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Current Observations in the Yellow Sea and the East China Sea
Continental Shelf
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Abstract[J A description is given of the recent techniques employed for the measurement of currents
in the East China Sea continental shelf. The variability of the currents in the region is briefly discus-
sed as it affects the measurement. Data sources have been collated to develop an inventory of current

observations in the shelf seas around Korea.
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Fig. 1. Positions of current meter rigs in the Yellow Sea
and the East China Sea.
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Table 1. %H% Fofstel <1 /i - WPl Ao iRdn

itk iib HnpERT (e B HIHARS B SR
% OregonMiz K2 Station10 Aanderaa 75.2.14-753.1 GARP/AMTEX
AMTEX-75 ## 28°26.6'N, 125°253'FE RCM4 Trump and
Bt Station 7 75.2.13-753.1 Burt (1981)
28°38.8'N, 125°27.2'E
% Lousiana M37k9 Station 1 Endeco 174 829.12-82.104 Wells and
k& 36FE 36°01'N, 126°15'E EET Huh (1984)
EiRE R Station 2 829.12-82.104
36°01'N, 126°02'E
% - ik AN ik 30/ igellAle) Aanderaa 1980-1981 Larsen, Cannon
TESNS] HerER RCM~4 and Choi (1985)
BERSEE KRS BA7rx Vector 5 1970.10-1970.12 u) Naval
F¥FENOVOCEAN) 34°1524'N, 126°36'06'E FOREET Oceanographic
SERIERER Kk 1970.10-1970.11 Office
34°54'46"N, 129°15'06'E Unpublished
2= 19723 Report (1972)
35°0534"N, 129°0221"E
i 1972.6-1971.7
35°03'37"N, 129°07'04"E
£l 1971.9-1971.10
35°03'37'N, 127°0355"E
N BRI Iriomote s H{l Aanderaa RCM4  79.124-80.3.5 Inaba et al.
R AR NC4 75.2.14-75.2.24 (1981)
27°00'N, 123°36'E
Tokara#sgk Aanderaa RCM4 80.10.5-81.2.20
#BE WHOI/%3t g BT s ACM ¥ 83.11.10-83.11.25
Academia Sinica SEBL VMCM

WSIERTIERT SAFNEIRE

L S STl Al
(Floridati-F#9gE X))

BE ERE 6EH

Burst Sampling
VACM

1986.1-1986.4

Harkema and
Hsueh (1987)
also Choi (1989)

BT B RN 1482 Aanderaa 1982-1984 HOPERTERT

IBHREE RS RCM-4 (1985)

A% wmER

LR AR 30°37'N, 122°42'E 17¢d Zhou (1987)

JUNTAERS] Addygik 34°37'22"N, 129°19'40"E Aanderaa RCM4  87.627-87920  Kawatate

s 319 kD ol i e al. (191)

JUNKES) W 27°13'N, 126°07'E(4) Aanderaa 87.10.30 HINK R

e oo Bl 27°10'N, 126°28'E(5tH) RCM4 88.824-88921 FEBERERT
9

o} M 5 EERS S BES MRl
sl oA By oo,

2.2 Lagrange 7%

Droguest el o3 KkF BEE B

FHihEel ol #Ed &3l FRdAMe s
742 BEE AR s e Bllshs Hikel 1950
QAo hpye] 4] el BRAAE BEE
HIB8 % (autonomous listening station)7}, ¥+
AR EEAEE B(ship-based tracking system)7} Z}z;
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Fig. 2. Current meter moorings used in the eastern Yellow
Sea (Choi, 1989).
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Table 2. FEGRBANENS F, dtm fERs o R
I

Ukl Ef

TR =g TE 1Rl

(cm/sec) (B) (cm/fsec) (EE)
27 416 83 2606 O, Station I
26 793 126 2532 K, (124°415'E,
21 934 80 3404 N, 34°181I'N)
133 1115 437 3585 M, (depth=48m)
70 1642 183 542 S,

VHR B
oE Rt B

17 107.9 30 2196 O, Station C

27 1527 47 2592 K, (125°248'E,

42 3457 43 652 N 36°570'N)
29.5 37 259 883 M, (depth=>52m)
12.8 68.6 109 1423 S

12 110.2 21 2421 O, Station B

1.7 146.5 37 2719 K, (124°05'E,

19 3486 36 1129 N; 36°569'N)
118 124 24 1361 M, (depth=74m)

52 729 8.6 1906 S

23 540 72 2112 O, Station F
24 1273 104 2520 K, (124°443'E,
8 394 68 31 N 35°138'N)
50 72 399 194 M (depth=70m)
27 897 196 T4 S,

11 1208 35 2248 O, Station D
19 1694 50 2619 K, (124°349°E,
20 1694 29 504 N, 36°00N)
154 98 170 603 M, (depth=86m)
75 720 72 1086 S

16 513 47 1903 O, Station F

21 1466 66 2505 K (124°43E,
10 2806 39 3238 N, 35°138'N)
83 3292 260 3503 M, (depth=94.5m)
43 566 120 664 S,

14 1021 39 2373 O, Station B
24 1443 58 2723 K, (124°05'E,
28 3408 54 1198 N, 36°569'N)
186 44 328 1462 M, (depth=38m)
78 715 122 2004 S,

14 117.5 34 2033 O, Station E

1.7 163.8 54 2424 K, (125°359°E,

28 329.1 43 265 N, 36°017'N)
20 348.1 254 426 M, (depth=63m)

89 492 118 953 S,

8 169.1 58 2125 O Station D
14 2309 838 25712 K, (124°349°E,
21 357.7 50 455 N, 36°00.I'N)
151 10.8 26.1 632 M, (depth=41.0m)
74 80.0 122 1125 S,
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Table 2. (7%)

ERR

Table 2. (A1)

Ukl B Vil Bf UXm  Bf VAR EBA
ToE RIE T IR oE pOER ok IwtE HoE =8 SE voEEH fIE
(cm/sec) () (cmisec) () (cm/sec) (BE) (cm/sec) (B)
89 2589 25 780 O, Staton R 38 3043 56 2448 O, Station M5
345 2894 154 1349 K, 3138N, 121.09E 100 3331 98 2565 K, 3200N, 124.50E
260 905 41 2979 N, (depth=2m) 38 30.1 73 3094 N, (depth=20m)
1023 127 330 3063 M, 532 610 595 343 M,
382 2026 113 287 S 200 1171 207 120 S
23 2475 24 1469 O, Station R 21 3126 39 2523 O, Station M5
227 2851 36 2288 K, 31.38N, 121.09E 67 3560 76 2812 K; 3200N, 124.50E
390 1167 16 1965 N, (depth=13m) 83 1069 80 185 N, (depth=35m)
773 1072 184 2920 M, 458 9.0 463 3585 M,
254 2164 80 531 S, 192 1417 186 a7 S,
30 3088 34 2949 O, Station SB 102 2890 107 2668 O, Station M2
36 10.7 32 2940 K, BREAK() 6.1 7 56 3465 K, 31.39N, 12237E
41 3269 37 2633 N, 289IN, 12725E 115 1187 104 280 N, (depth=4m)
110 6 86 2724 M, (depth=22m) 880 1034 889 3500 M,
35 3538 29 2%1 S, 334 1494 348 339 S
4 2547 8 1300 O, Station SB 18 1410 33 2588 O, Station M2
17 105 13 1364 K, BREAK(I0) 20 1881 75 2948 K; 3139N, 12237E
1.5 25 26 2692 N, 289IN, 12725E 37 655 58 2489 N, (depth=13m)-
118 3399 74 2187 M, (depth=110m) 409 638 503 3058 M,
48 160 43 472§, 185 1229 170 3498 S,
g 2442 9 2107 O, Station SB 35 2100 68 2762 O, Station M4
8 3177 20 1436 K, BREAK(177) T 53 3247 79 3423 K, 3125N, 12282E
53 2766 31 1642 N, 289IN, 12725E 114 732 171 3015 N, (depth=2m)
272 20 169 2118 M, (depth=177m) 483 867 521 3135 M,
47 207 44 2304 S, 195 1001 244 3332 S,
42 3339 60 2404 O, Station MS 47 1559 25 2566 O, Station M4
64 3374 83 2604 K, SHELF(23) 69 2318 58 2651 K, 3125N, 12277E
62 2 53 2643 N, 30.52N, 124.80E 51 622 37 27406 N, (depth=38m)
427 307 413 2936 M, (depth=23m) 476 745 392 3018 M,
118 630 101 3203 S, 137 1176 142 3385 S
2.6 336.7 4.1 2492 O, Station MS 54 149.5 39 2977 O, Station M4
32 3194 43 2657 K, SHELF(32) 81 2450 58 2769 K, 3125N, 1277E
57 3440 47 2421 N, 30.52N, 124.80E 66 532 63 2634 N; (depth=25m)
359 59 342 2669 M, (depth=32m) 444 834 448 3124 M,
103 348 93 2973 S, 181 1244 180 3491 S,
25 3424 40 2574 O, Station MS 42 1594 31 2576 O, Staton M4
26 3280 41 2713 K, SHELF45) 55 2318 41 2944 K, 3125N, 12277E
47 107 37 2707 N, 30.52N, 12480E 37 70.1 40 2568 N, (depth=44m)
321 180 304 2790 M, (depth=45m) 312 710 374 2964 M,
93 4238 87 3063 S, 113 1145 136 3329 S,
89 18.1 90 2491 O, Station M5 113 3150 87 2912 O, Station M7
329 1860 164 1139 K, 3200N, 12450E 24 2656 105 793  K; 3033N, 12344E
103 1774 166 900 N, (depth=5m) 131 1253 114 241 N, (depth=5m)
664 1434 715 516 M, 36.1 682 484 3158 M,
282 1922 315 979 .S, 108 998 194 3539 S,




Table 2. (A1%)

R 2 HPBNEREM A9 IERBa

Ukl B VHRE EBA
i,y ) TR g o foEst fFE
(cm/sec) (%) (cm/fsec) (B)
9 282.5 8 2808 O; Station M7
33 3544 46 2846 K, 3033N, 12344E
31 94 63 2341 N (depth=>50m)
278 37.1 378 2817 M,
9.1 784 130 3186 S;
4 2680 19 2980 O Station M7
23 1.2 4.1 3245 K; 3033N, 123.4F
29 859 43 2784 N, (depth=60m)
214 709 293 3102 M,
79 1176 109 3513 S,
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Fig. 3. Tidal current ellipses of the M; S, N, K, and O, tides at positions shown in Table 2.
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Fig. 5. Track of ARGOS satellite drifter buoys during Jul-Oct, 1986. The bouys were released from R/V Thomas
Washington during Korea-US-China cooperative cruise.
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Fig. 6. Track of ARGOS satellite dnﬁer buoys during July,

1988.
127%€
Q}V \7 December 1988
é KOREA
35N 4
P
1220
“ 1218 U
33N 102" 2es [f{% ng JAPAN ¢
S/

Fig. 7. Track of ARGOS satellite drifter buoy during De-
cember, 1988
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2.3 ADCP

ADCP(Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler)& #i#&l
Bt wEe BEEY s Doppler R & 2
AANAE o wHS) EY mRE 4 ¢ UEE E
£ —1E9) o= AvHmulti-beam sonar system)
ald] K& 2 FiFflEH. 2 Bg%ES Doppler Radar®
RIS R Aolvh Hkded AHE BEs B
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-1 33N
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RELEASING DATE : APR. 17 1992
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<z§. 1,
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Fig. 8. Track of three ARGOS satellite drifter buoys du-
ring April-May, 1992 (B¥EBIZERT, 1992).
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HiiEEN University of Washington®] R/V Thomas
Thompson®] #AEe] MiES RDAF] ADCPe &3
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Fig. 94 A x1=e} Art. o] o) FIFHE RDAE ADCP+
KIE 700m71=] 8] BRle} 128712] depth cell(cell 2
71 1-32 meters)el] 98] ATRESET K] ©) HENY
EBe PUSEERILES ANA Q34X HESE
sensorell ojs] FIEEHES FKitsel Ak BEUkE
% ERH Z3E: IBM PCol o8 o]Feixjed
RS-422 interface® EiE=E%dct. ADCPe8] HE=R
HEKE Sfc BRESS 883 JJersE &
Byel BwkE Hike) HE #rdr] fafEskL
Qe W BEsEEle 23 BIRBRIES KRk
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fitting A1A ZERHRICR Hile XHEe] =279
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Fig. 9. Ship track of R/V Thompson in January 1986.

HFie 2712 pEshe Hik(Candela %, 1992)0)t}.
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BEste Es e = ST st chFig
10). B ¥WEBIERTIIA BEe] ADCP(MIEA o
BEEDS} MEEEEES] R5]E ADCPr} EA o
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i hEER el K] BAE T ok B3] WE
HRAT= K kel 22 B5|8 ADCP 8-S B
£/ e e 199248 15 K" 1400E9
Hreest el MER ADCPE A3sia gl
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goloj A ERte) BRI RE B ERER) KX
s
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Fig. 10. Tide removed residual transport from ADCP data
from R/V Thompson cruise (Candela ez al., 1992).
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Fig. 11. Time series of the filtered voltage, north-south
speed measured by RCM7 and sea level change

at Pusan during May 11 to June 26 (Choi e al.,
1992).
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WEMER Ry 3 BEpo] R Mot B B
FERE o) o] EEMiES) 7} HE BVERE B,
R 2 EE(Kuroshio)alw] -1 & #iwBig 713
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23 #awmE Udal 7BERHBEEI(Fig. 12) % Ogura®)
EiE(Fig. 13)ell ofsll i = A=l it ol
B S) =2 #HiFdYA Bl st inES
Ao Figele EREERS ANHod M
REsEt AR BB Aol Udael o]l $#Rsa
olom ole BERE BEMER ¥ BEBN Bt
M= pERES ok EE 2 IUE PEBES X
MY ) 9§ Wit ke il mE
Bt AR fEmet mEsEodl A REET AR i &
$E FZe] FmillfEd s dubd e JtalER)
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6: Yellow Sea Warm Current
7: East Korean Warm Current
8: Tsushima Warm Current
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Explanation of Notation
1 ~—-~ Line of Discontinjuity
2 “—Warm Current
3 <—Cold Current

4 -—Current Direction

Fig. 12. Current circulation in the Yellow Sea, East China
Sea and East Sea (Japan Sea) (Uda, 1934).
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Fig. 13. Tidal current map of Ogura (1933).
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