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ABSTRACT

A total of 76 surface sediment samples, collected from the Korean west coast and
the eastern Yellow Sea areas, were analyzed for their elemental composition in order to
understand the geochemical characteristics of these deposits. The analyzed elements
included 9 major elements (Al, Fe, Na, K, Mg, Ca, Ti, P, Mn), 8 minor elements (Sr, Ba,
V, Cr, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn), organic carbon and calcium carbonate. Contents of most ana-
lyzed elements, excluding K and Ba, were generally low compared to those of average
crust. Contents of most elements, except K and Ca, also correlated with sediment grain
size, though the degree of relationship varied widely from one element to another.

For fine-grained sediments, a distinction could be made between those in the central
Yellow Sea and those in the Keum Estuary based on their characteristic elemental com-
position: the former were rich in Fe, Na, K, Mg, Ca and V, and the latter in Mn, Co and
Ni. The element/aluminium ratios, on the other hand, showed that the central Yellow
Sea muds were enriched in Fe, Mg, V, Ni, Cu and Zn and depleted in K, Mn, Ba and Sr
relative to the mud located near the Korean Peninsula. Based on the analysis of these
results, as well as of the influences of particular mineral phases or pollution effects, we
could suggest geochemical criteria which can be used in distinguishing muds from the
two different sources, the Keum River and the Yellow River: the former by the higher
Mn content and the latter by the higher Mg and V contents, relative to each other.
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Fig. 2. Areal distributions of the grain-size properties of surface sediments in the eastern Yellow Sea.
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Table 1. Major-element composition of 76 surface sediments from the continenta.
shelf of Yellow Sea, Keum estuary(KE) and Kimje tidal flat(KdJ)

Major Element

St. Mz Corg CaCOg3
AlLO; Fe,03 Nay0 K,0 MgO CaO TiO, MnO P05
No. ® (%) (% (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Al 68 09 18 1651 671 244 262 277 127 073 0.05 0.13
A2 7.1 1.0 2.3 1630 6.57 333 376 274 118 071 0.05 0.12
A3 3.1 0.2 00 109 252 19 377 082 0.75 0.36 0.02 0.07
Ad 2.8 0.2 1.4 1005 202 19 370 066 0.73 033 0.02 0.06
AT 25 01 0.9 8.95 2.39 1.78 3.62 0.60 060 0.24 0.03 0.05
A8 24 02 15 9.57 2.43 1.61 3.00 0.69 0.72 045 0.04 0.07
B2 67 1.1 1.8 1650 6.55 297 378 269 131 071 0.05 0.13
B3 3.0 04 0.2 1258 362 201 379 1.23 098 045 0.03 0.08
B4 3.4 03 0.0 1057 224 1.8 3.72 0.7 0.75 0.33 0.02 0.06
B5 3.8 0.2 08 844 215 149 325 0.53 063 046 0.03 0.05
B7 43 01 14 7.93 1.76 1.51 3.84 0.40 0.49 0.19 0.04 0.04
C3 32 0.2 19 11.68 2.88 222 420 095 115 0.36 0.03 0.08
C4 28 0.2 15 1078 269 1.85 404 0.85 095 039 003 0.07
Ch 23 02 20 89 242 153 372 0.68 059 0.31 0.03 0.05
C6 27 02 1.1 869 220 132 374 0.63 0.49 0.30 0.02 0.05
C7 45 02 06 11.63 3.22 236 268 1.03 109 048 0.05 0.09
D1 69 1.0 26 1550 597 298 400 246 161 0.65 0.05 0.12
D2 48 07 22 1435 501 233 393 1.8 156 058 0.05 0.11
D3 29 03 15 11.91 340 229 39 1.16 122 040 0.03 0.03
D4 28 0.2 0.7 1054 265 212 3.8 0.8 0.92 038 0.03 0.03
D5 25 03 405 9.26 2.88 2.00 3.70 0.82 0.80 0.47 0.04 0.07
D6 57 0.7 1.3 1423 528 3.8 356 220 134 068 0.08 0.12
D7 53 0.3 1.3 1295 426 234 358 148 135 0.56 0.08 0.10
1 3.0 01 0.1 9.41 2.97 1.79 335 0.76 1.03 0.53 0.06 0.03
25 33 0.1 00 1016 3.00 229 371 080 0.98 046 0.05 0.03
66 3.0 0.1 0.1 9.60 2.87 195 387 079 093 0.48 0.05 0.03
68 53 04 175 1056 359 1.98 3.11 1.20 4.13 0.44 0.09 0.13
78 30 01 09 975 308 210 369 074 115 0.54 0.06 0.08
96 34 0.1 0.1 10.33 3.05 229 3.63 079 0.97 0.48 0.04 0.03
108 36 01 0.2 1103 316 239 372 0.8 091 0.39 0.04 0.08
9101 1.8 0.1 1.2 851 145 149 310 0.35 0.81 0.17 0.19 0.06
9105 35 0.2 04 1208 3.15 221 3.23 094 104 040 0.04 0.09
9109 2.8 02 0.1 11.25 2.62  2.17 3.52 0.64 0.87 0.28 0.04 0.07
9133 23 01 01 9.48 2.42 1.82 3.37 0.50 0.65 0.28 0.03 0.05
9137 27 01 0.1 10.13 2.39 2.20 3.27 0.63 0.88 0.32 0.05 0.07
9157 3.7 0.3 0.3 11.64 324 222 3.09 1.02 1.03 039 0.04 0.09
9165 2.6 0.1 0.2 1013 219 221 346 058 089 034 0.06 0.07
91105 3.1 04 06 971 295 153 3.03 08 136 058 0.05 0.08
91109 45 0.2 0.0 11.39 316 244 3.28 0.98 1.00 040 0.04 0.03
91113 0.2 0.1 0.0 9.01 2.17 1.76 3.39 0.49 0.66 0.27 0.06 0.06
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Table 1. (continued)
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91117 26 01 00 955 190 224 324 057 0.8 037 0.04 007
9221 29 0.2 0.1 1041 289 191 339 081 0.8 048 0.05 0.08
9223 44 05 00 11.28 353 192 325 1.09 0.86 040 0.04 0.08
9225 29 03 01 1020 272 219 324 081 082 034 0.03 0.07
9260 35 0.3 01 1004 299 1.8 312 0.88 0.8 043 005 008
9261 22 00 01 812 1.99 148 329 042 048 0.20 0.09 0.05
924 21 0.2 02 777 210 117 263 059 155 036 0.05 0.08
9266 2.1 00 01 7.85 122 127 319 027 048 019 002 0.05
92100 3.2 0.1 0.1 1045 291 206 313 084 1.03 0.39 0.04 0.08
92102 56 0.5 0.2 1252 4.06 236 297 1.40 1.57 052 0.05 0.11
92104 22 01 01 1022 206 175 346 050 066 021 003 006
92138 45 04 01 1281 400 224 334 1.30 0.95 049 005 0.09
KE3 53 06 00 148 417 206 298 148 101 061 007 0.12
KE7 56 06 0.2 1511 436 218 312 1.61 0.99 057 0.10 0.10
KE10 35 05 00 1355 3.67 237 315 131 105 0.52 0.07 0.09
KEl4 6.1 07 0.0 1549 447 214 238 159 093 059 009 012
KEI9 38 03 02 11.77 299 252 304 112 1.08 049 0.05 0.08
KE30 48 05 0.2 1295 348 256 295 131 106 052 0.07 0.09
KE34 72 09 00 1678 509 193 28 163 0.82 064 009 015
KE42 44 04 0.3 1373 366 208 3.03 1.29 1.05 0.53 0.08 0.09
KE44 64 06 0.2 1484 405 19 276 145 098 0.60 0.08 0.13
KE49 7.2 1.0 0.2 1541 472 180 266 163 110 061 0.10 014
KE50 3.8 04 00 1291 335 196 302 1.13 096 053 0.06 0.10
KE54 7.2 1.4 02 1609 518 207 271 183 0.8 063 0.16 0.14
KJI 56 03 24 1232 349 298 337 125 095 056 0.09 0.09
KJ3 55 0.3 23 1208 348 28 344 121 091 057 006 0.09
KJ5 45 01 31 1100 311 29 346 108 1.02 058 0.06 0.09
KJ7 42 01 25 108 3.17 257 346 099 098 058 0.06 0.09
KJ9 38 01 1.7 1090 324 243 369 094 087 043 005 0.07
KJi1 33 01 20 994 287 208 38 069 083 039 003 0.07
KJ12 33 01 26 998 28 214 378 068 0.8 041 0.04 0.07
KJi4 38 00 21 1127 3.02 238 377 085 090 038 004 007
KJ16 39 01 20 11.23 3.06 231 366 085 090 040 0.04 0.07
KJ1I8 47 01 1.7 11.53 310 2.8 377 1.05 101 0.53 0.05 0.09
KJ20 54 01 21 11.67 3.08 276 360 1.04 0.98 052 0.05 0.08
KJ22 56 0.3 15 1249 364 278 342 1.24 0.89 0.53 0.06 0.08
(Corg)2l & 0.32% (0.04-1.40%), 22] 31 =z ole] B4 e AlO,, Fe,0,, MgO, TiO,,
ghihd B2 (CaCO,) & 0.92% (0.00-7.51%) <] P,0; 5ol 53] Foistd JeAgstol ma
FFe BUch AEEY ¥ dA= H olg ¥ ol F7HITE aHU Nay09
HE d=s #HAE Jein gles, 4 A AT A HHENNE d=stel #
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221e) =)

229
24

B gt (Fig. 3). <]21%

dd4o] Yehtx) %em, MnOe]

© TO}]



76 Yeong Gil Cho-Chang Bok Lee-Yong Ahn Park-Dae Chul Kim and Hyo Jin Kang

Table 2. Trace metal contents and sample location of 76 surface sediments from the continental shelf of
Yellow Sea, Keum estuary(KE) and Kimje tadal flat(KJ)

ST Latitude Longitude Sr Ba \Y Cr Co Ni Cu Zn
No. (N) (E) — = ppm - = — === -
Al 36.00.00 124.00.00 134 457 120 93 15 49 29 106
A2 36.00.00 124.20.00 137 449 116 90 15 50 28 103

A3 36.00.00 124.40.00 180 685 39 33 7 16 8 34
A4 36.00.00 125.00.00 180 704 31 27 5 13 7 29
A7 36.00.00 126.00.00 172 718 217 21 6 10 4 25
A8 36.00.00 126.20.00 164 646 35 29 5 13 7 32

B2 35.45.00 124.20.00 135 436 117 90 16 45 28 102
B3 35.45.00 124.40.00 174 636 60 48 10 25 14 51

B4 35.45.00 125.00.00 184 712 35 29 6 16 7 31
B5 35.45.00 125.20.00 159 638 29 22 4 10 5 24
B7 35.45.00 126.00.00 164 715 19 16 4 8 3 17
C3 35.30.00 124.40.00 202 669 44 35 7 18 23 39
C4 35.30.00 125.00.00 187 675 42 33 7 18 8 36
C5 35.30.00 125.2000 156 633 33 26 5 12 6 31
C6 35.30.00 125.40.00 147 674 31 25 5 14 6 28
Cc7 35.30.00 126.00.00 195 565 48 40 7 17 8 40

D1 35.15.00 124.00.00 153 445 108 83 14 44 25 93
D2 35.15.00 124.20.00 179 521 84 67 12 38 18 73
D3 35.15.00 124.40.00 189 615 53 43 10 24 10 46
D4 35.15.00 125.00.00 184 639 40 32 7 17 8 35
D5 35.15.00 125.20.00 170 625 39 29 6 13 7 33
D6 35.15.00 125.40.00 157 436 89 73 12 35 18 89
D7 35.15.00 126.00.00 182 520 68 56 10 25 13 60

1 35.55.47 126.32.39 176 592 40 30 7 13 5 32
25 35.45.36 126.26.55 189 621 39 32 6 13 5 31
66 36.00.53 126.30.02 196 692 36 30 6 13 5 29
68 35.50.24 126.25.22 198 483 53 46 11 27 12 52
78 35.49.49 126.33.07 192 631 39 30 6 11 4 29
96 35.41.48 126.26.18 193 627 39 33 7 14 5 31
108 35.44.03 126.35.38 195 616 39 34 7 16 6 35
9101 36.59.12 126.00.29 161 711 17 15 5 6 4 19
9105 36.59.59 125.40.05 201 702 42 37 8 14 8 41
9109 36.59.55 125.19.02 210 775 30 26 6 9 5 27
9133 36.51.47 125.30.16 175 739 24 19 5 8 4 20
9137 36.52.10 125.10.01 201 733 29 24 6 9 5 26
9157 36.44.04 125.40.00 197 666 4 39 8 17 8 45
9165 36.44.06 124.59.59 207 788 217 23 6 9 4 23
91105 36.30.01 124.59.59 156 630 42 35 7 15 10 43
91109 36.29.53 125.39.57 200 692 42 37 7 14 7 40
91113 36.30.01 125.19.59 173 763 24 20 5 9 4 20
91117 36.30.00 125.59.59 191 742 26 23 4 9 4 23
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Table 2. (continued)

9221 36.03.59 126.25.00 200 776 36 32 6 12 5 33
9223 36.03.59 126.14.58 175 672 48 40 9 18 10 47
9225 36.04.04 126.05.04 186 699 35 29 6 12 7 35
9260 36.11.52 126.20.03 175 682 40 34 7 12 8 38
9261 36.12.02 126.15.05 161 763 24 17 6 8 4 19
9264 36.11.52 126.00.02 161 602 30 26 6 12 6 28
9266 36.11.56 125.50.00 158 764 14 12 3 6 3 15
92100 36.20.13 126.10.06 191 702 37 33 7 13 6 34
92102 36.20.02 125.59.58 190 593 60 53 10 23 12 57
92104 36.20.02 125.49.59 183 762 24 19 5 9 5 22

92138 36.27.55 126.10.01 182 666 56 50 10 22 12 53
KE3 35.59.13 126.39.50 172 626 68 69 11 34 23 82
KE7 35.58.56 126.39.13 171 603 71 65 11 37 23 82
KE10 35.58.29 126.37.14 188 650 59 54 9 31 18 71
KE14 35.58.48 126.35.14 163 618 73 101 50 37 22 89
KE19 36.00.08 126.32.18 190 639 50 45 7 26 13 49
KE30 36.01.36 126.34.44 180 599 58 54 8 29 21 62
KE34 36.01.26 126.37.42 144 563 81 79 11 40 28 102
KE42 36.00.14 126.40.34 187 909 59 56 9 29 19 67
KE44 36.00.08 126.41.40 164 390 68 66 11 34 24 83
KE49 35.59.00 126.43.53 147 536 76 79 11 40 29 96
KE50 35.59.10 126.43.54 176 629 58 50 8 29 18 62
KE54 36.00.21 126.44.36 140 511 84 83 13 43 37 105

KJ1 - - 180 527 53 46 7 19 11 51
KJ3 - - 183 551 52 32 7 22 i1 50
KJb5 - - 197 582 46 31 6 14 7 40
KJ7 - - 193 585 46 31 6 18 7 40
KJ9 - - 195 626 42 27 7 17 5 40
KJ11 - - 193 678 36 17 6 13 4 27
KJ12 - - 191 658 35 28 6 12 3 27
KJ14 - - 201 637 39 34 7 15 5 35
KJ16 - - 194 620 40 34 7 15 5 35
KJ18 - - 192 564 46 40 7 19 8 40
KJ20 - - 192 569 45 34 7 17 8 40
KJ22 - - 178 538 54 47 8 21 11 52
olst Wiz tiEE HABCN Uxsh BAA 4 Qon, 2a Aty zI HHEo)
o] Wenix skett. @9, K,09 Ca09) & 70 wel Re flRE AL

FE HAE JES ofFd BHEgel W o] E3Foltt. & A7 AR A
B, o3 dde T WEE T s ) BAEM 538 BT 0.1%(0.0~
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Fig. 3. Relationships between the content of major elements and the mean grain size (Mz) of sediments.
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Fig. 4. Relationships between the content of minor elements and the mean grain size (Mz) of sediments.
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Fig. 5. Relationships between the content of organic carbon and that of some minor metallic elements in sur-

face sediments.
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Fig. 6. Areal distributions of the element/Al ratios for each analyzed element in the surface sediments of the

eastern Yellow Sea.
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Fig. 6. (continued)
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Fig. 6. (continued)
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Fig. 7. The enrichment ratios of each analyzed element in the study area.
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Fig. 7. (continued)
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