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Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology of Ki-1 Positive Large
Cell Lymphoma
- A Case Report -

Kye Hyun Kwon, M.D., Jeong Ja Kwak, M.D., So Young lJin, M.D., and
Dong Wha Lee, M.D.

Department of Anatomical Pathology, Soonchunhyang University Hospital

Ki-1 lymphoma is a sort of high grade large cell lymphoma and defined on the
basis of the reactivity of the tumor cells with monoclonal antibody Ki-1. On fine
needle aspiration cytology, the reported case is rare and the differential diagnosis
is not easy, especially from undifferentiated carcinoma and Hodgkin's lymphoma.

We experienced a case of fine needle aspiration cytology of Ki-1 positive large
cell ymphoma in a 61-year old male patient. Fine needle aspiration cytology from
the cervical lymph node disclosed hypercellular smears with large single cells on
polymorphous lymphoid background. The tumor cells had abundant dense
cytoplasm and large nuclei with irregular profiles. Although most cells were
mononuclear, binucleated and multilobed/multinucleated cells were also seen.
Immunohistochemistry was done and revealed strong positive staining for Ki-1
antigen.

Key words: Fine needle aspiration cytology, Ki-1 positive large cell lymphoma,
Lymph node
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) Fig. 1. Cellular smear with two cell populations. Many
large single cells having large nuclei with irregular
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Fig. 3. Some tumor cells have bizarre pleomorphic
cells with several nucleoli, mimicking R-S cell or
multinucleated giant cell(H&E, X 400).
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Fig. 5. A. lLarge pleomorphic tumor celis with
irregular nuclear profiles(H&E, x200). B. The tumor
cells strongly stain for Ki-1 antigen(PAP, X 200).
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