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Changes in City Classification by Wholesale Activities in Korea

Summary

Wholesaling is important industry that is
remarkable by the function and characteristics
of city. This paper aims at examing the recent
changes in hierarchy of cities and city classifi-
cation by wholesale activities in Korea.

In order to grasp the study purpose, this
paper is to analyze the changes of categories
by wholesale industry, and to grasp the change
in the city classification with city hierarchy of
wholesale sales in 1968, 1979, and 1991.

The data were obtained from the statistics in
the Census of Wholesale and Retail Trade
published by the National Statistical Office, in
1969, 1981, and 1992.

As the result of examination, the following
finding were obtained:

1. Wholesaling has developed from that of

Ju-Seong Han*

production and consumption goods wholesale,
especially “Wholesaling of Farm Products, Foods
and Beverages’ to that of investment goods that
is ‘Wholesaling of Machinery and Equipment’
and ‘Wholesaling of Transport Equipment and
Parts’.

2. Wholesaling has developed in the medium
and small cities in 1970’s, and in the larger
cities in 1980’s. And the concentration ratio
of six larger cities were lower than another
cities in terms of wholesale sales, especially
Seoul and Pusan.

3. Recently with income increment and a
purchasing power, city classification was changed
by the increasing number of wholesale establi-
shments of ‘Automotive Parts and Tyres’ in
1970's and of ‘Office, Computing and Accounting
Machines and Motor Vehicles’ in 1980’s.

Key Words: wholesale,

selling activity,

hierarchy, city classification.
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