodospirillum rubrum Ha [33] DSM 107 +
Syntrophomonas wolfei [35] +
Thiocapsa pfennigii 9111 N.Pfenning +
Thiocystis violacea 2311 [29] DSM 208 +

A: Screening by enzyme activity, B: Transposon mutagenesis C: Heterologous DNA probe, D : Oligonucleotide

probe, E: Phenotypic complementation

belled oligonucleotide & §H43 3 ¥ o] & probe o &
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wild type genome?] incompletely restricted DNA
2] genomic libraryE W= 3 agar plateidol 4]
PHA-negative mutante} &3 w92} plate A2
opacity, transparency<ll u}e} PHAE %33} po-
sitive colonies® Al Wi W o 24 w4
ALSYE A7 FEF waY9E FHEkd
positive clones& ] A & F= sk $eA
718k v 5o 2l& PHA synthase7} cloning®l
553 AR HPHE-S Table 49 Yehig]c
[10].
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Table 59 ®<al 73} 7). A eutrophus H162]
PHA A3A fA219] =7]& 9F 4.0 kbo]u], PHA
synthase(phaC), B-ketothiolase(phaA), 13] 12 NA-
DPH,-dependent acetoacetyl-CoA reductase(ph-
aB)7} shte] <4 operong °|F1 8l phaC
FA=A2] 320 bp Abstol] E. coli®] 670 consensus
promoter2} A&t promoter} E 3= gleH 36].

714 FPAT Chromatium vinosum2 7
$H29]% phaC §AAH N phaE FHA7} $1%] 5}
2 glen phaE HAAS] &Kol o™ -dependent
promoter”} Sl HAoZ w3 Ak 22} phaE
FARE AFE 9] 7]5& o} A e A QIR 4, whA
PHA synthase 2] expressiong $]3) Hag 7log
frdeox 2 ek =37 phaAd} phaB F4A} A}
olofli= WA zAbSe =17]2] coding sequences®
ORF42} ORF57} #]2|8l 1 7]5& o}x #3{#]
2] ¢¢x gleh C. vinosum$] phaA promoter ¥t



Table 5. Terminology of PHA biosynthetic genes[36].

Designation used

Bacterium . Protein encoded
in literature
A. eutrophus DphbA(haA) B-Ketothiolase
phbB(phaB) NADPH-dependent acetoacetyl-CoA reductase
phOC(PhaC) PHA synthase
Z. ramigera DhbA(phaA) v-Ketothiolase
DphbB(phaB) NADPH-dependent acetoacetyl-CoA reductase
P. oleovorans ORF1(phaCl) PHA synthase 1
ORF2(phaZ) PHA depolymerase
ORF3(phaC2) PHA synthase 2
phaD Protein of unknown function
P. aeruginosa phaCl PHA synthase 1
DphaD(phaZ) PHA depolymerase
phaC2 PHA synthase 2
ORF3(phaD) Protein exhibiting homology to the phaD product of P. geruginosa
C. vinosum DhbA(phaA) B-Ketothiolase
phbB(phaB) NADH-dependent acetoacetyl-CoA reductase
PhBC(phaC) PHA synthase
ORF2(phaE) Granule-associated protein required for expression of PHA
synthase activity
T. violacea DhbA(phaA) B-Ketothiolase
phoC(phaC) PHA synthase
ORF2(phaE) Protein exhibiting homology to the phaE product of C. vinosum

phaA, phaB, phaC, phaD: Genes coding for proteins involved in the biosynthesis of PHA
phaZ, phaY, phaX, phaW: Genes coding for protein required for intracelluar degradation of PHAFig. 6. Three

types of bacterial PHA synthase{36].

E. coli 6™ consensus promoter2} f-A}&b phaE
promoter2} A $x)3t3 glc}.

PHA A4 A7} cluster® o] F2 oA &
L #F% %ol 9lew I dZ25 Zoogloea rami-
gera®) 74-2(37] phaAs} phaB AR 3lte
@l operong ©]FiL ) o} phaC AR 7o)
cluster& o) F2 QA ¢ 9lom I A% o}
s A2 4w glet. 18]l % P oleovorans[31],
P. aeruginosal 30], Thiocystis violacea[29] 52
PHA A3 Il {AAESY #2) video] 93] A
FiL=Y

7. PHA synthase §8X} 2=

PHA synthase®] genomeAtoll4]o] 9122} 47
AL o2 15l diste] #3A v} gioh 22t
olF A9 23} o]4te] Fixof tidt At wH)
3t, DNA 71492 58 gujale] 13} 2
u}2} 3% PHA synthase §-%32}¢] 3= Fig
63 o] Al FHZ oA ek

Type 1 PHA synthase= LE7}tell 36.8%¢l 4]
39.0%7}2] 2] amino acids homologyS *|v]v] type
II+ 53.7%°0 4] 79.6%7}22] homology & A ]
9l.e™ type 12] N-terminal®] 2671 ¢) amino acids
7} 24+3 Yelolt). Type I+ 87.3%2) homo-
logy & #1Y™ type I2] N-terminalell 17571 2] a.a7}
C-terminalol] = 5570 2] a.a7} 2<% Hefo|r} =3t
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Alcaligenes eutrophus
{738bp)

] prac(17670p) }I{phu(nmp)

bp 74bp

Zoogloea ramigera
(738bp)

84bp 74bp
Pseudomonas olegvorgns
(849bp) (615bp)

T ol AR Fe T A

68bp 122bp 16bp

Pseudomonas aerugingsa
(855bp) (615bp)

——{phacl(lempﬂ-l—{ phaZ l—T-IphaCZ(lSSObp)

155bp 6%bp 55bp

(hromatiam vingsum, o) (11gsee)  (d525p) (363bp) (TATbp)
et i

5/bp  150bp 146bp  9bp  188bp  149bp

Thi is vigl

] phaC{1068bp) I—gjnhaﬂ1095bp)]—r1phaA(llB5bp)}I‘0RF4
63bp

137bp 133bp

Fig. 5. Molecular organization of genes relevant for
biosynthesis of PHA. ORF4, ORF5, ORF7 refer
to open reading frames whose function has not
yet been evaluated[36].

type 154 type 1= 34.4%0°1 4] 39.9%2] homology &
ehie type I3} type [ 21%el4 27.7%9)
homology & el Ao g ywsiA <)

8. Xi=g} Z3oll 2i#t PHA Mgty

19881d¢] w]=¢] Dennis &, Sinskey £3} =
d9] Steinb chel Foll oajx ztz} o} wpel
ol &4 A eutrophuse] PHA &4 A=} clo-
ning¥ ¢] ¥ PHA A§A #32HE cloning?t
Z3 FFE )43 PHA A4 A 4471 &
3| Ay E 1 ik

Dennis £[6]& &4 A% ZAd 93 clo-
ning3h= WS AH8-3te] A eutrophus H16E co-
smid pVK102, pUC18, pUC13&- ¢]4-3}] genomic
DNA libraryE- 5t # E. coli LE392, DH1, DH5&
YA 37 1 F B-ketothiolase P& 7 8
AAF T2 488}, acetoacetyl-CoA reductase
A& Ad A& o] Adae WHe= PHA
Ao et A7he) #4122 5.2 kb Kpn I-EcoR
I fragmentel] cloning3lgch. ozl AHEAE

Type Structure Preferred Representative
substrates bacterium

ol HAmcL-CoA P. oloovorans
phaCles F—
1677bp

1 _ phaCi L. HAsa-CoA A eutroplus
1767bp

___{ phake }_ phaCe
m HAscL-CoA C. vinosum

1074bp 1068bp

Fig. 6. Three types of bacterial PHA synthase[36].
HAqc: Short-chain-length hydroxyalkanoic
acids(HA)
HAumcr: Medium-chain-length HA, which con-
sist of 6-14 carbon atoms.
HA\ci: HA consisting of more than 14 carbon

atoms.
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Fig. 7. Comparison of intracellular PHB accumulation
in E. coli DHb5q strains containing (@) pUC
13/PHB, (a) pGem7f, (m) p4A [38].
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2 F 7P =& 759 oA dry cell weight2
80%71% PHB7} #45|¢]&-& B ¥ v} qch
28] 32 1992 Dennis group[ 38]l| A+ Fig. 7¢]
Ao} 7ol A eutrophus 258 B-2]g PHA §A
4+H =8 pUC13, pGEMTS, p4AE o] &3l E. coli
DH5a9)| cloninggt 2} =3} #5 A&} flaske} vt
AZo) A wiek3l-8 ] high plasmid copy number
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[381].
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20~30 mol% i 2w, 3HV ] ]88 uljekr] A
7}=] = propionate ¥, glucose ¥ 5=, w9A] pro-
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7 &2 3HV #3184 50 mol%E PS8 X
aatdr) 22 dedl 549 Steinb chel ¥[39]&-
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vorans GPolel| cloningdt & NE2 wjz]el| A 50~
60217k Wik A AE ZeFe] 50% #dsl=
PHB7} A =98-S Hslgon], 3 Rhodo-
bacter sphaeroides ATCC 17023 -] PHA A
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11

120 100
/o
— 100 |—
< /D ./lie,o
0
=z 80 |— /o il
= o / D/
8 /' ./ T80 =
- S e B
o 80 — o O o
e y / >
= y ~f40 =
= 40— O
a. / Y
: At
= 94 / T — 2
= 20 t— .//v‘/ _‘./{/D A\A 20
e
0 £ ‘ 0
0 10 20 30 40

Cultivation time (h)

Fig. 9. The time courses of cell mass, PHB, and P/X
during the fed-batch culture of XL1-blue
(pSYL 104) in complex medium[40].

O; cell mass, (J; PHB, #; true cell mass, ®;
P/X, CM; cell mass, TCM; true cell mass.
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Fig. 10. Cell growth (A) and PHB accumulation (B)
of Alcaligenes eutrophus H16 and its trans-
formants in 2.5L fermentor[42]. All Cells
were cultivated in synthetic medium contai-
ning 20 g/L of fructose and 2 g/L. of NH,CI
at pH 7.0, 30T, 400 srpm, and [vvm.
®; Alcaligenes eutrophus H16, ~; Alcaligenes
eutrophus H16/phbCAB, 0; Alcaligenes eutro-
phus H16/phbCB, v; Alcaligenes eutrophus H
16/phbC.

=3k phbCAB genes AA £+ AR5 E. coli-A.
eulrophus shuttle vector systemol| AgHA|7] A=
3t phbCAB plasmid& A|z3lg e, o] & nFF
al A. eutrophusol| t}A] electroporation B2 2
Eqiste <t FAMFANES FE ) gl
tH42]. el YAAZRAES fructosed TH-3F
Pz A wiFrt A} Fig 10e] 42} 3Ee] 3
ANTHFFE2 AEAYYSEe} PHB HHEwr]
Bl v)ste] "|A3] F7i=le] PHB A4S

aA 7R F sle BsAE #alslden, #
A wjFFEA AF-E FaFl oi42].

Nz§ FF2 0] 4% PHAS QA A o
T plasmid?] 1A FHE A% IF Az
H A4S =on] PHAS $4& fEAIZIE o)
FetH el o, PHA Aol ¥424) acetyl-
CoAs} NADPH.®] &8% 33 uhyle] #gle v
A, s AAARD A el Ao A el
= FAAGA ] A S0 o ANE Aol
| Ao},

#DEH

1. Dawes, A. E. 1990. Novel Biodegradable Mic-
robial Polymers. pp. 3-16.

2. Dawes, A. E. 1986. Microbial Energetics. Bla-
ckie Chapman and Hall, New York, pp. 158-
164.

3 Holmes, P. A. 1986 Phys. Technol. 16: 32-36.
4. Doi, Y., M. Kunioka, Y. Nagamura, and K.
Soga. 1988. Macromolecules. 21: 2722-2727.

5. Schubert, P., A. Steinb chel and H. G. Sch-
legel. 1988. ] Bacteriol. 170: 5837-5847.

6. Slater, S. C., W. H. Voige and D.E. Dennis.
1988. J. Bacteriol. 170: 4431-4436.

7. Peoples, O. P. and A. J. Sinskey. 1989. J. Biol.
Chem. 264: 15298-15303.

8. Peoples, O. P. and A. ]. Sinskey. 1989. J. Biol.
Chem. 264: 15293-15297.

9. Dawes, A. E. 1990. Novel Biodegradable Mic-
robial Polymers. pp. 417-453.

10. Steinb chel, A. E. Hustede, M. Liebergesell,
U. Pieper, A. Timm and H. Valentin. 1992,
FEMS Microbiology Reviews. 103: 217-230.

11. Schlegel, H. G. and A. Steinb chel. 1992.
FEMS Micobiology Reviews. 103: 91-376.

12. Steinb chel, A. 1991. Biomaterials. David By
rom, ed. pp. 132-143.

13. Anderson, A. ]. and E. A. Dawes. 1990. M-
crobial. Rev. 54: 450.

14. Doi, Y., A. Tamaki, M. Kunioka and K. Soga.
1988. Appl. Microbiol. Biotechnol. 28: 330-334.

15. Haywood, G. W., A. ]J. Anderson, L. Chu and
E. A. Dawes. 1988. FEMS Microbiol. Lett. 52:



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

91-96.

Haywood, G. W,, A. J. Anderson, L. Chu and
E. A. Dawes. 1988. FEMS Microbiol. Lett. 52.
259-264.

Haywood, G. W,, A. J. Anderson and E. A.
Dawes. 1989. FEMS Microbiol. Lett. 57: 1-6.
Hippe, H. and H. Schlegel. 1967. Arch. Mik-
robiol. 56: 278-299.

Wallen, L. L. and W. K. Rohwedder. 1974.
Environ. Sci. Technol. 8: 576-579.
Moskowitz, G. ], J. M. Merrick. 1969. Bio-
chemistry 8: 2748-2755.

Lageveen, R. G., G. W. Huisman, H. Preusting,
P. Ketelaar, G. Eggink and B. Witholt. 1988.
Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 54: 2924-2932.
Brandl, H., R. A. Gross, R. W. Lenz, and R.
C. Fuller. 1988. Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 54:
1977-1982.

Timm, A. and A. Steinb chel. 1990. Appl. En-
viron. Microbiol. 56: 3360-3367.

Haywood, G. W,, A. J. Anderson, D. F. EWing,
and E. A. Dawes. 1990. Appl. Environ. Mic-
robiol. 56: 3354-3359.

Anderson, A. ], G. W. Haywood, D. R. Wil-
liams and E. A. Dawes. 1990. In Novel Bio-
degradable Microbial Polymers. E. A. Dawes,
Kluver and Dordrecht, eds. pp. 119-129.
Ruhr, E. M. 1977. Ph.D thesis, Universitat
Gottingen, FRG.

Weitzman, P. D. J. and P. Dunmore. 1969.
Biochim. Biophys. Acta. 171: 8.

Eidels, L. and J. Preiss. 1970. /. Biol. Chem.
245; 2937

Liebergesell, M. and A. Steinb chel. 1992. Eur.
J. Biochem. 209: 135-150.

30.

31

32.

33.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

13

Timm, A. and A. Steinbuchel. 1992. Eur. J.
Biochem. 209: 15-30.

Huisman, G. W,, E. Wonink, R. Meima, B.
Kazemier, P. Terpstra, and P. Witholt. 1991.
J. Biol. Chem. 266: 2191-2198.

Huisman, G. W. 1991 Ph.D. Thesis, Rijksu-
niversiteit Groningen.

Hustede, E., A. Steinb chel and H. G. Sch-
legel. 1992. FEMS Microbiol. Lett. 93: 285-290.

. Pieper, U. and A. Steinb chel. 1992. FEMS

Microbiol. Lett. 96: 73-80.

Mclnerney, J. J., D. A. Amos, K. S. Kealy and
J. Palmer, 1992. FEMS Microiol. Rev. 103:
195-206.

Schubert P., N. Kruger, and A. Steinb chel.
1991. J. Bacteriol. 173: 168-175.

Peoples, O. P. and A. J. Sinskey. 1989. Mol
Microbiol. 3: 359-357.

S. Fidler and D. Dennis. 1992. FEMS Micro-
biology Reviews, 103: 231-236.

Preusting, H., J. Kingma, G. Huisman, A.
Steinb chel and B. Witholt. 1992. Infernational
Symposium on Biodegradable Plastics. pp.
14-28, Korean Science and Engineering Fou-
ndation, Seoul, 23 November.

S. Y. Lee, H. N. Chang, and Y. K. Chang. 1993,
93" BPERC International Symposium., pp. 39
-46, BPERC, Taejon, KAIST, 10 September.
Kim, G. T, J. S. Park, H. C. Park, Y. H. Lee,
T. L. Huh. 1993. Kor. J. Appl. Microbiol. Bio-
technol. 21: 221-228.

Park, H. C,, J. -S. Park, Y. -H. Lee, and T.
-L. Huh. 1994. Abstract of IUMS Congress "94.
p. 276, Internatinal Union of Microbiological
Societies, Prague, 3-8 July.



