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The Abolition Type and The Regional Characteristics
of The Elementary Schools in Chungbuk Province

Summary

The migration of population into the city has
been on the increase according as Korea has been
industrialized rapidly since the 1960’s. And there
is a steady decrease in rural population. Thus
lack of the number of the students forced many
elementary Schools to be abolished.

The aim of this study is to grasp the abolition
types and the regional characteristics with the
subject region of Chungbuk province. From the
viewpoint of the increasing abolition of the
elementary schools, I think it is very important
to understand how the elementary schools have
been abolished so far and predict how the subject
region will have been changed in geography.

Data for this study are based on Annual
Establishment-Abolition Situation of the Schools
published by Chungbuk office of Education in
1992, and many kinds of the statistical reports,

Chae, Soon-Ha*

and the interview with the related.

The results are as follows:

1. By examining the change of the number
of the
Chnugbuk, the numder of the students had also
decreased since 1969 and was less than the half
in 1990. As the number of the schools began
to decrease ten years later than the students

elementary schools and students in

began to, the abolition of the elementary schools
has started in reality from 1980’s.

2. The 72 elementary schools were aboilshed
between 1980 and 1992: the principal school is
9.7%, the branch school is 90.3%. The most
fifteen schools are abolished in Yongdong-county
and Chechon-county, and the least one school is
abolished in Chechon-city and Okchon-county,
and there is no abolition in Chongju-city and
Chungju-city: According to the type of the
abolition process, the least seven principal schools
school is

are abolished, and the principal

reorganized as a branch school and twenty

* Graduate student, Graduate School of Education, Chungbuk National Univ.
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eight branch schools are abolished, and the most
thirty seven branch schools are abolished.

3. When spacial change of the abolition is
classified into the first period(1980-1986) and
the second period(1987-1992), in the first period
ten principal and branch schools were abolished
and they are 13.9% of total abolition. The
abolition out of them by building a dam is 60%.
The principal schools in the submerged area
though they have many students, were abolished.

In the second period sixty two branch schools
are abolished and they are 86.1% of total
abolition. The most fifteen schools are abolished
in Yongdong-county, thirteen in Chechon-county,
seven in Tanyang-county, six in Chongwon-
county, five in Chungwon-county and Koesan-
county. Unlike the first period, the schools were
abolished in this period because the number of
students was so small. In this period sixty
branch schools were abolished. All the students
in the abolished
transfered to the principal schools. The 58 school

schools except six schools
authorities help the students attend school by
bus or support the expenses for attending school
after that.

4, The abolition types of city, county and
myon are classified into five types by the number
of the abolished schools. The most forty nine
abolished schools in type II are 68.1 of the
total abolition. The least three abolished ones
in type 1 are 12.5%.

Considering the relation between the abolition
type ane the numder of schools and students,
the number of the schools, increased in type I,
I, 111, V except IV from 1980 and then have
while the
more students decreased than they did in 1970

decreased by abolition since 1980,

and the more the abolished school increases, the
less the students decreases.
The average students per school decreased in

every abolition type and the most students

#EME iBtXI2| 88| X 29(1) 1994

decreased in type IV.

5. Considering the relation between the
abolition type and the regional characteristics,
most abolished schools were located between
100m and 300m above the sea level and it is
71% of the total abolition. The region without
the abolition is high in the ratio of the cultivated
land, ratio of rice field, and the part-time
farmer, but the region with many abolition is
low in the ratio of cultivated land. As for the
manufacturing there are the most city, county
and myon in the abolition type in Youngdong-
county and Chechon-county where the manufac-
turing ratio of employing is low but Chongju-
city without the abolition is a region where the
manufacturing ratio is high. Consequently the
development of the manufacturing causes the
population to emigration out and the decrease
of the population leads many schools to be
abolished.

6. The diversion of the abolition facilities
out of seventy-two total abolition is 37.5%, of
the total abolition the sale is 31.9%, the prese-
rvation is 23.6%, and the submergence is 6.9
9%. Such abolition facilities are used practically;
the training place is ten schools, the camping
place is seven, and the teaching place is four,
The abolition
facilities are used very much in the region where

out of twenty seven schools.

the natural scenery is wonderful and the transport
is easy of access, and they are preserved as they
are in the region where was submerged or the
transport is difficult of access, the facilities sold
after being abolished are not being used in many
ways.

7. Take an example of Youndong-county
where the most schools were abolished, I have
examined the school district and the population
characteristics of the abolition. Though there
were more villages, households, populations in
the region that is higher than low above the
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sea level, the schools were abolished. Therefore
we know that above the sea level had a great
effect on the abolition.

As a result of the regional analysis of the
abolition, many schools were abolished by the
artificial buildings such as a dam in the early
1980’s but the schools in the late 1980’s were
abolished ten years later after the students
decreased. More schools were abolished in the

region where the manufacturing industry didn’t

develop. And the higher the school position
was above the sea level, the sooner the school
was abolished. It is also proved that both the
beautiful natural scenery and accessibility are
the important factor in using the abolishcd
facilities practically.

Key Words: abolition type, elementary school,
diversion of the abolition facilities, principal
school, branch school.
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