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e 4019 ule gatael 4 F(historical
context)o] A FAF o] ATk H4H ATHS
w=0lo] BL £l Sabel(1982)¢] <3t F4H
AEsE EAM $ExFY (craft labor) 3
A &g Futez e FPAH 2R 714,
ol ATsE arg7e YT AAT=H
FAF oo AAY £7194 A=A A
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Sk Bk (Flexible Specialization)
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o] FAzt] AIAF F A
é_t_ Murray(1987) % Sabel(1982)¢] =AM
Emilia-Romagna®] B ##iHel Bologna |4}
FFHAS A3} Sabele] ZAbabY s} F3] o
A3 gEE AV Qe 2 BEEE 1’/‘r
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Fyiny FM{e(Flexible Specialization)

A 54 cF(Tolliday and Zeitlin, 1986).
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2 ATAAG o E A aFel I %
FZFEAS e AT £ 59 oFA
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#} 7t} (Sayer and

and Scott, 1988)
TFY  F494 (Atkinson,
OECD 1986, Boyer, 1988; Standing, 1991)
=549 (4349
:i}nﬂ)(Atl;mson, 1984)

G %43 ) A A ¥ (Kaplinsky, 1984)

& T2z -F493H(Piore and Sabel, 1984;
Saxenian, 1988)
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27 gAolA thE SA 2 o3 /Hstg =)
A AL Zast AFE Aelok S A&
HAAZ stz dvke Aotk thgollA v Fd
A NAARA, JAzAe F43, aEHz =F
FA49 Fd3tel] dla] meh AAF AHEIR
gtet,

1) |2 JIAHER

VEY FAFERATS AT F2AA
Agol $437] AFRAARY A2E FF
B4z 2 xF240) 99 GARz Yoz
A% o195 (1990, p.53)E FLFAAA
g ‘gndoz 4332, AFLEA, FAA
AAA, el R AR Foz o] FAR
£ AFAFRAE A Btz Ysa 9
%ol Az A8 dggel 9 AL o
YA o FAE 7% Y& 0T A3

ol £ obfd fdd AALAHE A FA

@< 2B AAGE THL A7 =Fol ¥
3 FAE FEol EFstrh(Riley, 1985). ##
B EREE 9EF AL Agd A £z,
E7 ¢4 2REE AL £ E@dh
77 A A7 5158 d4 529 AF
5 ZHE A st 419 Az

=3
machinery) 8 FE3tz ¢ltt. 3+ Schonberger
(19879 F3ol Wl fadAzA=d s 25

e ¢3S 9 EE 28 3y 9 Ed #
A AAA 7 &7l A Azg Hge Ao
% Aoy FASNE g £0|g& o)l v
o F&3he A A7 A5 dn Frh o] e
(19900 8] ZAboll wa= 3y Fxrge
hridel vldl AFAelgo] A F3] o,
Azed 494 Fhald & 9 fFdgolsl,
o] AzAalE ZTEA o Aoldt Ak
ol 8% + v ¢ d9d. Bd
HAATE 9 =52 oAAME] T84
< 2A dAA gz AL H8E 4+ e
e T84 g wdoh A 23 S A A
AFHE ZEFYH iz oln] Abg
T&ol 2R EE] Aol E GagurAoe] 2 o



Fa5) TPk (Flexible Specialization)

ol th(o] A4, 1992). FL% AL AF3 2 A
A7b bzt A AAFAN AR A 44
z2406) gt 0|93 (1990) = dEY AFAF
ol A A HolA Frul AT A
A4 S8 Fu3A d AL A5 €9
s‘m%?* e JITA2Hg e 534
Akl 7]Qd Aoz Bz 9L+t
"?.”?l 1°{(1990 p.110)el &3t A-F3
g ZEdted “AFIE =
% AAAF L 75 74
o ) —*—é—«l P2 do] uiHE
< =Fu JAE A9A
—‘o;% of &J3tA &z 7}54 e A7g %
T'Jr 7%1 2 A3 z}iﬁ}
bﬂ«l g o4 dF
Z EAAE 4444 2
.% A BAAA AN EA
T o] %i g7l = ol ot
oo FHE ‘KA HE
vt v A E o] 99 ﬂr% olm Aol A &OME
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|

_IEAO,L’
k_‘
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F"—-leom
TR
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&

A

Mo nh sl
| 1 L -

o 3

r}o :10 =

ol oft B H 0 do M opoh 1o 3N 8 ofn o
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7} 7k Lﬂ_E_-?% 1 AFAIZ vt M ESY

2 FA49E 29 434 A4 %0l 94
A oo AE Al chidt AzsA F44
JAZAE BAA AT FHHoz ¥

e ZlgEel IALE AFde AL &
gadztz Fuste AA @D EFA d A8
A Zejvh, AgATF I olHF Y ESA
29 AxAq ool

G AEsA e JAREY Ao
497 Ae8 £A95Y A5A Asx
%o RaqdA ARt HAE EYHolz
AEHE 27950 KRR e FA0E
Ao 494 $9E AAHE AL FEHQ A
A gt ARAAEY A9 FHos

AAolet ¥ + k. AR @y
7t F5AQ Ad A e AHIAE

94 APATFE g3z e ol
T;:l_ 171 o8& F7o| v}, Marshall(1920)
Bzsl 1947 Fute] zAA 9u|9
4}%’37‘]7‘—'& Azt FYJAES A&H
AR FL a4 A3 =71 AFS
TAd A5E EAH 7] Aol

YE FAY 4FL 4L /Y A=y
BAzAAA Fg o Uvh ‘Mol v AF
717 (Ro]lA] ¥ £)E FEAER e ‘B
ol &£ (Cld2F m=r 4A2H)Y 48] 7
A 2wy vtz 928 F& 5 ok dEY
A z2e 243 Dore(1986)9 ‘%o 73
A’ (flexible rigidities)o] &t & wlE AEF A A
]10114- E2E ZUF =& dATA ==

E o= gl Aolvh {3zt oed o
EAAE 954 AdRA, FAnE, Adel
ZAG dSAA B9 Aoz e dA
o - FA g Aol glelok & 7 o] ok (Sayer and
Walker, 1992). zalv 98 AAE o4 77
#aA v AA Ao Gz F2AsY Jlegal
of A FA H-§3z At dEFAE A9=E
o, 34, 2z =FAZ oA ‘T2
35 S A (structured flexibility) & el
.

At 47199 AdAAE &5 B+
AZAolz 3% F5AA L drbA o]t} (Lee,
1992). 2719 13 Adst YA A&
9 3 FEL AFsz, o 18 ABGAE

e 2333 2L J4HE oz F
274 #324¢ 4% Aok oF FFYA

A7l Aolz 1A ARL A A
75 537 Bebe vsHAAFE A ol F
ol Atk =F JA7 AdNAAE F4UG7
9 JleA BE A8 A $e AL Feotrr] §
Fa71d3 B4 dU1dHAe ARt
A9 AdiAe|rh, dutd oz f44 ALIHE
A5 59349 71978 AdE 43

o7, 540 2% dAANE AHHA A
2 oldiste Ao ot ol Az Fas

7 Ad =

=2

1
<]

—|—"°>ir
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etk

A7 A g 942 dE B4 H D) A
(relational subcontracting) 2] 3 e} & A Er]=e]
ot FRzA oA AAAoz HEhNY
Hg ol ARz A d2A HEHA A%
FE3& Aaste 94 2U19E B AAE
AAadte A 219 FAE fFATeEA
AF AEY P4 ol2r AR FAAGA 4
AAEE A b YA 2E4E A Az
T g Aot ol 2 AdHzAL PAL
Ao HATAE 2EF FAAGHAS RES
)E A duE F e FHel AUtk o
#Hg A W] dEL AT AAF A
4do] 2a=EE wbd WS 5 A Tde]l &
8”5z gt o9 AL o uiEA Azd
Zs} AaAE AzGALGY QAFFoE 9l
slod m|Fo] Ao wld dkzAe] A gl
AL AVF ez FARAE i Fh gl A=
HAAz e 94 & vehtz 3k (Sayer and
Walker, 1992). A& A3 GHA7]F)o 4
AdAclz EPA ez o] Fojx = Ad{AsL
ARz 2AAQ A HA ula Fr)1HQ
ZolA & o e 849 A2 ohy

3 =Syl 7

Azg YeRANaRd’ 229 oL 7
dlA 4T E =549 AAE TEAHE
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N oplo B 8

E@E WEBP 28(2) 1993
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Flexible Specialization: A New Paradigm
for Modern Industrial Society?

Summary

There is much speculation that modern capi-
talist scciety is undergoing fundamental and
qualitative change towards flexible specialization.
The purpose of this study is to examine this
hypothesis. This paper focusses on: the idea of
flexible specialization; the significance of this
transition; industrial district; and the implicati-
ons of this new production system for Korean
industrial space. Main arguments of this study
are as follows:

First, as all different groups of researchers

Deog-An Lee*

apply the idea of flexible specialization according
to their own specifications, the current debate
on this topic is not much fruitful. Not surpri-
singly, the concept of flexible specialization has
overlapped with subcontracting. This integration
of subcontracting into flexible specialization
systems, however, is inappropriate because the
two concepts have different historical contexts.
The other cause of this controversy is its
inherent weakness, conceptual ambiguity. Thus,
today’s flexibility becomes tomorrow’s rigidity.
Secondly, transition towards flexible speciali-
zation has only been partially achieved even in
advanced capitalist countries. The application

* Part-time lecturcr in the Department of Geography at Seoul National University.
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of dualistic explanatory framework, such as
rigidity versus flexibility, mass production versus
and de-

skilling versus re-skilling, has resulted in great

small-lot multi-product production,
exaggeration of the transformation, from Fordism
to post-Fordism. There is no intermediary part
between two places. Counsidering that the workers
allocated to the Fordist mass production assembly
line are not as large as one might imagine, the
shift from mass to flexible preduction has enly
limited implications for the transformation of
capitalist economy.

Thirdly, ‘industrial district’ controversy has
contributed to highlighting the importance of
small firms and areas as production space. The
agglomeration of small firms in specific areas
is common in Korea, but it is quite different
from the industrial district based on flexible
specialization. The Korean phenomenon stems
from close interactions with its major parent
firm rather than interactions between flexible,
specialized, autonomous and technology-intensive
small firms. Most Korean subcontractors are
still low-skilled, labour-intensive, and heavily
dependent on their major parent firms. Thus,
the assertion that the Seoul Metropolitan Area
adopts flexible specialization has no base.

Fourthly, the main concern of flexible speciali

zation is small firms. However, the corporate
organization that needs product diversification
and technological specialization is oligopolistic
large corporations typified by multinational
corporations. It is because of this that most of
these organizations are adopting Fordist mass
production methods. The problem of product
diversification will be resolved naturally if
economic internationalization progresses further.
What is more important for business success is
the quality and price competitiveness of firms
rather than product diversification.

Lastly, in order to dispel further misunderst-
anding on this issue, it is imparative that the
conceptual ambiguity is resolved most urgently.
This study recommends adoption of more speci-
fied and direct terminology (such as, factory
automation, computer design, out-sourcing, the
exploitation of part-time labor, job redesign)
rather than that of ideological ones (such as,
Taylorism, Fordism, neo-Taylorism, nzo-Fordism,
post-Fordism, flexible specialization, peripheral
post-Fordism), As the debates on this topic
just started, we still have long way to go until

consensus is reached.

Key Words: flexible specialization, industrial
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