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A comparative study on the living style of Korea and
Japan, viewed from the transition of the
Japanese-style houses constructed in the collonial age
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Abstract

The Japanese-style houses built in the colonial age have changed through extension or
remodeling since Koreans started residence after the liberation of the country. The
objective of this study is to find out the influence of the cultural differences of the
two nations on the living-style of the two pations from the comparative living-style
viewpoint.

26 Japanese-style houses built in the Ulsan city from the Open-Port year to 1945 were
studied with the field survey method. The qualitative and the quantatative analysis were
used.

The results of this study are as follows,

1) Because of new materials and conveniences, kitchen, bathroom and toilet have changed
into standing-type kitchen, bathroom and bathtub of cement and tile, and flush toilet
respectively. The indoor toilets were removed and outdoor ones replaced them instead.

2) In the residential space the Koreans have altered the Dadami-room to the Ondol-room
becaus of their own heating system, installed glass or wooden doors for the seperation of
rooms, enlarged the indoor space through removing walls, and developed new usage of the
Dokonoma space. The room of Zasiki is most frequently used as the Korean-style Anbang, The
wide space called 'living room’ or ‘maru’ near the entrance hall, In conclusion, the
guest-oriented Zasiki-style plan of the Japanese-style houses has remodeled into the
family oriented Anbang-style plan,
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