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Abstract

This study is designed to delve into the measuring systems of different periods so as to help with
more exact representations of cultures of different periods.

The basis of the measuring system in China stems from the huangjong (Huangzhong : the yellow
bell) of the period of Huangdi, the length of the bell being the width of 90 black millet grains.

Do (Du : width) : 1 Bun=the width of one black millet grain, 1 Chon=10 Buns, 1 Chuk=10 Chons,

1 Jang=10 Cheoks, 1 In=10 Jangs.
Ryang (Lyang : volume) ; 1 Yak=the weight of 1,200 grains in the yellow bell, 1 Hab==2 Yaks, 1
Seung=10 habs, 1 Du=10 Seungs, 1 Gok=10 Dus.
Hyung (Hung : weight) : 12 Jus=the weight of 1 Yak, 1 Ryang=24 Jus are equal 1 Hab in weight,
1 Geun=16 Ryangs, 1 Jo=30 Geuns, 1 Seo=4 Jo.

In the era of Eun (In) it was decided that the 9-chon length of the Yellowbell shall be 1 Cheok.
The Cheok of Ju was set at 4/5 of the length of the yellow bell. The Cheok of Ju breaks into Yongjocheok,
Joryegicheok, Pogeumcheok. Yongjocheok, arising from Rohbancheok of the Ju period, is part of Gokcheok
also used as a measuring tool for wooden works.

The Han Cheok has the same length as the yellow bell. The Sang Cheok is 4/5 of the length of
the yellow bell. The Tang Cheok was originally the same as the Sang Cheok but became longer and
longer to be the Long Tang Cheok (313 cm).

The length-measuring system used in the three-nation era of Korea includes the Gijeon Cheok (35.52
em), Ju Cheok (25.45 cm), Sunje Cheok (23.5 cm), the Long Tang Cehok (29.706 cm), making 10 Bun
1 Chon and 10 Chon 1 Cheok. The volume-measuring system(Seung) was 198.81 c¢m® before 681 BC
in the Shilla Dynasty and was 59642 cm® after that. In the seventh year of King Munjong of the
Koryo Dynasty the standard measuring system with the Long Tang Cheok as its basis was adopted,
and the standard volume-measuring tools were used under the name of Migok, Daesodugok, Mijangdu,
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Habseung and Gokseok. The 1 Seung volumes of these tools were 596, 447, 927 and 1053 cii, respectively.

were called Migok, Daesodugok, Mijangdu, Habseung and Gokseok, being respectively 596, 447, 927,

1053 cm®, respectively.

In the Chosun Dynasty the length of the Yeongjocheok was 27.6 cm or 31.220 in the Sejong era,

29.8 from Heonjong through Gojong, and 30.3 cm after the 6th year of King Kwangmu, and the volume
of 1 Du (Mal) also changed like 4.121 or 5964, 5.187, 23.08 ¢, and the 1-Jeonjung also changed like
266 or about 4, 345, 375 in line with the changes of the length system.
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