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The Formation of Korean Modern Architect
and its Patronage

Song, Yul
(Teaching Assistant, Department of Architecture, Seoul National University)

The genesis of Modern Architecture in Korea by Korean Architects can be explained by
the Korean socio-economical condition. During the late 19c and early 20c many buildings
had been constructed that contained modern function. But modern builings designed by
Korean Architects appeared through the 1930s. The ‘Hwoisaryung’ which was a law to re-
strict establishing company in Korea since 1910 was extincted at 1920. Korean modern
capitalists formed after 1920 could be clients of a modern buildings. :

The period of the formation of Korean modern architects met that of Korean modern
capitalists. Korean modern capitalists commissioned Korean architects and Korean
architects were able to practice only in the relation of its patron. Korean capital formed 6
per cent of total capital in Korea. Although Korean capitalists would be a patron of Korean
architects, their requests of building were restricted to the commercial, the residgntial and

the private educational buildings.
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