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ABSTRACT

The international environmental activity and environmental education began in 1970’s.
Environmental education in Korea was emphasized since the Forth National Curriculum.
The Environmental Curriculum was regarded as one of the most important part in the
Sixth Natinal Curriculum in Korea. Environment —related reference texts of Elementary
school were already developed. Soon, ‘Environment’ of middle school and ‘Environmental
Science’ of high school will be developed. :

The purposes of this study were to analyse environment-—related texts in the Fifth Na-
tional Curriculum and to mesure how much environmental education has achieved.

As a environmental text for regular class, selected the environmental part in ‘Science
Part 1’ and as environment—related reference text, ‘Survival and Environment'. The envi-
ronmental part of ‘Science Part 1’ was unit [Life and Environment]. According to the
analysis of objectives, most of unit objectives were not stated in a detailed and precise
manner. When the goals of environmental education were divided into four fields as fol-
lows, knowledge and information, skill, thinking and attitude, behavior and participation,
unit objectives were mostly emphasized on knowledge and information of environment, ex-
actly 44.5% of unit objectives and 89.6% of subunit objectives. The degree of relationship
between unit objectives and contents was low. All the Check up—problems were about
knowledge and information of environment. Environment—related reference text, ‘Survival
and Environment’ was the only reference text for high school students in Korea and was
organized in the form of the regular curriculum text. It was developed in Korean Educa-
tion Developement Center with support of Korean Environmental Ministry in 1990.

According to the analysis of ‘Survival and Environment’, the objectives of units and
subunits were less stressed on knowledge and information than those of unit [Life and
Environment] in the environmental part of ‘Science Part 1’. On the other hand, they were
a little more stressed on skill, thinking and atiitude, behavior and participation. And  fif-
teen of all the seventy subunit objectives were not related with contents.

In organization, this text included Thinking problems, Experiments and Inquiries, Read-
ings, Developed studies and Check up—problems etc. It was remarkable that Inquiries
leaded to individual activities and Developed studies to group discussions or
individualinquiries. And as Check—up problems were presented as a form of activities, stu-
dents could achieve many various objectives at the same time by solving one problem. To
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measure the achievement of environmental education by questionnaire, 497 high school
students in total were selected from five different schools. Scores in subtest ‘behavior
and participation’ and subtest ’thinking and attitudes’ were 13.19 and 18.18, respectively.
Actually, most students had a positive thinkings and attitudes in their hearts about envi-
ronmental problems, but many of them actually did not take actions to solve environmen- ‘
tal problems and to protect environment. Scores in subtest 'knowledge and information’
and subtest ‘skill’ were 10,76 and 10.81, respectively. The higher the score stu-
dents got in ‘knowledge and information’, the higher the score in ‘skill. It implies
that learning of skills is based on learning of knowledges and informations about envi-
ronment.On the other hand, much knowledges and imformations about environment has
not always ensured positive thinkings and attitudes or active behaviors and participations
to solve environmental problem. '



