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Geographic Variations in Tonsillectomy and Adenoidectomy
(T&A) and Appendectomy in Korea

Hong Ki Lee, Ok Ryun Moon

Department of Preventive Medicine, School of Public Health, Seoul National University

Key Hyo Lee

Korea Institute of Health Services Management

The objectives of this study are two-fold:to identify geographic variations in the rate
of tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy (T&A) and appendectomy and analyze the socioec-
onomic variables and health resources which affect geographic variation in the rate. The
nationwide three month’s cases of the two surgical procedures in 1991 are obtained from
the record of the National Federation of Medical Insurance.

The analysis shows two to ten-fold variations in the regional rates for the performance
of two common procedures such as T&A and appendectomy. T&A shows a bigger re-
gional variations than appendectomy. As a result of multiple regression, the factor of
bed supply has been found significant for the dependent variable of the rate of T&A.

The finding of large variations in the rate of surgical procedures throughout the coun-
try would have important implications for allocating scarce resources and managing qua-
lity of care. Further analysis is needed for the elaboration of the above implications.

Key words : geographic variations, tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy(T&A),
appendectomy
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Hysterectomy with or without oophorectomy
Tonsillectomy with or without adenoidectomy
Cholecystectomy
Appendectomy
Inguinal hernia repair
Prostatectomy
Hemorrhoiectomy and related procedures
Colectomy
Cesarean section
Mastectomy
Varicose veins
D&C
Lens extraction
Cataract
Fracture reduction
Lobectomy / pneumonectomy
Nephrectomy
Thyroidectomy
Bile duet exploration
. Cystocele and rectocele
Disk / spinal fusion
Ent
Excision, semilunar cartilage
Heart valve
Joint arthrodesis
Knee / back
Pacemaker implantation
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23] : Paul-Shaheen 5 (1987).
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