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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine children’s sociability as a function of sex of child,

number and sex of sibling, and birth order. Children’s responses were compared with mothers’

responses on soclal participation and interpersonal adjustment. Subjects were 506 4th and 5th

grade children and their mothers.

Results showed that mothers’ perceptions of their child’s sociability were different from those

of the children. ‘Number of sibling’ differences between only children and others were found,

with onlies being most likely to show lower scores in interpersonal adjustment. Sex differences in

sociability were clearly demonstrated by both children and mothers; that is, boy’s interpersonal

adjustment scores were lower than girls’ scores. Two-way ANOVA data revealed that second-

born boys and first-born girls were most likely to obtain higher scores. For siblings, elder sisters

showed the highest interpersonal adjustment scores, regardless of sex of younger sibling.
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A Al 350 | 487

F1 VEAE Frbdiadoled *p<.05
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