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— Abstract

TREATMENT OF HEAVY BUCCAL FRENUM USING FRENOTOMY
AND AUTOGENOUS FREE GINGIVAL GRAFT
IN CHILDREN : A CASE REPORT

Hoon Kweon, D.D.S., Yong-Seong Choi, D.D.S., M.S.D.,
Sang-Ho Lee, D.D.S., M. S.D., Ph.D.
Department of Pediatric Dentistry, College of Dentistry, Chosun University

The mandibular buccal frenum is a fold of mucous membrane at the posterior labial
vestibule, that attaches the lips and the cheeks to the alveolar mucosa, gingiva, and underly-
ing periosteum. The buccal frenum becomes a problem if its attachment is too close to
the marginal gingiva. It may then pull on healthy gingiva, encourge plaque formation and
interfere with tooth brushing.

Heavy buccal frenum mucogingivally results in insufficient attached gingiva, inadequate
vestibular depth and high frenum attachment and also difficulty in eruption of mandibular
second premolar.

Frenectomy in various forms has been used for many years to remove the influence
of the frenum. Unfortunately, the results are not always ideal and there is often postoperative
relapse because of muscle pull. In this treatment, frenotomy was used in conjuction with
autogenous free gingival graft with the object of removing the influence of the buccal frenum
and creating an adequate and stable width of attached gingiva.

We observed decrease in muscle pull, adequate width of attached gingiva and increased
vestibular depth in addition to progressive eruption of second premolar.

Periodic follow-up is needed for evaluation of relapse, grafting gingiva and also space
regaining for second premolar.
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