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Spatial Problems of Korea*
—A Delphi Survey-—

Inn Kim**, Woo-Ik Yu**, Wookung Huh**, Young-Han Park**,
Sam Ock Park**, Keun Bae Yu** Byung Seon Choi***

Summary

The spatial structure of Korea has been
changed drastically during the second half of
this century. The events such as the Korean
War and the resultant division of the Korean
Peninsular into two Koreas, rapid industriali-
zation and urbanjzation are the major causes
among others for the spatial changes of the
nation. The changes in turn have spawned a
number of spatial problems. It is time, we
argue, to diagnose how much the nation is
now ill-structured, and to discuss of which
directions the long-term spatial management be
reoriented.

A delphi survey was conducted during the
1993 to fulfill such
Questionnaires were distributed among geograp-

early research needs.
hers, planners, and high governmental officials
throughout the nation. These ‘experts of spatial
problems’ were requested to evaluate the past
spatial policies and strategies, and to identify
spatial and environmental problems at the
pational, regional and local levels. The survey
included questions with regard to the spatial
problems in North Korea too. A complementary
literature survey in the fields of spatial sciences
was accomplished as well in order to identify

Research Foundation.

the major research interests and issues with
regard to the nations’s spatial structure.

The delphi survey results indicate that the
present spatial structure in relation to consumpt-
ion, housing and economic activities is sati-
sfactory in overall, while rather poor in terms
of education, leisure and community activities.
Most of the experts consider infrastructural

improvements are urgent in the areas of roads,

waste disposal facilities, railroads, harbors,
water supply and drainage systems.
The over-concentration of economic, social

and political function in the Seoul Metropolitan
Region is perceived to be the most serious
in Korea. The

solutions suggested are strategies toward a more

spatial problem long-term
balanced regional development as well as toward
a cleaner environment. The concensus among
the experts for the short-term solution is the
redistribution of population and industries from
the Seoul Metropolitan Region to the intermedi-
ate and small cities.

The land use policies and concurrent large-
scale infrastructural projects are evaluated
largely pertinent and desirable in general. It is,
however, suggested that development projects
be conducted in a more harmonious way with
environment. The survey respondents suggest

that the present environmental management

* This study was supported by the 1692 University-affiliated Institute Research Fund of the Korea

** Professors, Department of Geograhy, Seoul National University, Seoul.
#** Professor, Department of Urban and Regional Planning, Kyungwon University, Seongnam.
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policies should be reexamined critically.

With regard to regional and local problems,
transportation and pollutions are thought to be
most serious in the Seoul Metropolitan Region,
while employment opportunities, and information,
education and health care services are most
deprived in small cities and rural areas. The
majority of the experts consider a city size of
250, 000~500, 000 population is desirable to live
within.

Respondents believe that North Korea’s physi-
cal environment is still not aggravated much

whereas its infrastructural provisions are largely

poor. The co-authors of this research figure an
“environmentally sound and spatially balanced
Korean Penninsular” as the ideal type of spatial
structure in Korea. The basic guidelines toward
this ideal prototype are suggested: the recovery
of spatial integrity, progressive restructuring of
the nation, land uses geared to public welfare
rather than private interests, and eco-humanistic
approach in spatial policies.

Keywords: spatial problem, delphi survey,
basic guidelines for spatial management, ideal
type of spatial structure, eco-humanistic approach.



