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A Study on the Formation and Development of
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to describe more positively and concretely the entity of
traditional village through the quantitative and scientific analysis process using positive
data. Dan-Gye, a traditional village in San-Cheong, has been populated since more than
500 years ago because of its ideal conditions for settlement. In-this study, the fluctuations
on the numbers of households in Dan-Gye were analyzed from the first settlement era to
the present, and the transformations of housing sites and roads since 1913 were also
analyzed. The results are as follows. .

1) The village Dan-Gye has a history of more than 500 years, and the first inhabitants
were the Ryus. As time went by, the Ryus' power became weak gradually, but the powers
of the Kwons and the Parks who had flowed later into this village became prosperous to
make up a prominent family village in the late period of Cho-Sun dynasty. Such powers
had reached the peak in the early period of Japanese occupation, and although the powers
became weak gradually after that time, those two families have overwhelmed other families
in population and possession of large houses until now. But as the confucianism in every-
day life fell off and the inhabitants moved to cities, the existence of a family community
became meaningless.

2) The Kwons and the Parks have possessed the large parts of the village's housing
sites. As time went by, the sites have been divided and fields have been changed to
housing sites for the increasing families, and such division and change have been made
chiefly on perimeter areas.

3) The characteristics of the road in Dan-Gye where traditional roads existed began to be
destroyed by Japanese construction of new roads, and such destruction has continued due
to the bank construction after a flood and the road constructions after 1970s.
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